
By St. Clair Murraine
Outlook Staff Writer 

Speaking at a press con-
ference that seemed more 
like a rally, government 
officials, community lead-
ers and law enforcement 
officers appealed to the 
community to help deter 
teenagers from crime.

They called specifical-
ly for halting gun-related 
crimes that have been on 
the rise in recent months. 
Law enforcement statistics 
show that about 80 percent 
of gun-related and violent 
crimes in the area are com-
mitted by young people 
ages 15-21.

The conversation about 
guns and drugs in the city 
last Saturday on a stage 
set up at the intersection 
of Georgia and Macomb 
streets kicked off the Ur-
ban League’s Unity in the 
Community celebration. 
The event in Frenchtown 
returned after being post-
poned the previous two 
years because of the coro-
navirus.

Crime is especially being 
committed in communities 
with the 32304 zip code, 
which has the highest pov-
erty rate in Florida.

Expressing frustration 
about the belief that arrest-
ing individuals who com-

mit crime is the only solu-
tion, Leon County Sheriff 
Walt McNeil said it’s time 
to move beyond talking. 
Proof of what could work 
is in the results of a recent 
study by his agency titled 
“The Anatomy of a Homi-
cide Project,” he said.

The report shows the 
correlation between youth 
and poverty in relation to 
crime. The report covers a 
five-year period, starting in 
2015.

“We now have proof of 
what we already knew; that 
locking people up isn’t go-
ing to solve this problem,” 
McNeil said.

He said he planned to 

present the findings from 
the study to county com-
missioners at their meeting 
on Tuesday.

Each speaker empha-
sized that the time has 
c o m e    to move beyond 
talking, some making their 
points more passionate 
than others.

Community advocate 
and historian Delaitre 
Hollinger, responded to 
what he’d listened to for al-
most an hour, agreeing that 
stopping crime will take 
more than another round of 
conversations.

“It has to be something 
more than that,” he said. 
“Each person, not only the 

people that are here but the 
people within the commu-
nity who call themselves 
community leaders are go-
ing to have to take it upon 
themselves to reach the 
young Black men. 

“We have to go, whether 
by foot into the neighbor-
hoods, door to door or into 
the school system; it’s up to 
us to do it. If we are sitting 
back waiting on someone 
else to do it it’s not going 
to happen.”

Concerning the demo-
graphic that tends to com-
mit most crimes in Talla-
hassee, Deputy Tallahassee 
Police Department Chief 
Maurice Holmes said the 

15-21 age group should be 
part of the conversation for 
solutions.

“We have to figure out 
a way to engage that age 
group so that they can re-
lease some of that anger,” 
Holmes said. “They are the 
ones that see this problem 
first-hand. They are the 
ones that know how it feels, 
they are the ones that’s los-
ing their brothers and sis-
ters, their classmates.”

Holmes wrapped up his 
speech by issuing a remind-
er for residents who carry a 
gun in their automobiles to 
lock them up. Studies have 
found that many gun-relat-
ed crimes are committed 

with stolen weapons.
Several approaches were 

recommended by speakers 
for reducing crime, with 
almost everyone saying 
the effort has to go beyond 
meetings and more discus-
sions.

County Commissioner 
Bill Proctor, who has held 
symposiums on poverty in 
recent years, was vehement 
about finding a solution.

“I’m frustrated as hell 
trying to talk about 32304 
and lift this issue to a point 
of concern,” Proctor said. 
“It’s just time to look at 
where we are. I’m asking 
you to get serious about 
what responsibility we 
have in front of us.”

Proctor went on to call 
on Mayor John Dailey and 
other city and county com-
missioners to meet early 
next year to come up with 
solutions.

Dailey, who mentioned 
the case of a student taking 
a BB gun to one of his son’s 
school, said he supports 
Proctor’s idea.

