LEON COUNTY RESPONDS DURING COMMUNITY'S TIME OF NEED

In 2016, the Leon County community experienced two events that clearly
demonstrated the resilience and compassion of its citizens. At 5:00 AM
on Saturday, July 2, a bus carrying approximately 35 Haitian migrant
workers en route to their homes in Belle Glade, Florida collided with a
tractor trailer on Coastal Highway 98 in Wakulla County. Immediately, Leon
County and a host of community partners took action to reunite the victims
of the accident with their families in Belle Glade. Private, nonprofit, and
government partners came together to provide care and services for these
individuals — many of whom lost their belongings in the crash — including
Creole language translation, meals and lodging for family members, cell
phones to communicate with family members unable to visit, restoration of
identification, and ultimately transportation to get home.

Only weeks later, on September 2 Hurricane Hermine made landfall on a
path that led directly through Leon County. Hermine was the first hurricane
to hit Florida in 11 years and was the first storm to cause as much damage
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to our community since Hurricane Kate in 1985. Once again, our community
came together to meet the needs of our citizens in the aftermath of the
disaster. Government and volunteer organizations partnered to provide
food, water, and hygiene kits to citizens who lost electrical power to their
homes. A comfort station was established at the Leon County Main Library
for citizens to get out of the heat, charge their electronic devices, and
receive information about available support services. Citizens invited their
neighbors without power into their homes and helped them to clear trees
and debris from their property.

Serving as the central hub for emergency management coordination, the
Leon County Emergency Operations Center remained activated for eight
days. In the beginning of the response, critical staff from the County, City

and other nonprofit partners worked around the clock for 111 hours. Before,

during, and after landfall of Hurricane Hermine, the Emergency Operations
Center performed flawlessly in service to the community.
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