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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA
REGULAR MEETING
February 12, 2009

The Board of County Commissioners of Leon County, Florida, met in regular session at 3:00
p.m. with Chairman Desloge presiding. Present were Commissioners Akinyemi, Thaell,
Rackleff, and Sauls. Also present were County Administrator Parwez Alam, County Attorney
Herb Thiele, Finance Director David Reid and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause.

Chairman Desloge announced that Commissioner Proctor was out of town and Commissioner
Dailey was awaiting the birth of his first child.

The Invocation was provided by Chairman Desloge who then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Awards and Presentations

. Kimberly Moore, CEQ, WORKFORCE Plus, presented information on the “State
of the Workforce” for Leon County. She noted that the organizations role was to
connect employers with opportunities and individuals who are seeking
employment. Ms. Moore also provided employment/unemployment trends; the
current economic climates’ affect on local businesses; methods used to assist
customers in achieving employment, and recommendations for stimulus funds

use.
= Chairman Desloge asked Ms. Moore to keep the Commlssmn informed
and offered the County’s assistance.
. Mike Pate, Director, John 8. and James L. Knight Foundation, provided

information on the Soul of the Community (SOTC) Study, which was conducted
to gauge citizen engagement, i.e., how you feel about the community in which
you live. He shared that study methodologies used included 400 surveys 15
minute telephone calls, and the survey was balanced to reflect age, gender, race
and ethnicity. Mr. Pate advised that all data from the study could be accessed
at an open web site www.soulofthecommunity.org.

¢ Chairman Desloge asked that the Board be updated when the Retention

Study currently being conducted was compieted.

. Chairman Desloge presented a Resohation to the Tallahassee Boys Choir
acknowledging their outstanding reputation as remarkable singers and well
rounded and scholarly young men. He also acknowledged their Outstanding
Performarnce at the ceremonies of Inauguration of Barack Obama as the 44th
President of the United States.

Consent

Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to approve the following
Consent Agenda. The motion carried 4-0 (Commissioner Thaell out of Chambers and
Commissioners Dailey and Proctor absent).

1. Acceptance of County Administrator’s Reorganization

The Board approved Option #1: Accept the County Adminisirator’s reorganization
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Approval to Revise the Board’'s 2009 State Legislative Priorities to Support
Legislation Amending the Tourist Development Council Statute Regarding
Membership

The Board approved Option 1. Revise the Board’s 2009 State Legislative Priorities to
support legislation amending the Tourist Development Council Statute regarding
membership

Ratification of Board Actions Taken at the January 29, 2009 Workshop on
Emergency Management Preparedness

The Board approved Option 1: Ratify the Board actions taken at the January 29, 2009
Workshop on Emergency Management Preparedness

Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers Submitted for February 12, 2009, and
Pre-Approval of Payment of Bills and Vouchers for the Period of February 13, 2009
through February 25, 2009: $9,211,345.00

The Board approved Option 1: Approve payment of bills and vouchers submitted for
February 12, 2009 and pre-approval of payment of bills and vouchers for the period of
February 13 through February 25, 2009: $9,211,345.00

Request to Schedule a Budget Workshop for Thursday, March 19, 2009 from 9:30
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The Board approved Option 1. Schedule a Budget Workshop for Thursday, March 19,
2009 from 9:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Approval to Renew a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to
Tallahassee Fire Department to Provide First Response, Non-Transport, Advanced
~ Life Support Services

The Board approved Option 1: Approve the Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity for the City of Tallahassee Fire Department to provide first response, non-
transport, Advanced Life Support Services

Approval of a Resolution and Associated Budget Amendment Request for the Fred
George Park Project

The Board approved Options 1: Approve the Resolution and Associated Budget
Amendment Request .

