October 2020 News & Updates
Hello,
I hope you and your family are doing well. While it seems the entire nation is focused on
the presidential election at the moment, there's also a great deal of news taking place
within our community. With that in mind, we hope you'll find some useful information in this
newsletter.
As the pandemic continues, we've heard from Leon County families and business owners
about how the uncertainty has affected them — and put them behind on critical bills.
That's why the County Commission recently enhanced and expanded eligibility of Leon
CARES to give even more assistance to those who need it most. You may now be eligible
for thousands in direct assistance. Please see below for details.
In recognition of October as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, we've gone pink
for this newsletter. Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death in women,
so it's important to know of its risks. Learn more at: https://bit.ly/3n2AKZS.
It's an honor to be serving you and the people of Leon County. As always, please don't
hesitate to contact me or my Chief of Staff Jodi Wilkof if we can be of any help to you.
Happy Halloween and stay safe!
Rick Minor
Commissioner, Leon County District 3
MinorR@leoncountyfl.gov
P.S. If you have friends and family who might be interested in receiving this newsletter
each month, please ask them to sign up at www.LeonCountyFL.gov/RickMinor. Thank
you!

As noted above, in response to
community need in the wake of the
coronavirus, the Leon County
Commission approved an expansion
of the federally funded Leon CARES
program. In short, we increased the
amounts of assistance to individuals,
businesses and nonprofits, while also
expediting payments to individuals
through Leon CARES' easy
application process.
These changes will facilitate the
distribution of direct assistance while
maintaining accountability to
taxpayers. Individuals will be eligible for up to $5,000 and small businesses and nonprofits
may receive up to $57,500 and $37,500 respectively.
If you have already submitted a Leon CARES application under the previous award
amount, there is no need to submit another one. If you have already been awarded
funding, the Leon CARES team will process the additional funding to you with no further
follow-up required. If your application is still pending, please submit the necessary
documentation, so we can evaluate your application.
Thank you to the Leon County staff for their excellent work on maximizing the CARES Act
funding for this community, and the Office of Economic Vitality for processing the hundreds
of Leon CARES applications for local businesses. They're doing a great job helping our
community through this difficult time.
Please visit LeonCountyCARES.com today to find our expanded programs and eligibility.
Applying is easy and people are standing by to assist and to show that now more than
ever, Leon cares!

Leon CARES Child Care Assistance
Leon County residents who are essential workers with little ones birth to 5 years old have
priority access to Leon CARES Child Care Assistance. The program is intended for
essential workers listed on Executive Order 20-91, as well as for any positions of support
for those essential employers; i.e., maintenance workers, coordinators, assistants, janitors,
food service, grocers, attendants, therapists, and more working for identified essential
employers. To learn more, click HERE.

New Emergency Room in our District!
Capital Regional Medical Center (CRMC) recently
opened its new freestanding emergency room
facility, located at on North Monroe near I-10 at
3157 North Monroe Street. Rick was pleased to
attend the ribbon cutting (photo to the left with
CRMC CEO Alan Keesee).
The 10,800 square foot facility has 12 beds and
offers 24/7 access to emergency care for those
living in District 3 and beyond. Learn more HERE
and see the Tallahassee Democrat's photo tour
HERE.

Halloween Safety

Traditional Halloween activities are fun, but some can increase the risk of getting or
spreading COVID-19 or influenza. Accordingly, the CDC advises to plan alternate ways to
participate in Halloween. These include:
Avoid direct contact with trick-or-treaters.
Give out treats outdoors, if possible.
Set up a station with individually bagged treats for kids to take.
Wash hands before handling treats.

Wear a mask.
For further information and to learn other ideas on keeping safe during Halloween, click
here.

Covid-19 Updates
Check out today's COVID-19 Community
Update for the latest information, resources,
and more. Stay informed with official
information at www.LeonCountyFL.gov/EI news right from the County's Emergency
Operations Center.

The Leon County 2020 Annual Report
The Leon County 2020 Annual Report has been released! This
report provides citizens with a comprehensive overview of the
County's progress over the last year towards advancing our
strategic priorities.
Click HERE watch the video summary and click HERE to view the
full report.
Congratulations to all those who contributed to the report and a big thanks to the
incredibly dedicated County staff who work so hard throughout the year. 2020 has been a
challenging year in so many ways and our County staff has been fantastic through it all.

