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Regular Meeting
March 23, 2010

Consideration of a Request for the Donation or Lease of the Gadsden  Street
Parking Lot to the Riley House/Museum for the Creation of Legacy Park

County Administrator Alam explained that the item requests consideration of the
donation of the Gadsden Street parking lot to the Riley House/Museum for the creation
of Legacy Park. He shared that the parking lot was purch SPRA03 for $1.5 million,

to help teet the County’s short drid long-term parking a office "space needs. He
noted the Gadsden Street lot provides parking for cons nal officer, judicial, and
traffic court staff and that it would cost at least $100,( ¢ to transition staff to
alternate parking. Mr. Alam also mentioned that the tered into a parking
meter agreement with the City of Tallahassee, zgRicKl i Mae addition of 20
metered spaces on the Gadsden Street lot. MgPrrenayy ahcopy of Florida
Statutes 125,38 Sale of county property to Unji€e i YRR

Board must determine that the property g&
otherwise the Statute prohibits the donatigri e
Board adopt staff recommendation for Options\(@g

Rty purpose;
¥nded that the

Chairman Rackleff clarified with
inciudes the entire lot and that § - 1d not in any way destroy the
Riley House. Mr. Alam affirmed ) atugue to work with the Riley
House in their parking needs when€gpeclaugits: ;

A -wood Ave., Riley House Executive Director,
R Stephens was scheduled to speak; however

se for 14 years to expand its interpretative space. She

B¥al would attract more out of town visitors, tourist and
d wdlld provide a reason for residents and flow-through traffic
town area. She articulated the historical significance of the
gnd other structures and monuments to Tallahassee's past. Ms.
A that the proposal has the potential to refine the image of the
i#fand expand grant opportunities.

y@Wilson Byars, 4425 Meandering Way, remarked that the Riley House was a
“greatl learning environment for Leon County students and citizens™ She spoke =
_ on the implementation and success of the Blended Lives Program, developed in

cooperation between the Riley House and Goodwood Manor to teach Leon

County school students the importance of worlong together in a blended
environment.

s Quenita White, 2915 Sharer Road, read a statement issued by Dr. David
Jackson, Professor of History at FAMU and Chairman of the John G. Riley
Board. He asked that the Board consider allowing the Riley House to utilize the
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parking lot next to its current structure for expansion purposes. He stated that
the Riley House serves as a resource for FSU, FAMU and TCC students. (A copy
of Dr. Jackson’s comments was presented for inclusion into the record.]

¢ Annie Harris, 436 W, Georgia St., stated that donation of the property would
assist the County in meeting its economic development and tourism goals and
requested the Board vote in favor of, and be supportive of, all educational
programs that the Legacy Park can provide.

. Spencer Ingram, 118 Salem Court, asked that the Bogrd view the project as
_“more of a vision than a parking lot”. He noted 4 kR portant historical
mgmﬁcance of the Riley House. He expressed suppos
and questioned whether the use of the property

efficient use.

b parking lot is its most

¢ Cicero Hartsfield, 3971 Emerald Chase : i “Smokey Holler”

» - Julianne Hare, 3048 Bell Grove Driveqg
“park and ride” programs at under-utili

kin lots such as Tallahassee
Mall and K-Mart and 'co srhe ented on the

nity to not only expand the
green community space.

g etc and expressed his support

9l., provided an illustration of Tallahassee in
gise is an important repository of African

91 107 Seminole Ave., remarked that she has heen a member of
r over 10 years and that it represents an important part of Leon
apd¥the Big Bend and should be recognized. She noted that the Riley
j&Pa very historically preserved place that is listed on the Historic
She asked assistance in protecting history and requested the Board

the Riley House.

Commissiocner Desloge expressed his appreciation to Ms. Barnes for her energy and
efforts on behall of the Riley House. He noted that the County has been a large
supporter of the organization; however he could not in good conscious support the
donaticn of the property. He asserted that the County would continue to support the
Riley House in any way possible,

14

or the Riley Legacy Park ~

..appiVe at a minimum the_transfer of the eastern portion of the parking lot to
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Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Sauls, to approve Options
1 & 2: 1) Do not deonate or lease the Gadsden Street parking lot to the Riley
House/ Museum and 2) Continue to coordinate with the Riley House/Museum for its
annual fund raiser/ new exhibit display, Rock-a-thon, and Blended Lives program.

Commissioner Akinyemi acknowledged the fiscal facts provided by staff, the $100,000
required to relocate staff parking and indicated that he was familiar with the Statute
distributed by the County Administrator; however, he too questioned whether a parking
lot on prime property in downtown Tallahassee was the “highest and best use of the
property”. He submitted that the Riley House was an Afgican American History

‘Museum jewel and the request provided an opportunity for thaligeard to do something

unique, historic and significant. He referred to attachmeg
packet (architects’ conceptual designs for the Gadsden
possibilities and/or cooperative efforts be explored.

te Board’s agerida
Lot) and suggested that

Commissioner Akinyemi offered a substitute motio tatives from Leon
County, Riley House and Blueprint 2000 workdd to develop the
Jollowing: 1) a sector plan for the area; 2} decig g property;
3) recommend the form of ownership and ¢ coordinate

dssets pertinent to the cultural

experience of African Am at staff’s recommendation was

based on dollars an
House. He convag

gtion of Florida Statute 125.38 empowers the
County to leas :

Qe [set by the Board), regardless of its value,
gt community's interest and welfare and

responded that the request represents a $1.5 million
should not be viewed as a parking lot, but as an asset of

ated. Mr, Alam also pointed out that the property could be
ounty Attorney Thiele clarify the Statute,
ele advised that the Statutc allows the County to make a

the Board ﬂ:' property does not serve a current and future County purpose.

“"Commissiorter Dailey voiced support for the substitute motion and suggested that the --

County approach Blueprint 2000 regarding the addition of the Riley House plan to their
list of projects. Thus, the property would be purchased by Blueprint from the County
and officially become part of Cascades Park. He addressed the immediate parking
needs and submitted that a lease could be entered into, by which the Riley House
would assume more of the space as the parking situation is alleviated.

Commissioner Thaell indicated that he would support the substitute motion and

appreciated Commissioner Dailey’s suggestion to add the Riley House plan to Blueprint
projects (when one-cent reauthorized). He stated that concerns regarding the need for

14

Nnéss and significance of the Riley -
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additional parking could be addressed by the encouragement of car pooling and use of

transit service. He endorsed the establishment of the Visioning Committee to determine
the best and highest use of the land.

Commissioner Desloge emphasized that this was a significant transaction and
encouraged fellow Commissioners to consider the value of the property ($1.5 million)
and the incurrence of $100,000 in on-going expenses. He stated that a great
. relationship has been established with the Riley House and indicated that the Blueprint

idea had merit down the road; however those funds would not be renewed until 2017-
2019.

" Commissioner Akinyemi clarified that his substitiite motiong not¥nvolve @ sale and
that the proposed study group would determine the nd highest use. He
envisioned that the group’s outcome would confirm thg Hd be the County’s best

investment.

Commissioner Akinyemi amended his motion to igj oyt ] e months for the
group to bring back recommendations. Also, thg Qo missioner,
one county administration senior staff m ; 'ue and a

fine that the property was not
oney for parking would come.

ey Thiel that the Board could move forward
this time,

gt ble, useful piece of property, however, was not
ledged the extreme high cost of parking and stressed the
lude transportation and parking reduction strategies that
fpaces in the downtown area, These strategies could

14

endf item states that the property-is——