Acceptance of Four Conservation Easements from Advanced Moving and Storage,
Ine,

The Board approved Option 1: Approve and accept for recording the Conservation
Easements from Advanced Moving and Storage, Inc. for the Terry and John’s Storage
Center Type B Site Plan project

Approve of the Modified Funding Agreement with the State of Florida, Division of
Emergency Management for Reimbursements Associated with Tropical Storm Fay

The Board approved Option 1: Approve the modified Funding Agreement with the State of
Florida, Division of Emergency Management for reimbursements associated with Tropical
Storm Fay and authorize the Chairman to execute

1
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Ratification of Board Actions Taken at the January 29, 2009 Workshop on
Stormwater/Transportation Improvements to Address Flooding Issues

The Board approved Option 1: Ratify the Board actions taken at the January 29, 2009
Workshop on Stormwater/ Transportation Infrastructure Improvements to Address
Flooding Issues ‘

Approval of a Joint Use Agreement Between the School Board of Leon County and
Leon County

The Board approved Option 1: Approve the Joint Use Agreement between the School
Board of Leon County and Leon County, and authorize the Chairman to execute

General Business

12.

Acceptance of Status Report Regarding the Eastside Branch Library

County Administrator Alam stated that Mr. Ivan Johnson, Johnson Peterson Architects,
would provide the Board with a status report on the Eastside Branch Library.

Mr. Johnson explained that the conceptual schematic design for the Eastside Branch
Library would be presented and shared that it would be a high tech building due to its
LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) components. Mr. Johnson
commented that Board approval and comments were welcomed. He introduced Ms.
Azizi Arrington-Bey and Doug Shuler, Project Managers and Maggie Theriot, Leon
County Sustainability Coordinator. Highlights from the presentation included:

“Green Goals”

. “green building” demonstration facility

* Meet Silver Certification Standards

. Capture of rainwater for irrigation, etc.

. Reduction in heat island effect & light pollution
. Use of natural lighting

Conceptual Goals
o Integration of building into neighborhood

» Exciting place of learning
» Creation of park like setting
Interior
o 12,000 sq. ft with 8,000 sq. ft. expansion
¢ meeting room (with access to lobby and restrooms after hours)
LEED credit features
» showers
bicycle racks
rain water collection tank
light tubes
renewable materials
clerestory windows
use of reflected light
hybrid vehicle parking spaces

Exterior
e light colored paving
s pedestrian access
» pathway lighting
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Commissioner Rackleff stated that the proposed facility was a very illuminating and
imaginative design and a good use of the setting. He added that he looks forward te
seeing similar designs for the Northwest and Woodpville libraries.

Commissioner Thaell thanked Mr. Johnson for sharing the proposed facility and
encouraged if possible a higher level of certification. Mr, Johnson responded that
efforts would be made to achieve a higher certification, within the fixed budget allowed
for the project.

On a different topic, Commissioner Thaell voiced strong suppert that the proposed Joint
Dispatch Facility be designed as a LEED certified building, Alan Rosenzweig, Assistant
County Administrator, established that specific specs for the building would be
negotiated once the architect and engineer were chosen.

Commissioner Akinyemi noted that he favored a LEED certification for the Joint

. Dispatch Facility and offered that staff consider defining criteria in the earlier phases of

that project. He suggested that staff bring back an agenda item to update the Board on
the progress of the building project.

Commissioner Akinyemi expressed concern that the proposed library, due to budgetary
constraints would be LEED compliant, but not certified. Mr. Johnson established that
his office had been directed to make the facility LEED certified.

Commissioner Akinyemi dialogued with Mr. Johnson on numerous site specific
questions.

Chairman Desloge inquired about the possibility of a coffee stand. Helen Mocller,
Library Services Director, offered that the idea could be entertained if the right vendor
could be found.

Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Akinyemi to approve Option
1: Approve the status report on the Eastside Branch Library

Mr. Johnson was requested to make a presentation on the proposed Woodville Library.
This would be placed on the Board’s agenda for a future meeting.

