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Contact Us
(850) 606-1940
www.LeonCountyFL.gov/Vets

Goal Statement
To assist veterans and their dependents in 
securing all entitled benefits earned through 
honorable military service, and to advocate 
for veterans’ interests in the community.

Strategic Initiatives/Support Highlights
Economy
•	 Helped veterans and their dependents with 

processing benefit claims and obtaining 
other benefits entitled to them through the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and 
other Federal Agencies. 

•	 Continued to fund and administer Leon 
County’s Active Duty Grant Program, to 
help offset financial obligations for active 
duty service members and their families. 

•	 Continued to fund Leon County’s Veterans 
Emergency Assistance Program, which 
provides veterans in need with emergency 
financial support for expenses such as 
rent, utilities, temporary shelter and 
transportation for medical treatment. 

•	 Continued to support the annual Operation 
Thank You event by hosting fourth annual 
Operation Thank You on Armed Forces 
Day to honor and recognize the service of 
Korean War veterans.

•	 Continued to partner with Career Source 
Capital Region by referring Veterans 
who require assistance with obtaining 
employment job search skills. 

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
•	 Leon County understands that behind every veteran’s benefits 

claim is a veteran in need. In FY15, the Leon County Veteran 
Services Division: 

»» Assisted more than 4,500 veterans and dependents in person.

»» Facilitated claim actions that resulted in Leon County veterans 
receiving more than $8.8 million in new awards.

»» Managed the Veterans Resource Center, where veterans will 
have access to resources to assist them with employment 
needs.

»» Sent “welcome” letters to all separating veterans who designated 
Tallahassee as their home of record or as the place they will be 
relocating to after separation. These letters provide a wealth 
of information regarding services provided by Leon County’s 
Veteran Services and other community resources dedicated for 
veterans.

»» Provided veteran benefits presentations for “Senior Days” at all 
senior center events throughout Leon County.

»» Maintained strong relationships with community partners by 
attending United Vets monthly coordinating meetings.

•	 To honor and recognize the service of Korean War veterans, Leon 
County hosted the 2015 Operation Thank You event. The event 
included the presentation of colors, performance of the National 
Anthem, remarks from Korean War veterans and formal recognition 
of the Korean War veterans. Over 300 citizens attended the event.

•	 Leon County developed and approved funding for the Veterans 
Emergency Assistance Program, which provides emergency 
financial assistance to help qualifying veterans meet critical, basic 
needs such as, rent, mortgage, and utilities.

•	 Leon County was a partner of Honor Flight Tallahassee, which 
transported 78 World War II veterans and support personnel to 
Washington, D.C. to visit memorials dedicated to honor their service 

and sacrifice. An Honor Flight trip is provided at no cost to veterans, 
and is entirely funded by local fundraisers and community support. 
Leon County contributed staff support and $15,000 to help offset 
the costs of this event.

•	 Leon County continues to support the North Florida Veteran Stand 
Down. Leon County contributed staff and $10,000. Leon County 
Veteran Services processed claims and provided benefits classes to 
Homeless Veterans during the three-day event.

Demonstrating Highest Standards  
of Public Service

Leon County received the National 
Association of Counties (NACo) 
Achievement Award in the category of 
Employment and Training for County 
Residents for Leon County Veterans Resource Center.

OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS:

VETERAN SERVICES

Operation Thank You
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Did You Know
Leon County Veteran Services is able to 
provide assistance to eligible dependents long 
after a veteran passes away.

Leon County Government is dedicated to serving veterans. In 2015, Leon County served more than 
4,500 veterans and dependents with face-to-face consultations. For his or her service, a veteran has 
earned many benefits. But sometimes, the application process can be complicated. Leon County staff 
works to help veterans and their spouses process medical claims, retirement benefits, and even to 
receive assistance for certain approved emergency needs like heating and cooling.

