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Management Plan Compliance Checklist - Natural Resource Lands   

Requirements Location 
18-2.021 Acquisition and Restoration Council. 

1. Executive Summary  xi 
Management Plans. Plans submitted to the division for ARC review under the requirements of Section 253.034 F.S. 
should be in a form and manner prescribed by rule by the board and in accordance with the provisions of S. 
259.032 and should contain where applicable to the management of resources the following: 
 2. The common name of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway (MCRG). 

xi 
 3. A map showing the location and boundaries of the MCRG plus any structures or improvements to 
the MCRG.  

Map series 
1 & 2 

 4. The legal description and acreage of the MCRG. xi, 
Appendix A 

 5. The degree of title interest held by the Board, including reservations and encumbrances such as 
leases. 

xii, 
Appendix A 

 6. The land acquisition program, if any, under which the MCRG was acquired. 
xi 

 7. The designated single use or multiple use management for the MCRG, including other managing 
agencies. xi, 15 
 8. Proximity of MCRG to other significant State/local/federal land or water resources.  2, Map 

Series 3 
 9. A statement as to whether the MCRG is within an Aquatic Preserve or a designated Area of Critical 
State Concern or an area under study for such designation. If yes, make sure appropriate managing 
agencies are notified of this Plan. 1 
 10. The location and description of known and reasonably identifiable renewable and non-renewable resources of 
the MCRG including, but not limited to, the following: 
A. Brief description of soil types, using USDA maps when available; 5, Table 2, 

Map Series 
6 

B. Archaeological and historical resources*; 10, 
Appendix F 

C. Water resources including the water quality classification for each water body and the identification 
of any such water body that is designated as an Outstanding Florida Waters; 

7 
D. Fish and wildlife and their habitat; 8 
E. State and federally listed endangered or threatened species and their habitat; 9, 

Appendices 
C-E 

F. Beaches and dunes; 
1 

G. Swamps, marshes and other wetlands; 7 
H. Mineral resources, such as oil, gas and phosphate; 

8 
I. Unique natural features, such as coral reefs, natural springs, caverns, large sinkholes, virgin timber 
stands, scenic vistas and natural rivers and streams; and 

11 
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J. Outstanding native landscapes containing relatively unaltered flora, fauna and geological conditions. 
11 

11. A description of actions the agency plans, to locate and identify unknown resources such as surveys 
of unknown archaeological and historical resources. 

29 
12. The identification of resources on the MCRG that are listed in the Florida Natural Areas Inventory. 
Include letter from FNAI or consultant, where appropriate. 

9, Appendix 
D 

13. A description of past uses, including any unauthorized uses of the MCRG.  11 
14. A detailed description of existing and planned use(s) of the MCRG.  15, 24, 39, 

Table 4, 
Appendix J 

15. A description of alternative or multiple uses of the MCRG considered by the managing agency and 
an explanation of why such uses were not adopted. 

15, 39, 
Table 4, 

Appendix J 
16. A detailed assessment of the impact of planned uses on the renewable and non-renewable 
resources of the MCRG and a detailed description of the specific actions that will be taken to protect, 
enhance and conserve these resources and to mitigate damage caused by such uses. 

15, 
Appendix B 

17. A description of management needs and problems for the MCRG. 
xii, 35 

18. Identification of adjacent land uses that conflict with the planned use of the MCRG, if any. 
13 

19. A description of legislative or executive directives that constrain the use of such MCRG. 13, 28 
20. A finding regarding whether each planned use complies with the State Lands Management Plan 
adopted by the Trustees on March 17, 1981 and incorporated herein by reference, particularly whether 
such uses represent "balanced public utilization", specific agency statutory authority and other 
legislative or executive constraints. 28 
21. An assessment as to whether the MCRG or any portion, should be declared surplus. xiii, 28 
22. Identification of other parcels of land within or immediately adjacent to the MCRG that should be 
purchased because they are essential to management of the MCRG. Clearly defined map of parcels can 
be used. xiii, 28 
23. A description of the management responsibilities of each agency and how such responsibilities will 
be coordinated, including a provision that requires that the managing agency consult with the Division 
of Historical Resources before taking actions that may adversely affect archaeological or historic 
resources.  29 
24. A statement concerning the extent of public involvement and local government participation in the 
development of this Plan, if any, including a summary of comments and concerns expressed.  xiii, 16, 

Appendix K 
Additional Requirements—Per Trustees. 