Expirations, Vacancies, and Appointments to the Housing Finance Authority,
Miccosukee Recreation Council, Minority/Women Small Business Enterprise
Committee, and Senior Qutreach Advisory Committee

Census 2010 Complete Count Committee

» Commissioner Akinyemi appointed Jon Ausman; James Moran, and D.M.
Gabrielle

» Commissioner Rackleff appointed Morton Winsberg; Frank Williams, and
Larry Polivka

¢ Commissioner Thaell appointed Dorothy Inman-Johnson; Brant Copeland,
and Kristy Koontz

e Chairman Desloge continued his appointments
Commissioner Sauls continued her appointments

+ Commissioners Proctor and Dailey appointments were continued
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Code Enfeorcement Beard
» Commissioner Thaell appointment Carmen Green

Housing Finance Authority
» Commissioner Rackleff appointed Todd Kocourek

Miccosukee Recreation Council
s Commissioner Akinyemi reappointed Tommy Lamb
+ Commissioner Desloge reappointed Mary Young
« Commissioner Rackleff reappointed Arthur Duhart
e« Commissioner Dailey’s appointment is continued

Minority/Women Small Business Enterprise Committee
¢ Commissioner Rackleff reappointed Frank Williams
¢ Chairman Desloge reappointed Clifton Brown
« Commissioners Proctor and Dailey appointments were continued

Senior Qutreach Advisory Committee
» Commissioner Akinyemi reappointed Jana McConnaughhay
Commissioner Sauls reappointed Bennie Woodlief
Commissioner Thaell reappointed Marie Coward
Chairman Desloge appointed Andrew Wilcox
Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff to
reappoint Pleas Strickland and David Hall as full board appointments. The
motion carried 5-0 (Commissioners Dailey and Proctor absent)

The Board reconvened at 6:00 p.m.

Scheduled Public Hearings, 6:00 P.M.

14,

First of Two Public Hearings Regarding the Proposed Amendments to Article III
“On-site Sewage Disposal Systems” of Chapter 18 “Utilities” of the Code of Laws
of Leon County, Florida

County Administrator Alam stated that the proposed Ordinance amends language to
establish standards within the Primary Springs Protection Zone, which would require
the use of performance based treatment systems designed to reduce levels of nitrogen.

Alex Mahon, Leon County Environmental Health Director, shared that concerns over
the rising levels of nitrogen in Wakulla Springs have resulted in the identification and
evaluation of contributing sources and methods to reduce these levels., He provided a
brief history on the issue and explained that the Septic System Advisory Committee
(SSAC) was tasked by the Board to draft ordinance language, using information from
the Leon Aquifer Vulnerability Assessment (LAVA), for the exclusive use of Nitrogen-
reducing performance-based treatment system (PBTS) south of the Cody Scarp for new
development only. In addition, the SSAC was directed to consider standards that would
address repairs to existing systems. He stated that the proposed language was
coordinated with the Tallahassee/Leon County Planning Department Comprehensive
Plan Amendment process and utilized data from the LAVA.
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Commissioner Rackleff established with Mr. Mahan that the proposed standards are
consistent with standards established in Wakulla County.

Commissioner Akinyemi commended Mr, Mahan and the Committee for its excellent
work. County Attorney Thiele provided that the ordinance would become effective
around the first of April. Commissioner Akinyemi cautioned against moving too quickly
and not allowing sufficient time for residents and developers to respond. He also
confirmed with Mr. Mahan that installation of a PBTS would have to be done by a
professional installer, as these systems are very complicated.

Commissioner Sauls affirmed that implementing these standards “is the right thing to
do”, however, expressed concern over the cost of a PBTS.

Commissioner Thaell remarked that he was very interested in discussions on the
functionality of the PBTS as he has heard statements that the systems are not proven
and he wants to ensure that the systems function in the way they are intended and
have the outcomes expected. Commissioner Thaell shared that he wanted further
discussion on what could be done to assist residents in financing of the systems.