“We wake up every day 
trying to make this city a 
better place,” Dailey said. 
“We wake up every day try-
ing to keep our streets safe. 
This is a serious issue. It’s 
going to take everyone to 
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Leaders want less talk in fight against crime

Mutaqee Akbar, president of the NAACP, called for 
action in the fight against crime.
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Leon County Sheriff Walt McNeil delivered a very 
passionate speech on crime.
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Crump receives honorary degree
One of the highlights of 

the graduation ceremo-
ny last Friday at FAMU 
was the university’s pre-
sentation of an honorary 
doctorate degree to civil 
rights and personal in-
jury attorney Benjamin 
Crump. FAMU president 
Larry Robinson present-
ed the degree. Crump, 
who lives in Tallahassee, 
also received honorary 
degrees from St. Augus-
tine and Lincoln univer-
sities last spring. Crump 
has been the lead attor-
ney on several major cas-
es, including representing 
the families of Ahmaud 
Arbery, Breonna Taylor, 
George Floyd, and Ja-
cob Blake. In some of his 
earlier cases, Crump rep-
resented the families of 
Martin Lee Anderson and 
Trayvon Martin in two 
highly publicized Florida 
cases.

Photos by Vaughn Wilson 

Commission tells developer meet with 
residents before land sale talks continue
By St. Clair Murraine
Outlook Staff Writer 

Negotiations for the sale 
of a small city-owned plot 
of land on West Tennessee 
Street is on pause until af-
ter the Frenchtown Neigh-
borhood Association meets 
with developers who want 
to buy the property.

Chicago-based Peerless 
Developers presented their 
plan for a mixed use struc-
ture to the City Commis-
sion last Wednesday. It was 
met with opposition from 
residents who spoke before 
the commission voted 3-2 
to wait for the outcome of 
a meeting between French-
town residents and Peerless 
representatives.

The developers plan to 
build 300 residential units, 
with about 15,000 square 
feet of commercial space 
on the land that runs from 
Macomb Street to the loca-
tion of Chubby’s Chicken 
on Tennessee Street.  The 
city-owned portion sits 
between Chubby’s and the 
former Leon Theater that 
was last used as Haven of 
Rest.

However, commission-
ers hedged on approving 
the plans after Joseph Pat-
rick spoke for the develop-
ers. Commissioner Dianne 
Williams-Cox insisted that 
the plans can’t move for-
ward without forming a 
Community Action Team 

Vince Long

Person of the year 
Part-time job set 
career path for County 
Administrator Long 
By St. Clair Murraine
Outlook staff writer 

Always looking for 
meaningful work to help 
pay his way through col-
lege, Vince Long took a job 
as a legislative monitor for 
Pinellas County.

Through that job at the 
Capitol, Long met Parwez 
Alam, administrator for 
Leon County at the time. 
Long eventually became an 

intern with the county and 
Alam mentored him in the 
mid 1990’s.

There was hardly any-
thing about governance and 
being a top administrator 
that Long didn’t pick up 
along the way. 

Long didn’t leave the 
county after graduating 
from FSU and when Alam 
retired in 2011, he was an 
easy choice to fill the va-
cancy. Long is being rec-

ognized around the state 
for his leadership and man-
agement of Leon County 
today.

But he harkened back to 
the years he spent under 
Alam’s guidance for what 

SEE PERSON PAGE 8  

to arrange the meeting.
If the meeting results in 

an agreement between res-
idents and the developer 
Williams-Cox said money 
from the sale should go to 
affordable housing or hous-
ing for the homeless.

“What I am in favor of 
is some housing that will 
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DeSantis pitches $99.7 billion budget
By Jim Saunders
News Service of Florida

Saying that Florida is 
“clicking on all cylin-
ders,” Gov. Ron DeSantis 
proposed an election-year 
$99.7 billion budget that 
would funnel money to ed-
ucation, the environment 
and law-enforcement offi-
cers while giving motorists 
a temporary gas-tax break.

The proposal, which 
came as DeSantis runs for a 
second term in November, 
will be a starting point for 
lawmakers as they negoti-
ate a spending plan during 
the legislative session that 
will start Jan. 11.