25. Letter of Compliance of the management plan with the Local Government Comprehensive Plan. 
Letter from local government saying that this Plan is in compliance with local government's 
comprehensive plan. Appendix I 

253.034 State-Owned Lands; Uses. Each entity managing conservation lands shall submit to the Division of State 
Lands a land management plan at least every 10 years in a form and manner prescribed by rule by the Board. 

26. All management plans, whether for single-use or multiple-use properties, shall specifically describe 
how the managing entity plans to identify, locate, protect and preserve or otherwise use fragile 
nonrenewable resources, such as archaeological and historic sites, as well as other fragile resources, 
including endangered plant and animal species. Section IV 
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27. The management plan shall provide for the conservation of soil and water resources and for the 
control and prevention of soil erosion.  29, 30 
28. Land management plans submitted by an entity shall include reference to appropriate statutory 
authority for such use or uses and shall conform to the appropriate polices and guidelines of the state 
land management plan.  28 
29. All land management plans for parcels larger than 1,000 acres shall contain an analysis of the 
multiple-use potential of the parcel, which analysis shall include the potential of the parcel to generate 
revenues to enhance the management of the parcel.  N/A 
30. Additionally, the land management plan shall contain an analysis of the potential use of private 
managers to facilitate the restoration or management of these lands. 

38 
31. A physical description of the land. 

4 
32. A desired outcome. 17 
33. A quantitative data description of the land which includes an inventory of forest and other natural 
resources; exotic and invasive plants; hydrological features; infrastructure, including recreational 
facilities; and other significant land, cultural or historical features. 

7-11, Map 
Series 2 

 
 34. A detailed description of each short-term and long-term land management goal, the associated 
measurable objectives and the related activities that are to be performed to meet the land 
management objectives. Each land management objective must be addressed by the land 
management plan and where practicable, no land management objective shall be performed to the 
detriment of the other land management activities. 18-24 
35. A schedule of land management activities which contains short-term and long-term land 
management goals and the related measurable objectives and activities. The schedule shall include for 
each activity a timeline for completion, quantitative measures and detailed expense and manpower 
budgets. The schedule shall provide a management tool that facilitates development of performance 
measures. 

18-24, 
Appendix L 

36. A summary budget for the scheduled land management activities of the land management plan. 
For state lands containing or anticipated to contain imperiled species habitat, the summary budget 
shall include any fees anticipated from public or private entities for projects to offset adverse impacts 
to imperiled species or such habitats, which fees shall be used solely to restore, manage, enhance, 
repopulate or acquire imperiled species habitat. The summary budget shall be prepared in such a 
manner that it facilitates computing an aggregate of land management costs for all state-managed 
lands using the categories described in s. 259.037(3). 

Appendix L 
37. Each management plan shall describe both short-term and long-term management goals and 
include measurable objectives to achieve those goals. Short-term and long-term management goals 
shall include measurable objectives for the following, as appropriate  
(A) Habitat restoration and improvement;  18 
(B) Public access and recreational opportunities; 19 
(C) Hydrological preservation and restoration; 

20 
(D) Sustainable forest management; 20 
(E) Exotic and invasive species maintenance and control; 21 
(F) Capital facilities and infrastructure; 22 
(G) Cultural and historical resources; 23 
(H) Imperiled species habitat maintenance, enhancement, restoration or population restoration 23 