Speakers:

Justin Hubbard, 825 Anastasia Blvd, St. Augustine, Florida, stated that there is no
scientific research to support that drip irrigation has a higher performance record over

the conventional drain field media in regards to nitrogen reduction or removal. He
requested that Section 2. Primary Springs Protection Zone Special Development Zone, of
the proposed ordinance be removed.

Keith Hetrick, 201 E. Park Avenue, spoke gn behalf of the Florida Home Builders
Association (FHBA) and offered that performance based systems are not a proven
technology, not energy efficient, nor cost effective. He opined that technologies are
forthcoming that would offer technologies that are green and energy friendly. He
stressed that the FHBA supports the clean up of Wakulla Springs and the reduction of
nitrogen.

Mike Sundin, 133 Love Ridge Drive, is a local septic system installer who has put up
approximately 35 of the performance based systems. He stated that he does not want
an ordinance implemented that cannot be enforced. He opined that the excessive cost
of these systems would force homecwners to put in illegal installations.

Anthony Gaudio, 2335 Grassroots Way, Septic Tank Advisory Committee member,
provided additional information on this issue. He noted that performance based
systems require a two year maintenance and management contract and shared that a
Workshop sponsored by 1000 Friends of Florida would be held on February 25-26 to
discuss this issue. He added that a hot line was available for reporting of illegal septic
systems. He shared that it was important to retain the drip irrigation standards in the
proposed ordinance as it would make for better quality systems.

Mark Rodrique, 3152 Foley Drive, President, Tallahassee Builders Association, stated
that the amount of nitrogen produced by septic tanks is small (6%) when compared to
other contributors, i.e., fertilizers and opined that efforts should be directed to reducing
the larger contributors.

e
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Mr. Mahan stated that a Loading Rate Study had been done by the Northwest Florida
Water Management District on Loading Rate on this issue. Commissioner Thaell
requested that a copy of this report be provided to Comrmissioners before the second
public hearing.

Stan Derzvpolski, 4345 Jackson View Drive, represented the Green Council of
Tallahassee Builders Association, shared that he estimated the cost of an advanced
system to run approximately $1,000 - $1,500 a year in additional costs, i.e., increased
utilities, inspections, permits, etc. He mentioned that this is an unproven technology
and requested that the Board postpone action on this issue.

Chairman Desloge asked Mr. Mahan to include economic models in the additional
information to be provided to Commissioners.

Charles Pattison, 2346 Armistead Road, represented 1000 Friends of Florida, thanked
staff and the Committee for the work done on this issue and stated that his
organization supports the proposed changes. He acknowledged the increased cost of
performance based systems and suggesied an additional fee on installed systems to
assist lower income homeowners in the purchase of the systems. He endorsed
approval of the proposed Ordinance and also noted his support for Item #17.

Rich Bray, 11135 Domingo Dr. expressed support for the proposed ordinance and stated
that Wakulla Springs is an irreplaceable rescurce. He referenced the FSU Center for
Economic and Feasibility Analysis and provided a summary of this report to
Commissioners. He suggested that the County charge each septic system owner a
nominal fee to generate additional revenues.

Jim Stephenson, 4797 Lakely Dr., Coordinator of Wakulla Springs Basin Working
Group, which strives to protect the waters flowing into the Springs. He stated that now
is the time for performance based septic systems and supports the proposed changes.

Commissioner Rackleff inquired the condition of Wakulla Springs today. Mr.
‘Stephenson responded that the Springs has “ill health and not in good condition”.

Rick Malphurs, 6538 Treasure Qaks Circle, has installed 60-70 performance based
systems in Wakulla and Leon Counties and the cost is dramatically higher. He
expressed concern over the illegal installation of systems and commented that more
festing and more affordability is needed.

Brian Miller, 1801 Benade Lomas Dr., is a local installer and opined that residents do
not have the funds to purchase the advanced systems and a “black market” will be
created in the septic tank business. He recommended more review of the ordinance
before approved.

Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff to approve
Options 1 & 2, seconded by Rackleff, to approve Options 1 & 2: 1) Conduct the first of
two public hearings to consider a proposed Ordinance Amending Article I, “Onsite
Sewage Disposal Systems” of Chapter 18 “Utilities” of the Code of Laws of Leon County,
and 2) Schedule the second and final public hearing to consider a proposed Ordinance
Amending Article Ill, “Onsite Sewage Disposal Systems” of Chapter 18 “Utilities” of the
Cade of laws of Leon County on Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
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Chairman Desloge requested staff to provide financial options for phasing in the
requirement.

Commissioner Thaell suggested that staff provide options for budget consideration on
public financing for some of the systems in the County required to be replaced.

Commissioner Rackleff confirmed that the Committee was comprised of individuals of
varied interest in the process, i.e., engineers, septic tank installers, citizens, etc.

Commissioner Akinyemi clarified with Mr. Mahon that the ordinance would apply only
to those homes located within the Springs Protection Zone. He stated that protection of
the environment and the aquifer is extremely important and the impact that septic
tanks have on the nitrogen problem cannot be minimized. Commissioner Akinyermni
requested that staff review what the State is doing, other ideas of fee collection and
what other opportunities/technologies are available prior to the next public hearing.

Commissioner Rackleff asserted that he was determined to do everything possible to
clean up Wakulla Springs; it would be a challenge, but one that must be addressed.

The mation carried 4-0 (Commissioner Thaell out of Chambers and Commissioners Proctor
and Dailey absent}

15. First and Only Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing on a Proposed Ordinance Amending
the Official Zoning Map to Change the Zone Classification from the R-3 {Single
Family Detached, Two-Family Attached Residential) Zoning District to the C-2
(General Commercial) Zoning District (PRZ #080025)

Alan Richardson, 1821 Fernandg Dr. spoke in favor of the proposed Ordinance.

Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to approve
Option 1: Conduct the first and only quasi-judicial public hearing and adopt a proposed
Ordinance amending the Official Zoning Map from the R-3 {Single Family Detached, Two-
Family Attached Residential} to the C-2 (General Commercial) zoning district, based upon
the findings of fact and conclusions of law made by the Planning Commission and
included herein, and any evidence submitted at the Hearing hereon. The motion carried
4-0 {Commissioner Thaell out of Chambers and Commissioners Proctor and Dailey absent)

16. First of Two Quasi-Judicial Public hearings to Consider a Proposed Ordinance
Amending Appropriate Sections of Chapter 10 of the Land Development Code to
Implement Comprehensive Plan Reform

County Administrator Alam stated that the item was to be presented to the Planning
Commission on February 3 and information from that meeting was requested from
staff. Wayne Tedder, Planning Director, reported that the Planning Commission
revicwed the item found it consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and recommended
approval.

Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Chairman Desloge, to approve Options 1 &
2: 1) Conduct the first of two public hearings on a proposed Ordinance amending
appropriate sections of Chapter 10 of the Land Development Code to implement
Comprehensive Plan Reform and 2) Schedule the second and final public hearing on a
proposed Ordinance amending appropriate sections of Chapter 10 of the Land
Development Code for Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. The motion carried 4-0
{Commissioner Thaell out of Chambers and Commissioners Proctor and Dailey absent).
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First of Two Public hearings on a Proposed Ordinance Amending the Land
Development Code to Establish a Primary Springs Protection Zone and
Development Standards to Initiate Implementation of Comprehensive Plan Policy
4.2.5:[C]

Speakers:

Mike Sundin, 133 Love Ridge Court, encouraged establishment of the area and
protection of the Springs.

Jim Stevenson, 4797 Blakeley Drive, Coordinator of the Wakulla Springs Basin Working
Group voiced support of the Ordinance to establish the Primary Springs Protection
Zone.

Charles Pattison, 2346 Armistead Road, representative of 1000 Friends of Florida, See

comments from Item #14.