“This is a huge, huge 
budget. This is a huge 
deal,” DeSantis said last 
Thursday during a news 

conference at the Capitol. 
“This is something that is 
going to have very positive 
effects. We are doing that 
while remaining the lowest 
per-capita tax burden in the 
country.”

The bottom line of De-
Santis’ proposal would be 
about $2 billion less than 
the current year’s budget, 
according to the governor’s 
office. The current year 
budget, which took effect 
in July, became the state’s 
first $100 billion budget, 
at least in part because of a 
huge influx of federal mon-
ey tied to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

DeSantis’ proposal 
would continue to use such 
federal money to fund key 
issues, such as a plan to 
eliminate state gas taxes for 

five months starting in July. 
Federal money would make 
up for about $1 billion in 
lost gas-tax revenue that 
ordinarily goes to transpor-
tation projects.

The governor in recent 
weeks trickled out some de-
tails of the budget, spurring 
Democrats to argue that the 
spending plan should be 
more “people-centered.”

“The state’s budget 
should prioritize the every-
day challenges facing the 
people across our state and 
reflect a commitment to the 
important partnership be-
tween the state and federal 
government that is needed 
for Florida and Floridians 
to thrive, not more double 
talk from the governor that 
only serves his political 
aspirations,” Agriculture 

Commissioner Nikki Fried, 
a Democratic candidate for 
governor, said in a prepared 
statement last Thursday af-
ter DeSantis released the 
proposal.

DeSantis’ proposal in-
cludes:

•Spending $600 million 
to continue efforts to raise 
salaries of public-school 
teachers, an increase of $50 
million over the current 
year. The plan also would 
provide $238 million for 
$1,000 “retention” bonuses 
for teachers and principals.

•No tuition increases for 
state college or university 
students.

•Spending $980 million 
on Everglades restoration 
and other water projects. 
That amount includes $660 
million related to the Ever-

glades, with other money 
going to addressing issues 
such as blue-green algae, 
red tide and natural springs.

•Spending $124.2 mil-
lion to increase base pay 
for correctional officers, as 
the prison system grapples 
with massive turnover. De-
Santis also wants to give 
pay raises to law-enforce-
ment officers at other agen-
cies and provide $1,000 
bonuses to police officers, 
firefighters, paramedics and 
emergency-medical techni-
cians throughout the state.

•Spending $226.5 million 
to increase Medicaid pay-
ment rates for health- and 
human-services providers 
such as nursing homes as 
a way to address staffing 
problems. The budget also 
would provide $100 mil-

lion for cancer care and re-
search, an increase of $37 
million from the current 
year.

•Providing $225 million 
for pay increases for state 
employees, in addition to 
the increases sought for 
correctional officers and 
law-enforcement officers.

•Eliminating state gas 
taxes for a five-month peri-
od and holding a series of 
sales-tax “holidays.” That 
includes a 10-day period 
in which back-to-school 
shoppers could avoid pay-
ing sales taxes on clothes, 
school supplies and person-
al computers.

•News Service Assign-
ment Manager Tom Urban 
contributed to this report. 

get involved.”
Curtis Taylor, president/

CEO of the local Urban 
League, disclosed that the 
organization’s national 
chapter has issued a com-
prehensive plan with rec-
ommendations for reducing 
crime. Taylor also told the 
audience that his grand-

child was the victim of a 
shooting incident, which 
she survived.

He suggested that di-
version programs that will 
keep young people off the 
streets with drugs and guns, 
could be a start to slowing 
down the recent rash of 
gun-related crimes. 

Later on, Rudy Fergu-

son said that it was his 
involvement with the Ur-
ban League that helped to 
change his life. Ferguson, 
a candidate for an at-large 
seat on the County Com-
mission, is pastor at New 
Birth Tabernacle of Praise.

He alluded to Ur-
ban League’s Operation 
BEATS program, which he 

was a part of in the 1980’s, 
as something that could 
be revived. He grew up in 
Griffin Heights, an area in 
the 32304 zip code where 
he still lives.