253.036 Forest Management. 
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38. For all land management plans for parcels larger than 1,000 acres, the lead agency shall prepare 
the analysis, which shall contain a component or section prepared by a qualified professional forester 
which assesses the feasibility of managing timber resources on the parcel for resource conservation 
and revenue generation purposes through a stewardship ethic that embraces sustainable forest 
management practices if the lead management agency determines that the timber resource 
management is not in conflict with the primary management objectives of the parcel.  N/A 

259.032 Conservation And Recreation Lands Trust Fund; Purpose.   
(10)(a) State, regional or local governmental agencies or private entities designated to manage lands under this 
section shall develop and adopt, with the approval of the Board of Trustees, an individual management plan for each 
project designed to conserve and protect such lands and their associated natural resources. Private sector 
involvement in management plan development may be used to expedite this Planning process.  
39. Individual management plans required by s. 253.034(5), for parcels over 160 acres, shall be 
developed with input from an advisory group - Management plan should list advisory group members 
and affiliations. 16 
40. The advisory group shall conduct at least one public hearing in each county in which the parcel or 
project is located. Managing agency should provide DSL/OES with documentation showing date and 
location of public hearing. 

16, 
Appendix K 

41. Notice of such public hearing shall be posted on the parcel or project designated for management, 
advertised in a paper of general circulation and announced at a scheduled meeting of the local 
governing body before the actual public hearing. Managing agency should provide DSL/OES with copy 
of notice. Appendix K 
42. The management prospectus required pursuant to 259.032 (9) (d) shall be available to the public 
for a period of 30 days prior to the public hearing. 

 

43. Summary of Advisory Group Meeting should be provided to DSL/OES. Appendix K 
44. Individual management plans shall conform to the appropriate policies and guidelines of the state 
land management plan and shall include, but not be limited to: 

  
A. A statement of the purpose for which the lands were acquired, the projected use or uses as defined 
in s. 253.034 and the statutory authority for such use or uses. 

15 
B. Key management activities necessary to achieve the desired outcomes, including, but not limited to, 
providing public access, preserving and protecting natural resources, protecting cultural and historical 
resources, restoring habitat, protecting threatened and endangered species, controlling the spread of 
nonnative plants and animals, performing prescribed fire activities and other appropriate resource 
management activities. 

29-35 
C. A specific description of how the managing agency plans to identify, locate, protect and preserve or 
otherwise use fragile, nonrenewable natural and cultural resources.  

31-34, 
Appendix 2 

D. A priority schedule for conducting management activities, based on the purposes for which the 
lands were acquired. The schedule must include a goal, an objective and a time frame for completion. 18-24 
E. A cost estimate for conducting priority management activities, to include recommendations for cost-
effective methods of accomplishing those activities. Using categories as adopted pursuant to 259.037, 
F.S., is suggested. These are: (1) Resource Management; (2) Administration; (3) Support; (4) Capital 
Improvements; (5) Visitor Services/Recreation; and (6) Law Enforcement.  

Appendix L 
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F. A cost estimate for conducting other management activities which would enhance the natural 
resource value or public recreation value for which the lands were acquired. The cost estimate shall 
include recommendations for cost-effective methods of accomplishing those activities. Using 
categories as adopted pursuant to 259.037, F.S., is suggested. These are: (1) Resource Management; 
(2) Administration; (3) Support; (4) Capital Improvements; (5) Visitor Services/Recreation; and (6) Law 
Enforcement. (Example #10) Include approximate monetary cost and cost effective methods. Can be 
placed in the appendix. Appendix L 
45. A determination of the public uses and public access that would be consistent with the purposes 
for which the lands were acquired. 