Commissioner Rackleff established with Mr, Stevenson that if appropriate measures are
taken the clarity of the Springs could be restored. Mr. Stevenson erncouraged
Commissioners to attend the Workshop to be held on February 25-26 and stated that a
lot of information would be provided at that time.

Commissioner Rackleff moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Akinyemi, to approve
Options I & 2: 1) Conduct the first of two public hearings on a proposed Ordinance
amending the Land Development Code to establish a Primary Springs Protection Zone and
Development standards to initiate implementation of Comprehensive Plan Policy 4.2.5: [C],
and 2} Schedule the second and final public hearing on a proposed Ordinance amending
the Land Development Code to establish a Primary Springs Protection Zone and
development standards to initiate implementation of Comprehensive Plan Policy 4.2.5: [C]
Sfor Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. The motion carried 4-0 {Commissioner Thaell
out of Chambers and Commissioners Dailey and Proctor absent)

Add-on Agenda Item

18.

St. Maarten Welcome Reception

Ken Morris, Interim Executive Director, Tourist Development Council (TDC), shared that
dignitaries from St. Maarten would be visiting Tallahassee the week of February 15 and
noted that a sister-city agreement was established between the City of Tallahassee and
St. Maarten in 1999. Mr. Morris stated that Board approval is requested for the TDC to
host a Welcome Reception for the dignitaries. The proposed date for the reception is
February 20, from 3-5 p.m. at the Leon County Welcome Center’s conference facility
and the estimated cost of the reception would be $600 to $1200. Mr. Morris advised
that funds were available in the TDC’s sponsorship and contributions account to cover
the costs of the reception.

Commisstoner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Akinyemi, to approve the
request to host a welcome reception for St. Maarten dignitaries at the Leon county
Welcome Center in an amount not to exceed $1,200. The motion carried 5-0
{Comrmissioners Proctor and Dailey absent).
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Citizens to be Heard on Non-Agendaed Items {3 minute limit)

Michael Dobson, 44005 Brandon Hill Drive, spoke of behalf of the Florida Renewable Energy
Producers Association. He requested the County’s support of the Sunshine State Renewable
Energy Expo to be held on March 11, 2009 at the Mary Brogan Museum. He offered that the
anticipated attendance for the event was 200 and would generate tourism dollars for the area.

Commissioner Rackleff established that the amount of the sponsorship request was $1,000.

Commissioner Thaell opined that the sponsorship was an appropriate use of TDC monies and
established with Ken Morris that funds were available in the TDC budget to accommodate the

request.

Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to direct the TDC to
sponsor the event in the amount of $1,000. The motion carried 5-0 {Commissioners Proctor and

Dailey absent)

Discussion Items by Commissioners

Commissioner Thaell
. Expressed excitement about the upcoming Extreme Home MakeOver (EHMO)
event, however was concerned about the increased County property taxes that
would be assessed on the new home,

" Commissioner Thaell moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Akinyemi,
that an agenda itern be brought back with options for the Board to
consider to assist the EHMO family in property tax relief for five years for
the new home. .

. County Administrator Alam offered that in other EHMO events, trust
funds had been established to further assist the family. He added that if
the Board decides to pursue this action, he suggested that the total
amount be budgeted in one year and be brought back each year.

’ Chairman Desloge remarked that the increased utility bills and taxes
would be a big burden.
. Chairman Desloge suggested that discussions with the Property

Appraiser’s Office be held to determine if there are avenues available to
provide some assistance, Commissioner Thaell offered to contact the
Property Appraisers Office on behalf of the Board.

= Commissioner Rackleff advised caution and asked if facts could be
learned, before an agenda item is requested.
. Commissioner Akinyemi asserted his support to assist the family, i.e.,

participation in trust fund and discussions with Property Appraisers
Office and will vote for the motion.

. Commissioner Sauls expressed apprehension with the County setting
this type of precedent and added that there are other deserving families
in the community who need assistance also. She noted that she would
support the motion, but would be hesitant to pursue this course of
action.

