
Dear Neighbor,

Happy New Year!

As we step into 2026, I am reflecting on the three years I’ve shared with you as your County Commissioner. If

you’ve been reading these newsletters, you know that our progress isn't just about votes in a chamber — it's

about the collective effort of an engaged community.

Together, we have taken real steps to improve our response to the biggest issues facing Leon County. Whether

advocating for affordable housing or ensuring financial transparency, that work only happens when neighbors

stay informed and involved.

Thank you for the honor of representing you. I look forward to another year of putting people first and making

progress for everyone in our community.

Sincerely,

David

P.S. — Washington Square Progress: I’m happy to share that the work to fix the streets and sidewalks around the

stalled Washington Square project is almost done. I’ve been pushing for this since April, and it’s good to see these

downtown streets finally becoming safe and open again. You can watch the WCTV news story here. 

World Athletics Cross County Championships
Coming to Leon County
On January 10, 2026, the world’s top cross-country athletes will gather right here in District 5 at Apalachee

Regional Park for the 2026 World Athletics Cross Country Championships. 2026 marks the event’s first return to

the United States in more than 30 years and offers a rare opportunity to witness a global competition right here in

Leon County.

We will welcome athletes and spectators from around the world for a celebration of endurance, community, and

international spirit.

�  Tickets are now on sale! Begin planning your trip today with curated itineraries to explore the best of

Tallahassee before and after race day.

https://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Government/County-Commission/David-T-OKeefe
https://www.wctv.tv/2025/12/29/sidewalk-streets-near-leon-county-courthouse-reopen-after-failed-development-years-delay/
https://raceroster.com/events/2026/106128/world-athletics-cross-country-championships-tallahassee-26
https://visittallahassee.com/world-xc-tallahassee-26/plan-your-cross-country-championships-trip/


Learn more about the World Athletics Cross Country Championships Tallahassee 26

at VisitTallahassee.com/WXC26.

Recent Votes at the County Commission
To keep the public informed on decisions we make at the County Commission, I am providing a summary of the

key votes we took at our December meeting.

https://visittallahassee.com/worldxctallahassee26/
https://visittallahassee.com/worldxctallahassee26/








Shelter Pet of the Month - � Chet �



Meet Chet!

I am a 4-year-old Treeing Walker Coonhound mix. I’m a 55-pound sweetheart with floppy ears and the cutest

freckles. I was surrendered because my previous owner’s small apartment wasn't a good fit for a hound like me, and

I’m really looking forward to finding a home where I can stretch my legs.

I am an active boy who loves to explore and play, but I also have a gentle side and love to relax once the fun is over. I

am very social and friendly with everyone I meet. If you have other dogs at home, I’d love to meet them first to make

sure we’re a good match.

I’m a loving guy, and I know I’ll make a great addition to the right family!

By Appointment: Daily, 10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Walk-in Kennel Viewings: Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Phone: 850-891-2950

Shelter Address: 1125 Easterwood Drive

Shelter Adoption Information

Leon County Closures and Service Changes for New Years Holiday
Closed Thursday, January 1, through Friday, January 2 - Leon County offices, libraries, community centers, and

animal control.

Remaining Open - Leon County Parks and Recreation Facilities (parks, greenways, campgrounds, and boat landings.

Residential Waste Collection - Delayed by one day for citizens whose regular pick-up is Wednesday, Thursday, or

Friday of the holiday week.

https://www.talgov.com/animals/OnlineKennel/CHET_19
https://www.talgov.com/animals/OnlineKennel/CHET_19
https://www.talgov.com/animals/asc-adopt


Watch our Community Updates on Youtube

Stay connected between newsletters by subscribing to our YouTube channel. Each week we share updates on

County projects, local events, and issues that matter to the community. 

� Subscribe on YouTube

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Citizen Charter Review Commission

https://www.youtube.com/@commishokeefe
https://www.youtube.com/@commishokeefe
https://www2.leoncountyfl.gov/Committees/Committees/Committee/1163


Jan. 8 at 11:30 a.m.

Jan. 22 at 11:30 a.m.

Leon County Commission

Jan. 26 at 9:00 a.m. - Annual Commission Retreat

Jan. 27 at 3:00 p.m. - Commission Meeting

Jan. 27 at 6:00 p.m. - Public Hearings

https://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/Government/Commission-Meetings/Upcoming-Meeting-Information
https://www.flickr.com/photos/199530377@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/199530377@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/199530377@N05/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/199530377@N05/
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