“I’ve lost a lot of friends 
from 1010 Basin Street, 
which was my stomping 
ground,” Ferguson said. 
“I’ve lost a lot of friends 

from Holton Street and 
Southside. I’ve lost a lot.”

Ironically, County Com-
missioner Nick Maddox, 
whose seat Ferguson is 
seeking, followed with a 
plea for adults to consider 
mentoring young people in 
their neighborhoods. It was 
mentoring that changed his 
life, Maddox said, pledging 

to be proactive.
“We are going to do all 

we can to try to create jobs 
and stop the violence and 
do everything we can to get 
guns off the streets,” Mad-
dox said. “But we cannot 
do it by ourselves. We need 
every one of you to help us 
do that.”

CRIME FROM PAGE 1

he is achieving now.
“It was a very rare op-

portunity to do the work, so 
when I came to my job as 
county administrator I had 
a very deep perspective of 
the organization and chal-
lenges that people face at 
their levels of the organi-
zation,” Long said. “I call 
upon that very regularly in 
my work.”

One of the more recent 
recognitions that Long re-
ceived is being named one 
of the Capital Outlook’s 
Persons of the Year. The 
other is Dr. Monique But-
ler.

“I’m so appreciative to 
receive such recognition 
from the Capital Outlook,” 
Long said. “I do so on be-
half of literally hundreds of 
employees who in addition 
to doing their jobs have 
worked almost every day 
for two years in response to 
the pandemic. I’m humble 
and grateful to receive such 
recognition.”

Being in government 
wasn’t exactly what Long 
had in mind when he left 
Inverness to attend FSU in 

1989. His plan was to fol-
low the part of other family 
members who work for ei-
ther the FBI or the CIA.

Before coming to FSU, 
Long who was born in New 
York City, grew up in In-
verness and attended Citrus 
High School. He’d worked 
several odd-jobs, mostly 
as an assistant with his fa-
ther’s moving company.

Up until he became 
County Administrator, 
Long was an adjunct pro-
fessor at FSU. For 13 years 
he conducted classes in 
government administration. 

Just a few years before he 
became an instructor, Long 
earned a Master of Public 
Administration from FSU’s 
Askew School of Public 
Administration and Poli-
cy. He also is a graduate 
of the Harvard University, 
JFK School of Government 
Institute for Senior Exec-
utives in State and Local 
Government.

According to the county’s 
website, Long is currently 
on the Board of Directors 
of  the Florida Association 
of County Managers. A for-
mer president of the board, 
Long also is on the Board 

of Directors for the Flor-
ida Association of Coun-
ties Institute for County 
Government. He is also on 
the Florida Trust Board of 
Trustees.

But Long, 52, isn’t driv-
en by accolades, said Bill 
Proctor, chairman of Leon 
County Board of Com-
missioners. Long has ex-
ceptional communication 
skills that has earned him 
the respect of the staff he 
oversees, said Proctor.

“That’s the extraordinary 
quality that sets him apart,” 
Proctor said. “He knows the 
theory and he understands 
the chemistry of people’s 
human interaction. That’s 
important to me.

“This is a big organi-
zation and he is that guy 
who sets that tone how. He 
knows a little bit about all 
of it in ways that he can 
hold them accountable.”

Long took his manage-
ment skills to another level 
during the pandemic. When 
he had to make the hard call 
to sanction employees who 
weren’t vaccinated, he did 
it without hesitation.

Earlier in the pandem-
ic, Long found himself 

in-charge of getting $132 
million from the federal 
CARES ACT to businesses 
and individuals. He didn’t 
miss a beat, crediting his 
staff for that. He also cited 
the Statewide Coronavirus 
Vaccination Community 
Education and Engagement 
Task Force for helping to 
direct the effort.

The county’s success 
in distributing the funds 
earned it a No. 1 rating in 
the state and No. 6 nation-
wide.