. Commissioner Racklelf agreed with Commissioner Sauls and noted that
other circumstances, i.e., flooding from TS Fay that have occurred and
placed families in adverse positions. He will not support the motion,
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. Chairman Desloge stated that he would support the motion and
welcomed more information on the issue; however, he was unsure if he
could support this type of direction.

. The motion carried 4-1 {Commissioner Rackleff in opposition and
Commissioners Proctor and Dailey absent}
. Recognized today as Abraham Lincolns 200th Birthday
Commissioner Sauls
. Requested a status report on a propesed 697 acre 697 home deveélopment,
Chasen Woods, in the Woodville area.
. Commissioner Rackleff remarked that the proposed development is

surrounded by wetlands and the intensity of the development is
troublesome. He stated that the property is unsuitable for this type of
development and recommended that staff review the current clustering
policy.

. County Attorney Thiele cautioned discussion of the merits of the
application, as it is clearly a quasi-judicial matter which would appear on
the Board’s agenda.

. Tony Biblo, Growth & Environmental Management, Developmental
Services, shared that the Board would have the opportunity to review
and comment on the application.

. Commissioner Thaell asked the status of the property being purchased
by the State. Mr. Biblo responded that this continues to be a
consideration.
. Commissioner Thaell requested that staff look into the State purchase
offer,
. Shared material on another potential prescription drug card opportunity and
asked staff to review the information.
* Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Rackleff, to agenda

for further discussion the possibility of moving Commission meetings back to

Tuesday. The motion carried 5-0 (Commissioners Proctor and Dailey absent)

" Chairman Desloge noted the conflict with the School Board meetings that
are also held on Tuesdays. He asked that consideration be given to
having the meetings on the 15t and 3¢ weeks rather than 204 and 4t
weeks.

Commissioner Akinyemi -
= Suggested that the Tourist Development Counci] utilize the Extreme Home

MakeQOver (EHMO) event as a marketing opportunity for the area,

v Mentioned that volunteers are needed for the EMHO project.

. Recommended the “Akinyummy” Hot Roast Beef Sandwich at Andrews.

. Asked that Board members inform him of any issues they would like for him to
address or discuss as the Board's representative on the Public Safety
Committee.

Commissioner Rackleff
. Distributed an article from the New Yorker Magazine entitled “The Ponzi State”
which expressed a view that Florida has developed an unsustainable fiscal
structure, which is of concern to Commissioner Rackleff and he noted the
importance of being educated in the important changes going on in the State.
o Provided an overview of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
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Commissioner Desloge

L 2

Requested a Resolution for the American Women’s Business Association’s Silver
Dome Chapter Founder’s Day

Acknowledged the honor of Tallahassee being chosen for the Extreme Home
MakeOver project and gave kudos to the Public Works and County staff for their
work behind the scenes assisting with this project. He suggested that a link to
the project be added to the County’s web site.

Mentioned that the Medicaid nursing home formula cannot be changed by
State’s accepting stimulus monies. This could have had a $2 to $4 million
impact on the County.

County Administrator Alam announced that John Thomas Dailey was born at 3:16 p.m.

Chairman Desloge passed the Gavel to Vice-Chair Rackleff

. Commissioner Desloge moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Akinyemi,,
that an agenda item be brought back: relative to how the County would
address administrative issues associated with accelerating local projects
Jforward if stimulus monies become available. 7

. There was discussion on Commissioner Thaell’s suggestion that the issue
be scheduled for a Workshop to allow sufficient time for discussion on
this issue. It was determined that due to the tight timeframe, the issue
would be agendaed,

. The motion carried 5-0 {Commissioner Proctor and Dailey absent)

The Gavel was passed back to Chairman Desloge

Explained that the geal of the Tallahagsee Capital Region Economic Stimulus

group was to streamline the process and be better prepared and more ready to

work through the system to acquire stimulus funds for local projects. He thinks
the County’s ability to “stand out from the crowd” is better when included with
the other 13 entities.

