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To; Leon County Board of Commissioners

Museum). (f(:(- , X/'ZG’.C‘
Pate: June 10, 2008

From: John Gl]mor Riley Centeﬁ %for Africa merlcan Hlstory & Culture Inc. (aka: Riley House

Subject: Request for $10,000 Contribution for Educational Exhibition. Project

Historical' Background: The Riley House is the only home ini. Florida of a fieed slave: that is still standing at ‘its' original
location, has been restored; is beifig ;préserved and interpreted and! is open to the public for viewing. it 'is thé-only African:
American:histori¢ property located.in downtowm Tal lahaSSee-.dﬁd'was..the'ﬁrst.AfﬁicénlJ&maiéan-comrﬁunity-'based‘ museumin
Leon «County. The. Riley Housé was deSignated a National Register property im 1978 and' locally -designated in: 2002.
‘Constructed in 1890, the house was. the home :of the John Gilmore Riley family and is now the ‘location: of the Riley,
‘Génter/Museum. Mr: Riley, born into slavery in Leon County in 1857, lateibécame the first Black prinéipall of the original
Lincoln High School,, sefving for thirty=three. years: He was also owner of multiple: parcels of feal estate, much of it in
downtown Tallahassee and was a great statewide civic leader and churchiian. Professor Riley died il 1954 at age 97.
Mission: The mission of the organization;is toenfich livés andiimprove the'quality of life for all by presenting,amore
balanced view of history and cultural heritage through education; outreach and -advocaéy. Serviceto:the community:
Qurorganization: prov:des programs ‘that connect youthi. and adults to local, state, regional and mnational history and
cultural lieritage.

Specific Project for which. funding is requested—Ameatromc Project: In 2007, our organization requested
and was awarded $22,500 by the Council of Arts and Culture - (City of Tallahassee local arts agency) to
icontract with a comparny in Jacksonville, Florida (Sally Foundation) to biiild a life:size model of the: original
owner of the Riley Housé, John Gilmore Riley, to be placed i the downstairs west room.. This. room was the
piivate: office of Mr. Rlley until Kis deathi in 1954 at age 97. The city grant was match for a state: special
catégofy grant that we were recommended for, thus covering thie full cost of the animatronic ($65,800):
Unfortunately, the 2008 state legislaturé Zeroed out state special catégory project funding, This. placés- the
project in jeopardy -and dlso means. that the city’s funds cannot be released. The ity grant expires in
September 2008:. '

What does this mear foi the community: The proposed exhibit would “breathe life” into the west room. The
robotic replica would posséss human:like movement, human features, and audio capabilities with Mr. Riley
“welcoming visitors to Ris home”. As visitors continue the tour, Mt Riley will continue motions as.if working
at his désk, the same as during his. lifetime. This type: of exhibit i§ unprecedented: in the City of Tallahassee
and North Flofida. 1t would 'bolster visitations significantly and broaden thé interprétive experience: for

visitors.
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share knowledgewfpeople. places gndievents thavhelp shape the foundations.of our society
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The Sally Foundation created such a médel of famous Aftican Americans brothers, James
Weldon and John Rosemond Johnson, for the LaVilla African American Museum in
Jacksonville; Florida. The result, according: to the Director, has been a tremendous
ihcrease in visitor-ship. It 1§ anticipated that this model project will likewise attract new
visitors, media sources; and tourists thereby stimulating the economy .and generating
additional revenue to help sustain the Riley House and its programs. Foremost, it will
enhance all othef components of the Riley House’s heritage ediication programs.

Upon receiving the final word on Friday, May 2, 2008, that the legislature definitely did
not.approve state special categoty funding for the project, I began contacting supporters;,
businesses and: corporations. i .an. attempt to raise the additional .$43,300 needed to
accomplish the project. Committed contfibutors/commitments to, date are: Mike Pate
(Knight Foundation) and' Kathy Archibald $10,000 each; Althemese Barnes, Marjorie
Turnbull, and Spencer Ingram $1,000 each; John Proctor, Maggie Lewis. Butler, David
Jackson, Julie Hare $500' cach; Dave Lang $100; Shirley Gooding Butler $200, Motris
Miller $100. Original amt needed was: $43,300: We?ve gotten commitments for $25;300.
Balance $17,900.

Your suppott by granting the requested furids will put the: goal in teach for us-to begin the
project. A couple of other solicitations. look very promising to help finalize the
fundraising effort. Your contribution will be ‘acknowledged on a bronze plague that will
be placed beside the animatronic model, recognizing sponsers in perpetuity.

Thank you for your consideration: If additional information is heeded, I can be reached
at (850) 681-7881 or 681-7803, by «cell (766-4266) or by -e=mail to
abames37@comcast net, Our-address. is www: rileymuseum.org and' FAAHPN.com.
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