
 

 

 
 

Additional Information for 
Agenda Item #23 

 
 
 

 
Acceptance of Status Report on the Feral Cat Workgroup 

 
 
 

Meeting of Tuesday, March 12, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document distributed Monday, March 11, 2013 



 

Leon County 
Board of County Commissioners 
Additional Information for Agenda #23 

 
March 12, 2013 

 
To: 

 

Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 
  

From: Vincent S. Long, County Administrator 
  

Title: Acceptance of the Status Report on the Feral Cat Workgroup 

 
 
 

County Administrator 
Review and Approval: 

Vincent S. Long, County Administrator 

Department/ 
Division Review: 

Alan Rosenzweig, Deputy County Administrator 

Lead Staff/ 
Project Team: 

Andrew Seltz, Director, Animal Control 
Cristina L. Paredes, Intergovernmental Affairs and Special Projects 
Coordinator 
Laura Youmans, Assistant County Attorney 

 
 
Staff has received an additional request for information from a member of the Feral Cat 
Workgroup.  Specifically, the request was to provide information regarding what conflicts would 
exist if the County Ordinance was modified to allow for the creation and maintenance of feral cat 
colonies and the provisions of the Florida Department of Health, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, Florida Statutes, and the Florida Administrative Code.  The 
following provides a brief summary and the associated specific references. 
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The Florida Department of Health, Division of Environmental Health, provides for a publication 
titled “Rabies Prevention and Control in Florida, 2012.”  The information that was referenced 
can be located on page vii and viii.  The following link will bring you to the publication:  
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/newsroom/brochures/rabiesguide2012.pdf 

Specifically, the document states:   
 

The concept of managing free-roaming/feral domestic cats (Felis catus) is not 
tenable on public health grounds because of the persistent threat posed to 
communities from injury and disease.  While the risk for disease transmission 
from cats to people is generally low when these animals are maintained indoors 
and routinely cared for, free-roaming cats pose a continuous concern to 
communities.  Children are among the highest risk for disease transmission from 
these cats. 

 
While free-roaming cats can be vaccinated against rabies, this does not address 
the ongoing need to provide them health care, medications and prevention of 
other zoonotic diseases.  Should one of these cats bite or scratch a person, it 
would need to be captured and observed for 10 days for signs and symptoms of 
rabies, even if it had been previously vaccinated.  If the cat is not found, the 
person bitten would need to undergo rabies post-exposure treatment (average  
cost >$3,000 for previously unvaccinated individual). 

 
In the past 10 years, cats were reported with rabies more frequently than dogs in 
Florida.  The overwhelming majority of these cats were free-roaming animals.  
Human rabies in Florida was largely controlled by the removal of stray dogs when 
dog rabies was common during the first half of the 1900s.  

 
Ideally, cats should have regular veterinary care and be maintained inside people's 
homes.  Allowing cats to roam free is not in the best interests of the community’s 
health and deliberate release or abandonment of feral or domestic cats is not 
sanctioned under Florida’s conservation and cruelty laws.  Domestic cats are not 
“indigenous” or native to Florida, and relocating and releasing non-native species 
into the wild is a violation of Florida Statute 379.231 and Florida Administrative 
Code 68A-4.005.  Due to their adverse impact on wildlife, the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission does not issue permits to make lawful either 
the release of cats to the wild or the establishment of feral/free-roaming cat 
colonies. 

 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission provides for the department’s “Policy 
on Feral and Free-Ranging Cats Adopted by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
May 30, 2003.”  The document states, “Therefore, it is the policy of the FWC to protect native 
wildlife from predation, disease, and other impacts presented by feral and free-ranging cats.”  
The document goes on to state, “The FWC recognizes that local governments have the 
responsibility to regulate domesticated species, including cats, but the actions of local 
governments must not adversely impact native wildlife.”  The entire document can be found at 
http://myfwc.com/media/1458632/FWC-FinalPolicy-30May2003-1.pdf 

http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/newsroom/brochures/rabiesguide2012.pdf
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Florida revised Statute 379.231, “Regulation of nonnative animals” provides for the following 
language. 

(1) It is unlawful to import for sale or use, or to release within this state, any species of the 
animal kingdom not native to Florida unless authorized by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. 

Florida Administrative Code 68A-4.005, “Introduction of Carriers of Disease; Inspection” 
provides that: 

(1) No person shall release or introduce in the state any wildlife, freshwater fish or any other 
organism that might reasonably be expected to transmit any disease to wildlife or freshwater fish. 
 

The entire code can be referenced at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=68A-4.005 

Also, though not listed in the agenda item, attached is a memorandum from the United States 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Services, sent to the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection.  The memorandum discusses the Department of Interior’s position 
regarding free ranging domestic cats.  Specifically, the document states: 

The Service strongly opposes domestic or feral cats (Felis catus) being allowed to roam 
freely within the U.S. due to the adverse impacts of these non-native predators on 
federally listed threatened and endangered (T&E) species, migratory birds, and other 
vulnerable native wildlife.  Therefore, the Service opposes TNR programs that allow 
return of domestic or feral cats to free-ranging conditions. 

Additionally, not listed within the agenda, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
Recommendations and Reports, Vol. 60, No. 6, November 4, 2011, page 5, provides that: 

“Stray dogs, cats, and ferrets should be removed from the community.  Local health departments 
and animal control officials can enforce the removal of strays more effectively if owned animals 
are required to have identification and are confined or kept on leash.  Stray animals should be 
impounded for at least 3 business days to determine whether human exposure has occurred and to 
give owners sufficient time to reclaim animals.”   

This document can be referenced at http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6006.pdf. 
 
Attachment: 
1. United States Department of the Interior memorandum to the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=68A-4.005
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr6006.pdf
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