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Hiétory of Mahan Drive

The scenic, landscaped corridor linking historic districts in Monticello and
Tallahassee 1s West Washington Street in Monticello, US Highway 90 and
Tennessee Street on the west side of Tallahassee. But it is best known as
Fred Mahan Drive.

In the late 1920's, Monticello Nursery Company owned by Fred A. Mahan
was the second largest pecan and ornamental shrubbery concern. in the
southeast. Mahan's Monticello Nursery donated plants to the county
unemployment relief commission to be used for beautification of highways,
churchyards, and cemeteries in late 1932. The Coastal Roads Company of
Miami received a $20,175.82 contract from the state road department in
1935 to beautify and improve the highway from Tallahassee to Monticello
and to clean up the many dead stumps along the right-of-way across Lake
Miccosukee. Fred Mahan donated more plants for this project. The
Tallahassee-to-Monticello highway employed 45 common laborers at 30
cents per hour for an average of $39.00 per month.

The donated right-of-way of what became US 90 varies between forty and
two hundred feet. Its background, middle and foreground plantings consist
of Mahan's donated pyracantha, arbor vitae, crape myrtle, ligustrum and
palms. Mahan donated between 35,000 and 40,000 plants along the 25 miles
between Monticello and the capital. They were set out over a period of eight
years. The highway was officially named the Fred Mahan Drive in 1953. A
plaque across from the original site of Mahan's Monticello Nursery (now the
location of the Farm Credit Service) marks the beginning of the drive,
known for years as one of the most beautiful stretches of highway in Florida.
Recent additions of crape myrtles every 100 feet, from the intersection of I-
10 and US 90 east of Tallahassee, for 18 miles to the edge of Monticello
present a spectacular range of brilliant colors throughout the summer
months.
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