39-44, 
Table 4 

259.036 Management Review Teams. 
46. The managing agency shall consider the findings and recommendations of the land management 
review team in finalizing the required 10-year update of its management plan. Can be addressed in the 
body of this Plan or addressed in an appendix. If not in agreement, the managing agency should reply 
in a statement in the appendix. 

xiii, 45 

Other Requirements. 
47. This checklist table at front of plan (pursuant to request of ARC and consensus agreement of 
managing agencies.) i 

48. Accomplishments (implementation) from last plan (format variable by agency) 
44, 

Appendix H 

49. FNAI-based natural community maps (may differ from FNAI in some cases) 
Map Series 

4 

50. Fire management plans (either by inclusion or reference)( 259.032)  
31, 

Appendix B 

51. A statement regarding incompatible uses [ref. Ch. 253.034 (9)] 41 

52. Cultural resources, including maps of all sites except Native American sites* ** 

53. Arthropod control plan 35 
Office of Greenways and Trails Requirements. 

 Potential Ecological or Recreational Linkages to other Public Lands–planning and management 
opportunities that exist for integrating the MCRG into the regional greenways and trails system. 3, 28 
Description of the how entity will defend title for the state owned land. 24 
One page Overview of this Plan 1 
Climate 4 
Table of Contents vii 
*While maps of Native American sites should not be included in the body of the management plan, the DSL urges 
each managing agency to provide such information to the Division of Historical Resources for inclusion in their 
proprietary database. This information should be available for access to new managers to assist them in 
developing, implementing and coordinating their management activities.  
**Two (historical) resources are undocumented, until further documented, a site map is not being provided. They 
are located between Sectors 3 and 4 (Maps 1C-1D); outside of the management unit, the Historic Cemetery is 
surrounded by the property in Sector 1 (Map 1A) 
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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

LEAD AGENCY:  Leon County, Division of Recreation and Parks through a Sublease from the 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP), Office 
of Greenways and Trails (OGT) 

PROPERTY NAME:   Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway (MCRG or Greenway) 

COMMON NAME OF PROPERTY:  Miccosukee Greenway 

LOCATION:  Leon County, a charter county and a political subdivision of the State of Florida, 
hereinafter referred to as “Leon County” or the “County.” Depicted on Florida U.S. Geological 
Survey 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle for Leon County the MCRG is located in Sections 12, 
13, 14 and 15, Township 1 North, Range 1 East and Sections 4, 5, 7 and 8, Township 1 North, 
Range 2 East. 

TOTAL ACREAGE:   501.4 acres 

ACREAGE/LAND COVER CLASS: 
Upland Forest    348.9 acres 
Savanna    3.2 acres 
Floodplain/Bottomland Forest 9.8 acres 
Pasture/Open Fields   137.5 acres 
Wetlands    2.0 acres 

LEASE NUMBER:   4259-01, dated February 24, 2000; Expires January 1, 2050 

USE: Single 

MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Lessor:  Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Trustees) of  

the State of Florida 
Sublessor: FDEP, DRP, OGT 
Sublessee: Leon County (all management responsibilities) 

DESIGNATED LAND USE:  Recreation and Open Space  

CONTRACTS: None 

ENCUMBRANCES:   At the time of the acquisition, multiple encumbrances were known to the 
Trustees. None of these encumbrances, noted in the Deed, were deemed as an impediment to 
the establishment and use of the property as a greenway. Encumbrances since the acquisition 
have been approved by the Acquisition and Restoration Council and the Trustees. 

TYPE OF ACQUISITION:  Fee simple through the OGT Land Acquisition Program on May 6, 1998 
utilizing Preservation 2000 funds for $4,050,000. 
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UNIQUE NATURAL FEATURES:  Unique natural features within the Greenway include a 45.6-
acre upland hickory-oak-pine forest stand in the eastern half of the MCRG on the south side of 
Miccosukee Road. No other unique natural features, such as coral reefs, natural springs, 
caverns, large sinkholes, virgin timber stands are known to exist on the property. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL FEATURES:  The MCRG includes a portion of the 19th century, 
Welaunee Plantation (LE5007) Resource Group; the MCRG surrounds the Old Hickory Hill 
Cemetery at Welaunee (LE2910), the earliest marked death date is 1919; in 2006, a historic 
ceramics and glass surface scatter was recovered from the multi-use trail and recorded 
(LE5294). In 2007, Archaeological Consultants, Inc. conducted systematic subsurface testing of 
LE5294 with negative results. Much of the Greenway has been managed for agricultural 
purposes in the past, including cleared pasture, logging and crops.  

