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SECTION 4 — CONCLUSIONS AND
EAR-BASED RECOMM ATIO

INTRODUCTION
The EAR is intended to recommend those changes to the Comprehensive Plan necessary to
address (1) deficiencies in the existing Plan relative to new State requirements and (Z) the Major

Issues.

Section 2 of this EAR assessed the implementation of each of the Plan’s elements and provided
specific recommendations where State law has changed, and identified those Objectives and
Policies that were largely met and may be considered for deletion or updating. Section 3 of the
EAR comprises the analyses of the four Major Issues, each of which concludes with a list of
recommendations as to how best to advance the Plan along these lines.

The following section of the EAR attempts to reconcile the various recommendations, to
prioritize them and to specify which should be undertaken through the package of “EAR-based
amendments” to be processed in the 18-month window following adoption as specified by State
rule. The following factors are engaged in choosing which recommendations to include in the
amendment package:
» Strength of nexus to the Major Issue;
» Whether there exist any parallel or supporting policies in the current Comprehensive
Plan;
» Feasibility or likelihood of progress in the next EAR horizon (2007-14),
«  Whether the recommendations are tied to SB360 requirements and timeframes;
s Whether the recommendations can be incorporated into other amendment cycles, either
before or after the EAR-based amendment deadline;
»  Whether the recommendation may be better implemented through other vehicles, such as
the land development code; and
» The capacity of local government to process significant amendments in the time allotted.

This process is similar to that used to crystallize the large number of community concerns raised
at EAR Town Hall meetings in 2005 to the four Major Issues approved by the commissions.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

The composite of all Recommendations from the Community Issues papers and Element
Assessments is presented in the following table. In Table 4-la, where no substantive
recommendations follow from the EAR, the element is not listed.
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EAR-BASED RECOMMENDATIONS

The following amendments to the Comprehensive Plan are to be implemented within the
timeframe specific by Statute and Rule governing the EAR process. They are to be adopted by
April 2009 (e.g., the 2009-1 cycle). Plan revisions identified in Table 4-1 as requiring a “Future
Amendment Cycle” as a vehicle for implementation can be addressed as “clean-up”
amendments. These amendments are relatively minor in nature and involve no major policy
considerations. For example, many policies throughout the Plan have been fully implemented.
Some of these are still required by 9J-5; others are simply needed to provide continued
authorization for programs or specific code (such as the Land Development Code). The
language of such policies should be universally amended from “Adopt by . . .” to read “Maintain
.. .” instead. Other recommended amendments may be addressed programmatically or via the
land development codes of either local government.

Table 4-1f. List of Recommendations to be Incorporated as EAR-based
Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan

Ref. # Proposed EAR-Based Amendment Element
i Foster more true mixed-use development through the Land Development Code and L
PUD processes
7 A hierarchy of management strategies should be incorporated into the Plan: SW
Prevention, Reduction, Re-use, Recycling, followed by Disposal
13 The economics of solid waste management need to be incorporated into policy SW

(evolving recycling markets, tipping fees, residential and commercial rates.

15,17, | Revise objectives of the Sanitary Sewer, Potable Water, and Stormwater Eiements
18 to address protection of “high recharge” and “prime recharge areas” commensurate | S§, PW,

with their significance to natural systems or their status as current or future sources ST

of potable water

19 Add policy .that requires adequate water supplies be available at time of PW

development or no later than certificate of ocoupancy

24 Create a Joint Housing Element H

25 Add Objective to address housing needs of current and future residents H

26 Add Objective to Identify Sites and distribution of housing for very-low income H
and low-income families

27 Add Objective to apply job training, job creation and economic solutions to
affordable housing concerns

28 Amend the element to address housing for moderate income households

29 Include objectives that ensure adoption of inter-local agreements within one year
of adoption of the amended Intergovernmental Coordination Element and ensure
intergovernmental coordination between all affected local governments and the IG
school board for the purpose of establishing requirements for public school
CONCULrency

30 Include policies that provide procedures to identify and implement joint planning
areas for purposes of annexation, municipal incorporation and joint infrastructure IG
service areas

3 Establish joint processes for the siting of facilitics with connty-wide significance 1IG

32 Include Policy to adopt and update interlocat agreements for school concurrency IG
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Table 4-1f. List of Recommendations to be Incorporated as EAR-based

Ref. #

Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan

Proposed EAR-Based Amendment

Element

36

Create a Multimodal District for the Downtown, Midtown, FSU, and FAMU, and
adopt targeted modal share percentages for the future in support of a strategy to
shift much of the traffic from these areas to transit, bike, and pedestrian travel.

T

37

Create a Transportation Concurrency Exception Area within the Urban Service
Area based on the concept that development and redevelopment will support a
transit nede concept.

38

Add policy language recognizing that congestion can actually be a sign of a healthy
urban area, and that automobile congestion can lead to individuals making a modal
switch to transit, provided the transit system provides access to common
destinations with convenient frequency.

45

Require that City and County resurfacing projects be evaluated for the adding
bicycle lanes where they did not previously exist.

47

Include an objective recognizing the growth of Tallahassee as a regional center and
the need for closer coordination with surrounding jurisdictions and the Capital
Region Transportation Planning Agency. Develop associated policies for dealing
with the changing travel demands and patterns this implies.

63

Establish Residential Preservation-1 (RP-1) as a separate land use category in the
Comprehensive Plan

73

Review and modify practices and activities at the City of Tallahassee’s wastewatet
treatment facilities

79

Modify the Land Use element to require protection measures for Wakulla Springs
into the Plan (e.g., Policy 1.2.4 [L])

80

Establish a Springs Protection Zone based on the results of the LAVA study and
establish policy for additional requirements and regulations within this zone.

81

Amend Policy 2.1.6 [SS] that calls for the development of a plan for the
reduction of nitrates within a specified area known to impact Wakulla Springs by
2007 to reflect specific standards for advanced on site systems or central systems
once the LAVA is completed.
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