. Distributed a copy of the economic stimulus projects publication which
provided a summary of information; along with another document which
provided more information on specific projects. He stated that the task
now is how to get the document in front of as many people as possible.

) Commended staff for the hard work on this project.

. Shared that there had been discussions of possibly hiring a lobbyist to
specifically lobby the stimulus projects and requested the Board’s input
on the issue. :

. Commissioner Rackleff stated that he was pleased with current lobbying
staff and is unsure that an additional lobbyist is needed.
. Chairman Desloge shared that the goal would be that everyone on the

list would pool funds to hire lobbyist and chances of funding for the
projects would improve,

. Commissioner Rackleff expressed concern of possible conflicts among
lobbyist.
. Commissioner Akinyemi asked what other partners are willing to do,

what would the County’s share of cost be, and could the County
Administrator be authorized be handle.

. Mr. Alam shared that the “major partners” (City of Tallahassee, County,
School Board} have had discussions on contributing $10-20,000 each.
He was unsure about the status of the smaller entities invoived.

. Commissioner Akinyemi moved, duly seconded by Chairman Desloge, to
authorize the County Administrator to expend an amount not to exceed
$20,000 to hire a lobbyist to pursue stimulus funds. '

1
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. Commissioner Thaell stated that he needed to know what the other
partners were willing to do and wants to understand the process for how
this money will funnel down from Washington. '

. Ken Morris stated that it is still unclear how the funds will be disbursed,
i.e., formula driven, grant process and it would be difficult to gauge the
affects of an additional lobbyist team beyond the County’s current
lobbying resources.

. Commissioner Sauls indicated that she would support the motion, if the
City and School Board agreed to be an equal partner. The smaller
counties and-other entities cost could be calculated on a prorate share.

. Commissioner Thaell reiterated his need to understand what the

o investment will bring to the citizens of Leon County.

. Chairman Desloge explained the need for a lobbyist to “carry the flag” in
support of the projects identified as regional economic stimmulus projects.

. Commissioner Akinyemi stated that it was his expectation that the

County Administrator would write a scope of services agreement. He
asserted that regional representation was needed as it would carry more
clout and better position the partners to acquire stimulus monies.

. Commissioner Rackleff unclear on how a regional lobbyist would be
received and opined that the proposed funds be divided between the
County’s current lobbying firms.

* Commissioner Akinyemi withdrew his motion.

. Commissioner Akinyemi moved, duly seconded by Cormmissioner Sauls, to
waive the rules. The motion carried 3-2 (Commissioners Rackleff and
Thaell in opposition and Commissioners Dailey and Proctor absent)

) Commissioner Akinyemi moved, duly seconded by Chairman Desloge, to
authorize the County Administrator to expend an amount up to $20,000 to
hire a lobbyist to pursue stimulus mornies, contingent upon participation by
the City of Tallahassee and Leon County School Board to share equally in
the expenditure.

. Commissioner Thaell offered a friendly amendment that the issue of hiring
a regional lobbyist as part of the agenda item on econornic stimulus at the
next meeting.

. Commissioner Akinyemi accepted the amendment.

Chairman Desloge explained that it is anticipated that all the partners
would contribute in a pro rata share toward the expenditure.

* Commissioner Akinyemi amended his motion to request that staff draft an
agreement for regional representation for inclusion in the economic
stimulus agenda item at the next Board meeting.

. The motion, as amended, carried 5-0 {(Commissioner Proctor and Dailey
absent}
. Shared that the revenue guarantee to Delta Airlines has not changed. A flight to

Washington, D.C. has been added; however the number of flights to Orlando,
Tampa and Ft. Lauderdale has been refigured to include the Washington
destination.

The Board adjourned for dinner break at 5: 45 p.m.
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Adjourn

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30
p.m.

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

BY:

Bryan Desloge, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

BY:

Bob Inzer, Clerk of the Court
Leon County, Florida
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