
ORDINANCE NO.    1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 3 
COMMISSIONERS OF LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA, 4 
AMENDING ARTICLE V, “SOLID WASTE,” OF 5 
CHAPTER 18 BY AMENDING SECTION 18-142 6 
ENTITLED “BURNING;” PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; 7 
SEVERABILITY; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 8 
  9 

 WHEREAS, the Leon County Board of County Commissioners enacted the Open 10 

Burning Regulation in 1976 as a part of Ordinance No. 76-34, which was subsequently codified 11 

in the 1980 Code as Chapter 9, Garbage and Wastes.  During the 1992 reorganization of the 12 

Code, Chapter 9 was moved to Chapter 18 and became a part of Article V, Solid Waste, at 13 

Section 18-142; and 14 

 WHEREAS, the existing “Burning” ordinance has remained unchanged since its adoption 15 

in 1976 which has created some confusion on the interpretation and enforcement of said 16 

ordinance;   17 

 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of Leon County that such amendment 18 

to Chapter 18, Article V, Section 18-142 be adopted; and,  19 

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners desires to enact an ordinance amending 20 

Chapter 18 of the Leon County Code of Laws, relating to “Burning.” 21 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of the County of Leon, 22 

Florida, as follows, that: 23 

Section 1. Chapter 18, Article V of the Code of Laws of Leon County, Florida, is amended 24 

by amending Section 18-142, which shall read as follows: 25 

It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of waste by opening burning when an 26 

organized waste collection system is available for service, or where such burning is 27 

a nuisance to the neighborhood or is a hazard to passing motorists on nearby roads. 28 
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Leon County shall follow the regulations set forth by the Florida Department of 1 

Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida Forest Service’s outdoor burning and 2 

forest fire regulations and laws.  The Florida Forest Service is delegated all 3 

permitting authority in Leon County’s unincorporated area in accordance with said 4 

regulations and laws.  This shall include, but is not limited to burning in accord 5 

with their definition of yard waste and the permitting for larger fires.  Any person 6 

violating the terms of this section relative to the burning of yard waste only shall 7 

be guilty of a civil infraction, which is punishable by a civil penalty of $100.00 for 8 

the first violation, $250.00 for the second violation, and $500.00 for the third or 9 

subsequent violations.   10 

Section 2. Conflicts. 11 

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are 12 

hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, except to the extent of any conflicts with the 13 

Tallahassee-Leon County 2010 Comprehensive Plan as amended, which provisions shall prevail 14 

over any parts of this Ordinance which are inconsistent, either in whole or in part, with the said 15 

Comprehensive Plan, and, further, that this Ordinance shall not repeal, amended, or replace the 16 

provisions found in Section 4-36 of the Leon County Code of Laws.   17 

Section 3. Severability. 18 

 If any provisions or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court of competent 19 

jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all remaining provisions and 20 

portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   21 

Section 5. Effective Date.  22 

 This Ordinance shall have effect upon becoming law.   23 
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 DONE, ADOPTED AND PASSED by the Board of County Commissioners of Leon 1 

County, Florida this     day of    , 2015. 2 

 3 
       LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 4 
 5 
      By:        6 
       Mary Ann Lindley, Chairman 7 
       Board of County Commissioners 8 
ATTESTED BY: 9 
BOB INZER, 10 
CLERK & COMPTROLLER  11 
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 12 
 13 
 14 
By:       15 
 Bob Inzer, Clerk & Comptroller 16 
 Leon County, Florida 17 
 18 
 19 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 20 
COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 21 
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 22 
 23 
 24 
By:       25 
 Herbert W. A. Thiele, Esq. 26 
 County Attorney        27 
 28 
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