Leon County is First County to Declare
Florida Emancipation Day a Holiday
We are very proud to announce that at our last Commission
meeting, the Board unanimously voted to recognize Florida’s
Emancipation Day (May 20) as a County holiday. Leon County is
the first county in Florida to officially declare this holiday.
On May 20, 1865, emancipation was proclaimed in TallahasseeLeon County 11 days after the end of the Civil War and two years
after the Proclamation was first issued by President Abraham
Lincoln freed those enslaved in Southern states. On that day, the
Proclamation was read by Union General Ed McCook from the steps of the Knott House,
effectively ending slavery in the state of Florida.
“Recognizing Emancipation Day as a County holiday further demonstrates the County’s
commitment to racial equity and diversity throughout our organization and in the
community,” said Leon County Administrator Vincent S. Long. “Like we have done for
years, the County looks forward to working with community partners and historians in
commemorating the importance of May 20.”
Leon County will continue its commitment to celebrating and elevating Emancipation Day
events with local cultural agencies to drive interest for residents and visitors alike.
Starting in 2021, County offices will be closed on May 20 in observance of the holiday.

Be Sure to Vote!

Have you voted yet? Early voting is well underway and you can cast your ballot at any one
of the 10 early voting locations, with little to no wait time! In addition, if you are voting by

mail you can drop off your ballot at any early voting site during early voting hours. For
further information, visit LeonVotes.gov
And did you know you can track your Vote By Mail ballot? Visit
https://leonvotes.org/YourVoterinfo to check your ballot's status.

Blueprint Has a New Website!
Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency has launched a new
website! Visit BlueprintIA.org to see their new look, new
features and updates on upcoming projects.

Happy 33rd Anniversary to Salty Dawg!
Rick and his daughter Madeline were happy to join
one of District 3's most established spots, Salty Dawg
Pub and Deli, as they celebrated their 33rd
anniversary.
Congratulations to owners Lana and Patsy and the
entire Salty Dawg team!

Get Your Flu Shot

Getting a flu vaccine is more important than ever during 2020-2021 to protect yourself and
the people around you from flu, and to help reduce the strain on healthcare systems
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Be sure to get your flu shot sooner, rather than later. You should get a flu vaccine before
flu viruses begin spreading in the community, since it takes about two weeks after

vaccination for antibodies to develop in the body and provide protection against flu.
Click HERE to learn more.

It's Not Too Much to Mask
As a reminder, Leon County's mask ordinance is still in
place. Make sure you are wearing your mask (covering
both your nose and mouth) when out in public.

Drop Off Old Tires at County Amnesty Days for Free
To help prevent breeding grounds for mosquitoes, Leon
County Government is hosting its tire amnesty event for
citizens to drop off tires for free. All Leon County citizens
who bring a valid ID verifying their County residence may
participate.
The event goes until Friday, November 20 with social
distancing guidelines in place. Residents may dispose of up to 25 passenger car tires free
of charge. Commercial loads will not be accepted.
Click HERE to learn more.

Playgrounds and Fall Youth Sports
Effective September 29, Leon County reopened County
playgrounds with social distancing in place and allowed
Fall youth sports to recommence at County active
recreation facilities with public health measures in place.
Click HERE for the latest info.

The Leon County Historical Scavenger Hunt
Explore Leon County in a new way and get your
steps in at the same time by participating in the Leon
County Historical Scavenger Hunt!
Created by Leon County's mapping geniuses in our
GIS department, you can participate in this challenge
by registering with Working Well's Corporate Cup.
Find more information HERE.

Spooky Night Trivia
How much do you know about all
things SPOOKY?
Join our friends at the Library for
Spooky Trivia Night on Friday,

October 30th at 6:30 p.m.
Have the chance to win prizes!
1st place: $50 gift card
2nd place: $25 gift card
3rd place: $15 gift card
*Prizes must be picked up at a LeRoy
Collins Leon County Public Library
location. Prizes sponsored by the
Friends of the Library*
Recommended for 18+
To join the event:
https://zoom.us/j/93323951474

