
MAKING CITIZENS CO-CREATORS OF OUR COMMUNITY
In its continuous effort and commitment to engage citizens through 

unique and meaningful programs, this year the County partnered 
with the Village Square to create the Club of Honest Citizens. The 
program, which was inspired by Benjamin Franklin’s Club of Honest 
Whigs, provided opportunities for social interaction between 
citizens and County Government. The Club of Honest Citizens built 
upon the mutual goals of the County and Village Square of developing 
programming that encourage sustained citizen involvement and 
engagement through social attachment which is considered to be 
one of the best predictors of performance of public institutions, the 

economic success of communities and well-being of individuals. 
For the inaugural year, three Club of Honest Citizens events were 

held in intimate social settings in order to encourage lively debate 
and exchange of ideas. The theme of the Club of Honest Citizens was 
“if government is the problem, what is the solution?”  Citizens were 
invited to participate in dialogues on the roles of County government 
and citizens in shaping the community. This created a forum for 
fierce community collaboration as citizens, County Commissioners, 
and County staff exchanged information and ideas, while building 
long-term and engaging relationships.  

A FOUNDING 
DEBATE

at Madison Social
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“We’re not searching for a needle

in a haystack — we’re still trying

to define where the haystack is.” 

MARK BINSKIN, on the search for MH370

Zing!
READERS’ OPINIONS

STATED SUCCINCTLY

» Sticks and stones may break your

bones, but words will never … Hey!

Who pushed the button?

» If a speaker at a City Commission

meeting is silenced, does that end

his speaking time, or can he use the

remaining time to do sign lan-

guage?

» The new Tallahassee City Commis-

sion policy was not instituted to

restrict Erwin Jackson’s criticism

against Marks and Maddox. Right.

» Mr. Jackson, take a bullhorn with

you to the next meeting of the City

Commission. The reactions of Mr.

Marks and Mr. Maddox should be

priceless.

» All rejoice, the dog poop bags have

arrived at Cascades Park!

» Thanks to the young gentleman

who helped my 86-year-old mother

out of the car in the pouring rain at

Costco on Sunday. She is still talking

about it. Your Mom and Dad should

be very proud.

» Eureka! A weekend with (almost)

no fresh “pirate” sign clutter.

» When Methanotrophzilla comes

ashore looking for more, those

folks on the coast are in trouble.

» I checked my rain gauge last night

and we got a tenth of an inch of

rain and two inches of pollen.

» Hmm, shortest Zing! column in his-

tory. Did someone at the paper in-

stall a switch?

Sometimes the layout works and sometimes it doesn’t. Email

zing@tallahassee.com or write P.O. Box 990, Tallahassee, FL

32302. And be sure to check out the Zing! blog at Tallahassee-

.com or on Twitter at @zinginbox. 

In the hubbub over the mute

button with which the mayor

can silence citizens speaking

at City Commission meetings,

there is a point that may be over-

looked: Citizens should feel en-

gaged with their government

long before arguing over who has

control of a microphone.

That’s why city and county

commissioners, as well as other

officials, take part in the town

hall forums and “Speed Date

Your Local Leaders” events spon-

sored by The Village Square. It’s

why the county offered its Citi-

zen Engagement Series in 2012

and 2013. And it’s why the county

and The Village Square now are

teaming up for a new series

called “The Club of Honest Citi-

zens.”
They’re all efforts to help

leaders know the issues better

and to let citizens and their lead-

ers know each other better.

“When citizen engagement is 3

minutes at the podium, we’re in

trouble,” County Administrator

Vince Long said.

The name “The Club of Honest

Citizens” is borrowed from Ben

Franklin, whose “Club of Honest

Whigs” would meet to discuss a

range of issues in the coffee-

houses and taverns of London.

Three sessions are planned,

each at a different venue. This

Thursday evening, about 50 citi-

zens will gather at Madison So-

cial at College Town with county

commissioners and staff to dis-

cuss “What is the proper role of

government?” On May 4, the club

moves to RedEye Coffee in Mid-

town, and the final get-together

will be a pot luck dinner (recipes

included) on June 12 at St. John’s

Episcopal Church.

Here’s the bad news: All the

available spots are filled, and

Village Square Executive Direc-

tor Liz Joyner hopes the 50 who

have signed up will attend all

three sessions. But if you’re in-

terested, register anyway (http://

tothevillagesquare.org). A few

spots are certain to open up, and

the interest you express could

spur similar efforts.

Because it’s not always easy to

reach people whose voices aren’t

being heard. 

Ms. Joyner acknowledged that

Village Square events tend to

draw participants who are older

and white. Mr. Long was check-

ing the list of those who had

signed up for the “Club,” hoping

it wouldn’t be the same people

who attend commission meetings

(he did see some new names). 

County Commission Chair-

woman Kristin Dozier expressed

hope that people new to the proc-

ess could become “ambassa-

dors,” helping others become

engaged.
“If we’re successful, we’ll

keep doing this,” Ms. Dozier said.

It beats a mute button any day.

Engaged
County and Village Square team up again
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Don’t let legislators 

exempt large cemeteries

House Bill 423 and Senate Bill 512

have been filed in their respective

chambers of the Legislature, seeking

to expand the maximum acreage for

exempt cemeteries from 5 to 60

acres. Exempt cemeteries, by stat-

ute, are unlicensed and unregulated. 

Exemptions are normally granted

to counties and municipalities, and

to churches, fraternal organizations

and other nonprofit entities. The

requested increase in maximum

acreage seems excessive. A 60-acre

cemetery would, conservatively,

provide more than 72,000 spaces for

interment. It is highly unlikely that a

nonprofit entity other than a county

or municipality would have the re-

sources needed to operate a ceme-

tery of this size. 

