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Herb Thiele - Oil claim N
From: Donald Hinkle <don@hinkieforan.com>

To: <ThieleH@leoncountyfl. gov>

Date: ' 12/23/2010 4:50 PM

Subject: Oil claim

CC: John Dailey <john_dailey@comcast.net=>, "Carol G. Moore CLI"

<cmoore@levinlaw.com>
Attachments: Taxing Authority Contract Final.bin

Herb, enjoyed talking to you again. Here is the email | must have misdirected ...

This email reviews the key points. | wili first discuss the nature of our representation, the team
that you would be hiring to present your claim and the terms of our representation. You will
find that representation is necessary to recover lost tax revenues and other damages, past and
future, that we are a highly experienced legal team and have assembled outstanding experts in
economics, modeling, tourism and local government. Our representation is on a contingent
basis; there is no cost or obligation on your part uniess we make a recovery.

Why hire attorneys?

The tragic collapse of the Horizon had an.immediate and long lasting impact on Florida tourism
and revenues derived directly and indirectly. from-that tourism. Every city, county, school board
and taxing district in Fiorida has sustained these losses, particularly those west of I-75. We
propose to assist with the recovery of those and all other allowed damages and in the fair
distribution of any punitive damage award. ‘

The loss sustained is not merely a comparison between 2010 revenues and those of the
recession-plagued 2009. Rather it is loss between what was actually coilected and what would
have been collected but for the oil leak. This is not a simple computation. Nor is the
computation of other damage elements that might be allow — including direct and indirect past
and future expenses and damages to your properties.

In order to project what revenues would have been but for the oil, economic modeling is
required together with an analysis of the projections and expectations. The recession ended in
2009 and other areas and tourist destinations sustained growth. How much of that growth
should have been experienced in Florida will be a critical issue. We propose to address this
analysis with the experts identified below, a team which includes experts in economics,
economic modeling, tourism and local government finance.

Other experts on the cause and effect of the oil spill and responsibility of the various corporate
entities will also be required in order to pursue the case and in particular any punitive damages
that may be allowed.

Legal Team

The legal team is constituted in order to maximize our effectiveness. As you may know, | have
over thirty years of complex civil litigation experience and more than twenty years in handling
mass tort litigation. When | decided to get involved in this litigation and represent local
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governments | chose to aligned myself with two of the top environmental law f| eﬂgg l

United States, Levin Papantonio <http://www.levinlaw.com/> of Pensacola an?fé eltz
Luxemburg <http://www.weitzlux.com/law-firm-philosophy_9.htmi> of New Yo

Together we have commitied to invest the money, time and effort needed to pursue these
Governmental cases.

Levin Papantonio is the premier mass tort and environmental law firm in the southeastern
United States and has a long and very successful relationship with Weitz Luxemburg. Of
particular importance is Perry Weitz’s refationship with Ken Feinberg. The two have worked
together on large scale litigations for over 20 years and that history resulted in Perry and the
firm heading a small committee of law firms negotiating the mtenmlemergency payment claims
protocol on behalf of victims of the oil spill.

Together our firms have obtained billions of dollars in compensation for our clients. Judge
Barbier, before whom all cases have been consolidated, appointed members of both firms to
the Plaintiffs Steering Committee that will be conducting the BP litigation. Indeed, Brian Barr
of Levin Papantonio was one of only four lawyers appointed to the Executive Committee that
will control the case and make assignments. No team is better positioned to understand and
influence the course of the litigation, and our financial resources are more than adequate to
match BP's litigation team.

Team of Experts

Adam Sacks is the founder and managing director of Tourism Economics
<http://iwww.tourismeconomics.com/index.php> , an Qxford Economics Company dedicated to
anatytically based consulting for the tourism sector. Oxford Economics is a well established
economic consultrng firm with over 45 professional economists. !t has over 300 clients globally
include major international organizations and blue chip companies across the whole industrial
spectrum, including multi-national hotel chains, airlines, theme parks, resorts and retail
operations. Mr. Sacks is uniquely positioned to testify regarding the economic impacts of the
oil spilt on Florida's economy and in particular the tourism sector. He has authored a report
entitled the Potential Impact of the Guif Qil Spill on Tourism. A copy i enclosed.

Dr. Julie Harrington is an economist at Florida State University and the Director of the Center
for Economic Forecasting and Analysis. Dr. Harrington works with statistical and economic
input-output modeling software and has performed economic impact analysis for the Economic
Development Council and numerous companies. She will develop ecoriomic modeling based
upon projections as to where the Florida economy would have been but for the oil spill, a
baseline against which damages will be measured.

Dr. Mark Bonn is perhaps the foremost authority on Fiorida tourism and Has provided
marketing and economic research for over 21 Florida counties and Tourism and Development
Councils throughout the state. Dr. Bonn is the Dedman Professor in Services Management at
Florida State University's Dedman School of Hospitality. He has published over 50 articles in
the area of hospitality and tourism, including sustainable tourism, and is the only academic in
the Florida Tourism Hall of Fame. Dr. Bonn can addréss the effects of the oil spill and
perceptions of pollution on Florida tourism in the past as well as the future, and changes in
tourism patterns that may result from the oil spifl and. public perception of its effects.

Dr. Lance deHaven-Smith is Florida's foremost expert on local government and local

government finance. He is a professor in the Askew: School of Public Adminis.. ation and
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Policy at Florida State University and the author of numerous books and articles on F?orida
government and in particular local government. He is a Director of Research at the Center for
Florida Excellence and Local Government. Dr. deHaven-Smith will consult regarding the taxing
basis of each particular entity represented as well as the interaction with revenues derived
from the State of Fiorida.

Terms of Representation

So how does a local government with limited resources afford to pursue such a claim, a claim
that may require an investment of millions of dollar is expert witnesses and economic
modeling? The best solution is on a contingent fee basis. Our team proposal is to charge 15
percent of any recovery if the claim is resolved through the claims process before litigation and
20 percent if litigation is required. We will advance the costs and expenses of the expert
witnesses and litigation. We will provide all the necessary legal services in dealing with the
claim process and should a lawsuit be required. We will require that you cooperate in
providing us the necessary information and, if required, withesses. A copy of our proposed
contingent fee agreement is attached.

Conclusion

The time is now to start putting together a final claim and we would like to get to work on your
behalf. We will need your approval and consent to the attached Contingent Fee Agreement.
We are happy to appear at a workshop, individual meetings or at a regular Board meeting to
discuss these matters further or answer any questions.

Donald Hinkle

don@hinkleforan.com <mailto:don@hinkleforan.com>
Work: 850-205-2055

Cell: 850-599-1981
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