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ORDINANCE NO. 13-

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 10 OF THE CODE
OF LAWS OF LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA, RELATING TO THE LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY AMENDING SECTION 10-4.327,
TOPOGRAPHIC ALTERATIONS.

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LEON
COUNTY, FLORIDA, that:

SECTION 1: Section 10-4.327 of the Code of Laws of Leon County, Florida, is hereby

amended as follows:

Sec. 10-4.327. Topographic alterations.

All projects involving alteration of the contour, topography, use or vegetation cover of
land, shall comply with the following minimum standards:

(1)
(2)

Same.

Grade change limitations. It is the intent of this article to minimize alterations of
the natural topography of land within the county.

a.

The type, intensity, and structural design of each proposed development
project shall be consistent with and compatible with natural pre-
development topography and characteristics of the proposed site.

Alterations of natural topography shall not exceed the absolute minimum
necessary to develop a site safely. Design criteria shall will emphasize site
designs that fit the topography to the best extent possible , not change the
topography to fit the design. Any development proposed for a site shall be
appropriate to the existing natural topographical characteristics of the site,
while recognizing that minimal grade changes are essential to site
development.

Unincorporated-Area-of the County. The intent of protecting sloped areas
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of ten percent and greater abeve is to maintain local topography, prevent
erosion, protect water quality, and maintain existing vegetation. Man-
made slopes shall not be regulated. Changes to grades that will adversely
impact stormwater or ecological quality through long-term erosion shall
be prohibited. This provision is not intended to preclude short-term
impacts normally associated with development activity. Withinthe

uhincorporated-area-of the- County-dDevelopment in sloped areas of ten
percent and greater abeve shall be permitted as follows:

1. Inside the Urban Service Area:

(a) Off-grade construction techniques shall be utilized to minimize
clearing and topographic alteration, and shall provide (and clearly
delineate on-site) specific clearing limits to restrict clearing and
topographic alterations to the minimum area necessary for
construction of the permitted facilities and reasonable construction
access.

2 (b) A minimum of 50% of significant (ten percent to 20 percent slope)
grade areas must be left undisturbed if located adjacent to or
within 100 feet of wetlands, waterbodies, watercourses, floodways,
floodplams karst features or special development zones. ef-have

GGHS@FV&EPGH—GFBF@SGFV&HGH—&F@&S— ThIS requwement may be met
by preserving 50 percent of each individual area or 50 percent of

the total grade areas.

3- (c) Severe grade areas (greater than 20 percent slope) shall remain
undisturbed if located adjacent to or within 100 feet of wetlands,
waterbodies, watercourses, floodways, floodplains, karst features
or special development zones. Small areas (1/4 acre or less) of
severe grade areas located within significant grades may be
regulated using the criteria for significant grades.

4- (d) All significant and severe grades required to be undisturbed shall
be preserved in their pre-development state by conservation
easement.
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6- (e) The county administrator or designee may allow limited

(f)

exemption from these grade change limitations for approved
roadway projects, provided that the permit application related to
such project includes: {a)—-Aappropriate restrictive limits of areas
as to clearing and topographic alteration:; {b)}-Aapproved erosion
and sediment control plans:; and {e}-Aan evaluation of
alternatives which support the allowance of an exemption.

Downtown Overlay Exception. Developments within the

Downtown Overlay (Section 10-282 of the City’s Land
Development Code) are exempt from all severe grade requlations.

2. Outside the Urban Service Area:
(a) Off-grade construction technigues shall be utilized to minimize

clearing and topographic alteration, and shall provide (and clearly
delineate on-site) specific clearing limits to restrict clearing and
topographic alterations to the minimum area necessary for
construction of the permitted facilities and reasonable construction
access.

(b) A minimum of 50% of significant (ten percent to 20 percent slope)

grade areas must be left undisturbed or have an approved
vegetation management plan and shall be placed so as to provide
downhill buffers, protect forested areas, and buffer other
conservation or preservation areas. This requirement may be met
by preserving 50 percent of each individual area or 50 percent of
the total grade areas.

(c) Severe grade areas (greater than 20 percent slope) shall remain

undisturbed. Small areas (1/4 acre or less) of severe grade areas
located within significant grades may be requlated using the
criteria for significant grades.

(d) All significant and severe grades required to be undisturbed shall

be preserved in their pre-development state by conservation
easement.

(e) The county administrator or designee may allow limited

exemption from these grade change limitations for approved
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roadway projects, provided that the permit application related to
such project includes: appropriate restrictive limits of areas as to
clearing and topographic alteration; approved erosion and sediment
control plans; and an evaluation of alternatives which support the
allowance of an exemption.




O 00 N O Ul b WIN P

I
w N R O

14
15

16
17

18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25
26

27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34

Version 04-16-13

Attachment #1
Page 5 of 9




wmu A W N

O 00 N O

10

11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29

30
31
32
33
34
35

Version 04-16-13

Attachment #1
Page 6 of 9




O 0 N O U A W

10

11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Version 04-16-13

Attachment #1
Page 7 of 9




O 00 N O Ul b WIN P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32

33

34

35

Attachment #1
Version 04-16-13 Page 8 of 9

3) (same)

SECTION 12. Conflicts. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, as of the effective date of
this Ordinance, except to the extent of any conflicts with the Tallahassee-Leon County
Comprehensive Plan, as amended, which provisions shall prevail over any parts of this
Ordinance which are inconsistent, either in whole or in part, with the Comprehensive Plan.

SECTION 13. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of
this article is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent
jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.

SECTION 14. Effective date. This ordinance shall be effective according to law.

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY the Board of County Commissioners of Leon County,
Florida, this day of , 2013.

LEONCOUNTY, FLORIDA

BY:
NICHOLAS MADDOX, CHAIRMAN
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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ATTEST:
BOB INZER, CLERK OF THE COURT
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
LEON COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

BY:

HERBERT W.A. THIELE, ESQ.
COUNTY ATTORNEY
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