
WELCOME TO THE
WOODVILLE SEPTIC-TO-SEWER CONVERSION PROJECT

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

CONNECT TO PROTECT
WAKULLA SPRINGS

September 12, 2019



Leon County
 Responsible for overall Management of the Woodville Sewer Program
 Administering and providing half of the funding
 Collecting sewer connection sign-ups
 Permitting & monitor sewer project improvements
 Construction Administration and oversight

City of Tallahassee
 Assisting with reviews of this sewer project
 Responsible for operation and maintenance of sewer collection 

system after construction

Who is the Project Team?



Who is the Project Team?

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
 Provide a grant for half of the sewer project cost through the 

Statewide Springs Protection Program

Infrastructure Solution Services (ISS) Team 
 Responsible for the engineering design and permitting of the sewer 

project



Purpose of this Public Meeting – The  Why?  What?  How? 

This is the second of four Woodville Sewer 
Public Information Meetings.

This Public Meeting is informational for 
Residents to understand:

1) Why should I convert from my septic 
system to central sewer?

2) What happens to convert from septic to 
central sewer?

3) How do I sign up to connect and How
much is this going to cost the 
homeowner?

4) Please save your Questions for after 
the presentation at each of 4 sewer 
connection sign up stations.



Why do we need this central sewer project?

Septic tanks leach 
nutrients and fecal 
coliform into the 
soil that 
contaminate the 
surrounding 
environment and 
nearby 
groundwater and 
surface waters like 
Wakulla Springs.

Woodville Septic-to-Sewer ProgramWoodville Septic-to-Sewer Program



Why do we need this central sewer project?

Water bodies like 
Wakulla Springs that 
receive higher levels of 
nutrients have 
resulting algae 
blooms. Significant 
algae blooms remove 
oxygen and can have a 
detrimental effect on 
the fish, birds, 
crustaceans, and even 
mammals in water 
bodies.

Nitrogen
Sources

CONNECTING TO CENTRAL SEWER PROTECTS WAKULLA SPRINGS



Wastewater flows from house through septic 
tank and drain field into the soil and 
groundwater and surface water.

Wastewater flows from house into closed 
gravity piping system and is pumped to WWTP 
for treatment.

How does this new sewer project work?

Septic Sewer System Gravity Sewer System

Please disconnect from septic tanks and connect to new central sewers!



What does a Gravity Sewer System look like?

Top view of a gravity 
sewer manhole lid

Top view of a gravity 
sewer manhole lid

Cross-section of gravity 
sewer pipes and manholes 
under roadway

Cross-section of gravity 
sewer pipes and manholes 
under roadway



•City of Tallahassee will operate and maintain these 
public pump “lift” stations

•Lift stations will be a concrete lid structure a few 
inches above the ground and 6 to 8 ft diameter and 
valves above ground.

•The lift station will have an electrical control panel 
and may have a fence around it.

•Sewer systems have manhole lids at ground level

•Each residence will have a clean out at ground level

•Most other aspects of the sewer system are below 
ground

What will I see with a Sewer Pump Station?



Septic 
Tank Trees

Trees
Residence

Residence

Residence

LEON COUNTY TEAM WILL:
 Attempt to contact Property Owners
 Survey spot elevations from residence back to 

roadway
 Select preliminary lateral route during design

CONSTRUCTION ON YOUR 
PROPERTY WILL INCLUDE:
 Construction Contractor will finalize and 

construct the sewer lateral connection
 Septic Tank cleaned, tank broken up, and leach 

(drain) field abandoned in place
 Water well abandonment if you have a well 
 Restoration of Yard

How will the sewer lateral line connection to my 
residence work?
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Grinder Pump System for Special Conditions

•Basin approximate size 2ft diameter, 3 ft high

•Typically low power use (110 Volt Power)

•Owner maintains grinder pump system after construction

GRINDER PUMP SYSTEM LAYOUT Approximately 5 out 
of 200 initial 

connections will 
need a grinder 

system

•Single Residential Pump

•Pumps to Sewer Main In Road

•Lid Flush With Ground

•Grant Buys and Installs



Leon County Woodville Sewer System Project

SERVICE AREAS 0 THRU 7
 Phase 1A [Green]

 Service Area 0 – Summer 2021

 Phase 1B [Pink]

 Service Area 1 & 2 – Spring 2022

 Phase 1C-1 [Blue]

 Service Area 3 & 4 – Spring 2023

 Phase 1C-2 [Red Orange]

 Service Area 5, 6, & 7 – Spring 2024

Sewer Available 
(Anticipated By Year)



Leon County Woodville Sewer System Project

WATER IN SERVICE AREAS 0 THRU 7
 Significant portion of Woodville Sewer 

Service Area have existing water service

 Water services added only where water 
system piping is in front of existing 
residence

 Abandonment of water well from house 
will be required when connecting to water

Water Services 
in Woodville



What is the initial construction cost to 
each homeowner?