Making the distribution 
plan work was deliberate, 
Long said.

“We took the approach 
that this may be the most 
important thing that we 
ever do so we needed to do 
it better than we did any-
thing else,” he said.

They executed it without 
any playbook, considering 
that there wasn’t a prece-
dent to follow.

“Many of us had been 
together for decades and 
we had worked on so 
many major issues over the 
years,” he said. “We had 
put together plans and exe-
cuted plans before so when 
this came down we knew 

that we could do this and 
do it very well.”

At the same time Long 
was keeping pace with how 
the county’s healthcare fa-
cilities were handling the 
pandemic. However, his in-
volvement started years be-
fore, said Jeanne Freeman, 
CEO of Neighborhood 
Medical Center.

Long made the effective-
ness of Federally Qualified 
Health Centers a priority, 
she said.

“He definitely under-
stands the value of FQHC 
and the partnership,” she 
said. “He has embraced that 
and set the tone for every-
one else.”

Hearing from Long or his 
staff a few times each week 
isn’t unusual, she said. 
The demographics that the 
health center serves is an 
obvious concern for Long, 
she said.

“His compassion knows 
no boundaries. Vince is a 
person who understands 
that what’s good for one is 
good for the other and there 
should be no separation 
depending on what side of 
town you live on,” she said. 
“He doesn’t see that so he 

has made it his mission, 
as it relates to healthcare, 
that everyone has equitable 
access to those quality ser-
vices.

“He understands that 
FQHC are integral part of 
making sure that happens 
in our community so he has 
made sure that we provide 
access to that population 
of patients who need us the 
most. He’s never wavered 
in supporting us.”

Long’s concern for the 
wellbeing of Leon Coun-
ty residents also includes 
putting together an effec-
tive hurricane preparedness 
plans each year. The county 
had executed its hurricane 
readiness plan so well, that 
FEMA took note and made 
it a model for the rest of the 
country to use. Long sus-
pects that FEMA saw more 
to his hurricane plan than 
the front end.

“All counties and cit-
ies respond well to hurri-
canes,” he said, “but we try 
to do after-action after ev-
ery hurricane.”
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Faris accepts award at 
commission meeting

Jenna Tala (second left), Executive Director of the Florida Municipal Communi-
cators Association, presented the communicator of the year award to Alison Faris 
(right).
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An award presented to 
the City of Tallahassee 
Communications Director 
Alison Faris seemed like 
any other that took place 
in city hall. The Florida 
Municipal Communica-
tors Association award 
that she received prior to 
last Wednesday commis-
sion meeting was different, 
though.

Faris made history by 
being the first recipient of 
the communicator of the 
year award recognized by 

the FMCA. The award was 
presented by Jenna Tala, 
Executive Director of Flor-
ida Municipal Communica-
tors Association.

Faris was selected from 
a statewide field, said Tala, 
reading an excerpt from 
a submission that recom-
mended Faris for the honor. 

“Municipal communi-
cation may be the job but 
Alison encourages her 
employees to hold them-
selves to the standard of 
a high end PR marketing 
shop,” Tala read from the 
submission. “Staying root-

ed in fundamentals, Alison 
continually asks her team 
to think beyond the status 
quo and touch innovative 
approaches in all commu-
nication medium. Details 
matter and while she will 
get in the weeds to ensure 
an excellent product, she 
never loses sight of the big 
picture.”

One of the criteria for eli-
gibility is being in the com-
munication position for at 
least five years. Faris has 
been in the position with 
the city since 2016.

“It is such a privilege to 

represent the City of Talla-
hassee and an honor to ac-
cept this award because we 
have a great team and com-
munication is such a high 
priority,” Faris said.

The city also won best 
publication for its annual 
report and its social media 
work received honorable 
mention.

‘This is a big, big, big 

deal,” Mayor John Dailey 
said after the award was 
presented to Faris. “I can’t 
tell you how proud we are 
of you and the team and the 
job that you do.”
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