But being a one-stop shop for local veterans is not the whole story of what Leon County does. In 2015, 
Leon County engaged the community on veteran events such as Honor Flight, Operation Thank You, 
and the Veterans Day Parade. Leon County supported Honor Flight Tallahassee, a program that flies 
World War II veterans – at no cost – to Washington D.C. to visit memorials dedicated to their service. 
Leon County Emergency Medical Services staff and others served as chaperones on the day-long 
trip. For some of the attendees, that day was their first chance to see the memorials honoring their 
service. Leon County also honored veterans at home. With the 2015 Operation Thank You event, Leon 
County recognized the service of Korean War veterans. Over 300 veterans, family members and guests 
participated in the celebration, including more than 150 Korean War veterans who stood at attention 
as they were presented with a Korean War Commemorative Challenge Coin and a replica of the Leon 
County Proclamation.
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The trail of a cookie

thief leads detectives

Mystery Jones and Cris-

sy to the large-scale

crack cocaine dealer in

town in Florida State

University College of

Motion Picture Arts stu-

dent Paul Ramsdell’s

mystery comedy “Mys-

tery Jones.”

Ramsdell, producer

Nicole Machon and doz-

ens of cast and crew

filled the Tallahassee

Democrat newsroom

Saturday filming one of

the 22 movies they will

work on together this

summer, which will be-

come Ramsdell’s seven-

minute thesis project to

be screened in Decem-

ber ahead of his gradua-

tion.
In the film, kid-detec-

tive Crissy tries to get

former child detective

Mystery Jones to come

back into the private eye

game to help solve the

cookie caper. The daugh-

ter of Bandit Cody, the

main villain, is responsi-

ble for the confectionary

thievery used to pay

child workers to make

crack. 
The plot is admittedly

filled with high jinks.

“It’s got a child-like

spirit the whole way

through,” said 22-year-

old Cincinnati-native

Ramsdell. “It’s pretty ri-

diculous.”

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

Students from the FSU college of motion picture arts film

“Mystery Jones,” a short film and director Paul Ramsdell's

thesis project, in the office of the Tallahassee Democrat on

Saturday. 

Quiet on the set:

FSU film students

shoot crime caper

in newsroom
Karl Etters 

Democrat staff writer 

@KarlEtters on Twitter 

See FILM » 7A

In the shadow of the

Korean War Memorial at

Cascades Park, hundreds

donning formal military

garb and patriotic sym-

bols came together Satur-

day morning to honor vet-

erans of the U.S.’s “For-

gotten War.”

For the fourth year in a

row and 65 years after the

U.S. entered the Korean

War, Leon County com-

memorated U.S. military

veterans on Armed

Forces Day. The conflict

honored has changed ev-

ery year during Opera-

tion Thank You, but the fo-

cus has remained on those

who sacrificed the most.

“We honor the costs

Americans have paid to

protect our freedom and

also the freedom of other

nations,” said Leon Coun-

ty Commission Chair Ma-

ry Ann Lindley. “We have

not forgotten.”

More than 1.7 million

Americans served in the

Korean War, which ended

five years after World

War II and drew veterans

of that war into service

again. Of those, 34,000

died, 103,000 were wound-

ed and 7,800 are listed as

missing.
More than 1,700 Kore-

an War veterans live in

Leon County.

The war got scant at-

tention from the Ameri-

can public, which was be-

leaguered following the

nation’s involvement in

WWII, but more than

294,000 Floridians fought

in the three-year battle,

joining South Korean

forces against China and

other communist forces

in Asia.
“Freedom is not free,”

said Mac Kemp, a Leon

County EMS and Honor

Flight Tallahassee Chair-

man. “It’s not just a catch

phrase. It’s a fact.”

Each year Honor

Flight Tallahassee flies

around 80 veterans of

WWII, the Korean War

and the Vietnam War for a 

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

Veterans and other attendees crowd into Cascades Park on Saturday to celebrate Korean War veterans on Armed Forces Day.

Korean War vets

recognized on

Armed Forces Day

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

Veterans salute during the Pledge of Allegiance on Saturday. 

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

The Korean War Memorial at Cascades Park sits behind Leon

County's Operation Thank You, Honoring Korean War

Veterans ceremony Saturday. 

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT 

Maj. John L. Haynes, U.S. Marine Corps, gives the keynote

address at Cascades Park during Leon County’s Operation

Thank You honoring Korean War Veterans on Saturday. 

Karl Etters 

Democrat staff writer 

@KarlEtters on Twitter

See VETERANS » 7A
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Veterans Day Parade

Operation Thank You
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