• Leon County has funding available to match FDEP’s annual grant for this 
sewer project.   Must sign up prior to December 20, 2019.  So zero
construction cost to the homeowner.

• Sewer connection to home & associated fees, and possible water service 
connection = $ Paid 

• Abandonment of septic tank, and possible water well abandonment = $ 
Paid 

• Restoration of yard = $ Paid 



• The continuing monthly cost for each homeowner will be based on 
the wastewater generated as calculated from potable water use (if 
on City of Tallahassee Water).

• If City water is not available for your property, City of Tallahassee 
will determine a flat rate for billing.

• City of Tallahassee Staff are available to share typical wastewater 
rate information. 

What is the estimated monthly wastewater 
bill to each Customer?



ON-GOING PROJECT ACTIVITIES:
 Resident Sewer Connection Sign-ups - Very 

Important!

 Surveying in the Field is Underway on Roads & 

Residences

 Soil Borings and Wetlands Line Identification 

Starting

 Sewer Design and Permitting Underway

Woodville Sewer Project On-Going Activities



Field Data Collection: Working in your neighborhood

Collection of good field data for the design is 
imperative to the success of this central sewer 
system project.  
Please be helpful to our team in the field. 
We need elevation data on your property.



Design and Permitting Phase

Service Area 
0 Begins

Service Area 
0 Complete

Service 
Areas 1 & 2 

Begin

Service 
Areas 1 & 2 
Complete

Service 
Areas 3 & 4 

Begin

Service 
Areas 3 & 4 
Complete

Service 
Areas 5, 6 & 

7 Begin

Service 
Areas 5, 6 & 
7 Complete

Construction Phase

Apr 2020 Jun 2021 Feb 2021 Apr 2022 Feb 2022 Apr 2023 Feb 2023 Mar 2024

Woodville Sewer Current Project Schedule

Oct/Nov 
2019 Dec 2019 Oct 2020Sep 2019Mar 2019

Design & 
Permitting 

Start

Future 
Public 

Meeting(s)

Deadline 
for 

Application

Design and 
Permitting 
Complete

May 2019

We are here

2nd Public 
Meeting

1st Public 
Meeting



FROM NOW UNTIL DEC 20TH



CONNECT TO PROTECT
WAKULLA SPRINGS

PLEASE SIGN UP  TO CONNECT TO CENTRAL SEWERPLEASE SIGN UP  TO CONNECT TO CENTRAL SEWER

September 12, 2019

Thank you for this opportunity to serve the 
residents of Woodville and Leon County.



LEON COUNTY CONTACTS:
Mr. Felton Ard, PE Mr. George Su, PE
Leon County Customer Support Engineer Leon County Project Manager
2280 Miccosukee Rd, 2280 Miccosukee Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32308 Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 606-1515 (850) 606-1544

Woodville Sewer Contacts

Sewer Connection Forms can be mailed to:
Attn: Mr. Felton Ard, PE 
Leon County Public Works Department
2280 Miccosukee Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Sewer Connection Forms can be attained at the Leon County Woodville Project Website:
http://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Home/County-Projects/Woodville-Rural-Community-
Septic-to-Sewer-Conversion-Project











Woodville Septic-to-Sewer Comment Cards

September	12,	2019



Leon County Woodville Sewer System Project

 $1.5 million grant from Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection for passive advanced 
treatment systems

 Design through September 2019

 Construction contractors bid award in December 2019

 Installation begins Spring 2020

Alternative Septic 
System Project



Alternative Septic System Project Contacts

Mr. Felton Ard, PE Ms. Theresa Heiker, PE
Leon County Customer Support Engineer Leon County Project Manager
2280 Miccosukee Rd 2280 Miccosukee Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32308 Tallahassee, FL 32308
(850) 606-1515 (850) 606-1526

Septic Upgrade Forms can be mailed to:
Attn: Mr. Felton Ard, PE 
Leon County Public Works Department
2280 Miccosukee Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32308

Sewer Connection Forms can be attained at the Leon County Alternative Septic System 
Project Website:

http://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Home/County-Projects/


