
Resolution Requesting a Temporary Access Bridge 
Be Provided For Through Traffic During The 

Natural Bridge Road Bridge Replacement Project 
Affecting Three Counties in North Florida 

WHEREAS, numerous residents from Leon, Wakulla and Jefferson Counties will be put in extreme hardship 
situations during construction for the better part of a year; and 

WHEREAS, an affected resident has stated that FDOT expressed only two families would be displaced or 
placed within hardship due to this construction project which is completely false and has been misleading 
during the decision making phase of this project; and 

WHEREAS, many of the families affected by this proposed road closing in multiple counties will be placed 
in peril related to health care and emergency response by requiring more than twenty eight miles of alternate 
routing and up to forty five ( 45) minutes of response time; and 

WHEREAS, the nearest medical assistance is in Leon County which will not be accessible without more 
than tripling the commute time and distance which will cause additional financial hardship upon families not 
capable of the increased cost of transportation; and 

WHEREAS, children attending W oodville Elementary will have additional hardships, an autistic child and a 
child with severe learning disabilities along with their siblings have been granted permission for alternate 
school attendance will require almost one hundred miles per day additional commute from the detour; 
neither of these families having the ability to absorb additional costs for commute; and 

WHEREAS, the families affected by this proposed road closing in multiple counties will be closed off from 
other daily needs such as banks, grocery stores, gas stations, feed and hardware stores, medical facilities, 
recreation, businesses and day care; and 

WHEREAS, commuting from both sides of the proposed bridge closing will impede employees travel to 
work in Wakulla and Leon Counties from Jefferson and Madison Counties; as well as employees travel to 
Jefferson County from Leon and Wakulla Counties; and 

WHEREAS, this proposed road closing will place Jefferson County with increased liability to provide 
mutual aid to communities outside their jurisdiction much further than acceptable distances from public 
safety services from Fire, EMS; Police and others; and 

WHEREAS, it is the duty of our Local, State and Federal partners to provide wise stewardship of our 
resources to protect our citizens, a stewardship that is not being shown in this incidence; and 

WHEREAS, it is evident all the facts have not been reviewed in making this decision to displace so many 
citizens from several communities and counties; without proper access to reasonable locations; and 

WHEREAS, the installation of a temporary access bridge is well within the FDOT's ability both structurally 
and financially; and 

WHEREAS, environmental impacts from a temporary bridge have been proven to be acceptable within 
similar areas in the State of Florida; and 

WHEREAS, with all the hardships placed on community citizens', job requirements and attendance, 
educational attendance, health and quality of life expectations; and general human compassion for our fellow 
persons' daily lives; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that on the l 7th day of February, 2015, the Jefferson County 
Commission supports a review of decisions made to completely close Natural Bridge Road thereby cutting 
off citizens from multiple counties; and the Jefferson County Commission request steps be taken to ensure a 
temporary access be constructed for this bridge project; 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND EFFECTIVE on this l 7th day of February, 2015. 

ATTEST: 
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