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Holmes said. “They are the
ones that see this problem
first-hand. They are the
ones that know how it feels,
they are the ones that’s losing their brothers and sisters, their classmates.”
Holmes wrapped up his
speech by issuing a reminder for residents who carry a
gun in their automobiles to
lock them up. Studies have
found that many gun-related crimes are committed

other city and
county comTiger Woods announces return to golf
missioners to meet early
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next year to come up with
solutions.
Dailey, who mentioned
the case of a student taking
a BB gun to one of his son’s
school, said he supports
Proctor’s idea.
“We wake up every day
trying to make this city a
better place,” Dailey said.
“We wake up every day trying to keep our streets safe.
This is a serious issue. It’s
going to take everyone to
SEE CRIME PAGE 8
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Faris made history by
being the first recipient of
the communicator of the
year award recognized by

selves to the standard of
a high end PR marketing
shop,” Tala read from the
submission. “Staying root-

least five years. Faris has
been in the position with
the city since 2016.
“It is such a privilege to

cept this award because we
have a great team and communication is such a high
priority,” Faris said.

report and its social media
work received honorable
mention.
‘This is a big, big, big

presented to Faris. “I can’t
tell you how proud we are
of you and the team and the
job that you do.”
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1989. His plan was to follow the part of other family
members who work for either the FBI or the CIA.
Before coming to FSU,
Long who was born in New
York City, grew up in Inverness and attended Citrus
High School. He’d worked
several odd-jobs, mostly
as an assistant with his father’s moving company.
Up until he became
County
Administrator,
Long was an adjunct professor at FSU. For 13 years
he conducted classes in
government administration.
Just a few years before he
became an instructor, Long
earned a Master of Public
Administration from FSU’s
Askew School of Public
Administration and Policy. He also is a graduate
of the Harvard University,
JFK School of Government
Institute for Senior Executives in State and Local
Government.
According to the county’s
website, Long is currently
on the Board of Directors
of the Florida Association
of County Managers. A former president of the board,
Long also is on the Board

of Directors for the Florida Association of Counties Institute for County
Government. He is also on
the Florida Trust Board of
Trustees.
But Long, 52, isn’t driven by accolades, said Bill
Proctor, chairman of Leon
County Board of Commissioners. Long has exceptional communication
skills that has earned him
the respect of the staff he
oversees, said Proctor.
“That’s the extraordinary
quality that sets him apart,”
Proctor said. “He knows the
theory and he understands
the chemistry of people’s
human interaction. That’s
important to me.
“This is a big organization and he is that guy
who sets that tone how. He
knows a little bit about all
of it in ways that he can
hold them accountable.”
Long took his management skills to another level
during the pandemic. When
he had to make the hard call
to sanction employees who
weren’t vaccinated, he did
it without hesitation.
Earlier in the pandemic, Long found himself

in-charge of getting $132
million from the federal
CARES ACT to businesses
and individuals. He didn’t
miss a beat, crediting his
staff for that. He also cited
the Statewide Coronavirus
Vaccination
Community
Education and Engagement
Task Force for helping to
direct the effort.
The county’s success
in distributing the funds
earned it a No. 1 rating in
the state and No. 6 nationwide.
Making the distribution
plan work was deliberate,
Long said.
“We took the approach
that this may be the most
important thing that we
ever do so we needed to do
it better than we did anything else,” he said.
They executed it without
any playbook, considering
that there wasn’t a precedent to follow.
“Many of us had been
together for decades and
we had worked on so
many major issues over the
years,” he said. “We had
put together plans and executed plans before so when
this came down we knew

that we could do this and
do it very well.”
At the same time Long
was keeping pace with how
the county’s healthcare facilities were handling the
pandemic. However, his involvement started years before, said Jeanne Freeman,
CEO of Neighborhood
Medical Center.
Long made the effectiveness of Federally Qualified
Health Centers a priority,
she said.
“He definitely understands the value of FQHC
and the partnership,” she
said. “He has embraced that
and set the tone for everyone else.”
Hearing from Long or his
staff a few times each week
isn’t unusual, she said.
The demographics that the
health center serves is an
obvious concern for Long,
she said.
“His compassion knows
no boundaries. Vince is a
person who understands
that what’s good for one is
good for the other and there
should be no separation
depending on what side of
town you live on,” she said.
“He doesn’t see that so he

has made it his mission,
as it relates to healthcare,
that everyone has equitable
access to those quality services.
“He understands that
FQHC are integral part of
making sure that happens
in our community so he has
made sure that we provide
access to that population
of patients who need us the
most. He’s never wavered
in supporting us.”
Long’s concern for the
wellbeing of Leon County residents also includes
putting together an effective hurricane preparedness
plans each year. The county
had executed its hurricane
readiness plan so well, that
FEMA took note and made
it a model for the rest of the
country to use. Long suspects that FEMA saw more
to his hurricane plan than
the front end.
“All counties and cities respond well to hurricanes,” he said, “but we try
to do after-action after every hurricane.”

child was the victim of a
shooting incident, which
she survived.
He suggested that diversion programs that will
keep young people off the
streets with drugs and guns,
could be a start to slowing
down the recent rash of
gun-related crimes.
Later on, Rudy Fergu-

son said that it was his
involvement with the Urban League that helped to
change his life. Ferguson,
a candidate for an at-large
seat on the County Commission, is pastor at New
Birth Tabernacle of Praise.
He alluded to Urban League’s Operation
BEATS program, which he

was a part of in the 1980’s,
as something that could
be revived. He grew up in
Griffin Heights, an area in
the 32304 zip code where
he still lives.
“I’ve lost a lot of friends
from 1010 Basin Street,
which was my stomping
ground,” Ferguson said.
“I’ve lost a lot of friends

from Holton Street and
Southside. I’ve lost a lot.”
Ironically, County Commissioner Nick Maddox,
whose seat Ferguson is
seeking, followed with a
plea for adults to consider
mentoring young people in
their neighborhoods. It was
mentoring that changed his
life, Maddox said, pledging

to be proactive.
“We are going to do all
we can to try to create jobs
and stop the violence and
do everything we can to get
guns off the streets,” Maddox said. “But we cannot
do it by ourselves. We need
every one of you to help us
do that.”

he is achieving now.
“It was a very rare opportunity to do the work, so
when I came to my job as
county administrator I had
a very deep perspective of
the organization and challenges that people face at
their levels of the organization,” Long said. “I call
upon that very regularly in
my work.”
One of the more recent
recognitions that Long received is being named one
of the Capital Outlook’s
Persons of the Year. The
other is Dr. Monique Butler.
“I’m so appreciative to
receive such recognition
from the Capital Outlook,”
Long said. “I do so on behalf of literally hundreds of
employees who in addition
to doing their jobs have
worked almost every day
for two years in response to
the pandemic. I’m humble
and grateful to receive such
recognition.”
Being in government
wasn’t exactly what Long
had in mind when he left
Inverness to attend FSU in
CRIME FROM PAGE 1
get involved.”
Curtis Taylor, president/
CEO of the local Urban
League, disclosed that the
organization’s
national
chapter has issued a comprehensive plan with recommendations for reducing
crime. Taylor also told the
audience that his grand-
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