This means that management of

such an exempt cemetery would

likely be contracted to a private

company, which would (of course) be

interested in profiting from such

management. This raises the specter

of a large, unlicensed and unregulat-

ed cemetery being operated by a

for-profit management company. In

fact, this has already happened in

Pennsylvania, where a large, non-

profit entity has contracted the man-

agement of all its cemeteries, state-

wide, to a for-profit management

company.
Surely, this is not in the public

interest. 
Please contact your representa-

tives and insist that they vote

against this proposed legislation.

CHARLES W. SWAIN

President, Florida Funeral/Cemetery Consumer

Advocacy Inc.

cwswain37@comcast.net

Guns can turn citizens 

into dangerous aggressors

One aspect of the three most re-

cent high-profile shootings in Flori-

da is that all three “Stand Your

Ground” shooters — the guys pack-

ing the guns — were the aggressors.

Zimmerman, Reeves and Dunn

wanted it their way. They were not

“standing their ground”; they were

trying to change someone else’s

behavior. Get off common property,

quit texting, turn down the volume.

It should be called the “I’m packing,

I want it my way” law.

The attitude of men changes

when they’re packing. If this is the

future of America, it’s scary. Unless

you’re the guy packing the gun.

DON JOHNSON

Clearwater Beach

3don@earthlink.net

ADAM ZYGLIS/THE BUFFALO NEWS

T
he middle class is being

systematically destroyed

under our past and cur-

rent leadership. Our children

are facing an

economic fu-

ture built with

debt that is
unsustainable.

Due to unem-

ployment and

chronic under-

employment, a

large portion of

our middle-

class popula-

tion is falling

behind.
Throughout the 60 years

following World War II, Amer-

icans built the greatest middle

class economy in the world.

This was done through the

transformation of the U.S. as a

country emerging from World

War II with a great manufac-

turing capability.

Manufacturing jobs lifted

people out of poverty into the

lower or middle class, giving

them a sense of fulfilling the

“American Dream.” The 1944

GI Bill provided veterans

funds for their college educa-

tion. Home mortgages resulted

in residential construction,

which created new jobs along

with manufacturing. Citizens

earned money to purchase

automobiles, homes, televi-

sions and new technology. This

was progress and capitalism at

its best. During the 1960s and

’70s, you could figuratively

speaking get up in the morning

and find a manufacturing job

at a nearby factory.

Ronald Reagan asked the

American middle class in the

1980s, “Are you better off than

you were four years ago?” The

survey found a rising number

of middle-class Americans felt

that their lives were getting

worse. Today, surveys show we

are not making progress in

helping the middle class, which

has been the driving force

making America the greatest

country on Earth.

With a large portion of the

population in the middle class

falling behind, how can we

build our economy while man-

ufacturers and jobs leave the

United States?
The Brookings Institution

reported that Mexico has sur-

passed Detroit in making auto-

mobiles. Plans have been an-

nounced that expansion will

increase the automotive mar-

ket with addition of 100,000

new jobs in Mexico. The auto-

motive industry is growing,

transforming Mexico with jobs

that are lifting people out of

poverty into a middle class.

For some reason, our poli-

ticians cannot see what is tak-

ing place in America.

After the 1973 Arab Oil

Embargo increased the price

of gasoline from 36 to 58 cents

a gallon, President Nixon at-

tempted to place a 10-percent

tariff on imported products.

Under President Carter, the

tightened money supply raised

interest rates so high that

Americans could not afford

loans for cars or homes. Presi-

dent Clinton signed the North

America Free Trade Agree-

ment, which resulted in hun-

dreds of small manufacturers

moving to Mexico. President

Obama pushed the Affordable

Care Act, the most significant

piece of social welfare legisla-

tion since President Johnson’s

Great Society.

With middle-class jobs dis-

appearing and effective in-

comes steadily decreasing, a

larger percentage of Amer-

icans are drawn into govern-

ment assistance programs. The

United States Census Bureau

has recorded a record 49.2

percent of Americans receiv-

ing benefits from at least one

government program each

month. Over the last five

years, the United States gov-

ernment has spent an astound-

ing $3.7 trillion on welfare

programs. We must ask: “Do

government social programs

punish us or encourage us to

seek assistance?”

Flint, Mich., once had 80,000

auto industry jobs. Today, it

has 6,000. It’s time to end the

deregulatory experiment that

has resulted in disparity within

the middle class and America.

When the taxpayers rebel

and budgets fall dangerously

out of balance, how is our gov-

ernment going to support the

number of people it has placed

on welfare? The more liberal

the welfare state, the greater

the disincentive to work.

We need to work and elect

those who are passionate about

keeping the American Dream

alive.
In his first inaugural ad-

dress in 1801, Thomas Jef-

ferson said:
“A wise and frugal govern-

ment … shall restrain men

from injuring one another,

shall leave them otherwise

free to regulate their own pur-

suits of industry and improve-

ment, and shall not take from

the mouth of labor the bread it

has earned. This is the sum of

good government.”

DeVoe Moore is a Tallahassee businessman.

Contact him at devoe@tacm.com.

Government is crushing America’s middle class

DeVoe Moore
My View
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Ye Olde Neighborly 
Gathering 
at the Square

June 12, 2014

COFFEE & 
SOPHISTICATED        	
          THOUGHT 

at Redeye Coffee
May 4, 2014

LEON COUNTY 
PARTNERS WITH 
VILLAGE SQUARE
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