There are two undocumented resources located east of Interstate 10. One is an old residential 
site south of Miccosukee Road. The house has long been removed, but a hand-dug well and 
some associated debris remains. The second is a hand-dug well located north of Miccosukee 
Road. Both wells have been filled with sand. 

MANAGEMENT NEEDS:  The Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway is a linear park and multi-use 
greenway with recreational trails that preserves a historical canopy road and its immediate 
environs and allows passive recreational use. Towards this goal, the following management 
objectives include: 

• Protect and restore natural, historical, cultural and archaeological resources; 
• Provide for the safety of all users; 
• Provide for passive recreational uses only; 
• Provide equal access for all users to the extent possible and permittable; 
• Maintain and improve facilities to ensure a high-quality greenway experience for users; 
• Provide maps, signage and other information for users; 
• Strengthen user and stewardship partnerships; 
• Facilitate community education and awareness of scenic, cultural, historical and 

environmental resources involving the Greenway; 
• Provide for alternative transportation uses, consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon 

County Greenways Master Plan; 
• Preserve the tree canopy and historical vistas on Miccosukee Road; and 
• Manage the natural landscape as guided by the Forest Stewardship Management Plan 

(FSMP) and other guidelines in this Plan. 

Additional special management considerations include, but are not limited to, access, 
prescribed burning and trail and facility uses and conflicts. Recommended management 
practices for plant and animal communities, including prescribed burning, are provided in the 
FSMP. Implementation of the goals and objectives will be accomplished as funding resources 
become available. 
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ACQUISITION NEEDS/ACREAGES:  If there is an opportunity to expand the boundaries of the 
Greenway to protect the canopy of Miccosukee Road, protect the scenic view and vistas and/or 
to make its management more efficient, then the County should explore such opportunities, 
consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways Master Plan. Of particular interest, is 
the four-acre parcel at the easternmost end of the Greenway; it is bordered on three sides by 
the MCRG. The four-acre parcel fronts Crump Road just northwest of Miccosukee Road. 

SURPLUS LAND/ACREAGE:  None 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT:  The Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway, incorporated 
as a non-profit Florida Corporation, was the principal citizens committee providing input into 
the creation, design and eventual use of the Greenway. The purpose of this group is to promote 
broad community participation in the development of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 
as a linear park with a public access greenway; to promote recreational, educational and 
alternative transportation uses for the facility. They provide ongoing assistance to Leon County 
for MCRG management and operational plans. 

In accordance with Sec. 259.032(10)(b), F.S., the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenways Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) was created by an enabling Resolution adopted August 17, 2010 by 
the Leon County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) to serve as the Management Plan 
Advisory Group. The CAC was to participate in the update and review of the Management Plan, 
collect public input and make final recommendations regarding modifications to the 
Management Plan to the BCC for submittal to the State. The CAC met on the following dates to 
provide input and respond to draft versions of the Management Plan: 

March 31, 2011 
April 28, 2011 
May 12, 2011 
June 8, 2011 
July 13, 2011 

July 19, 2011 
July 27, 2011 
August 9, 2011 
August 16, 2011 
September 1, 2011 

October 27, 2011 
November 10, 2011 
December 1, 2011 
January 5, 2012 
July 26, 2012 

An advertised public meeting to present preliminary plans and to solicit and discuss suggestions 
for additional activities and uses within the Greenway was held on July 19, 2012. 
This Plan was included on the July 12, 2012 and the August 28, 2012 Leon County Board of 
County Commissioner’s meeting agenda.  

LAND MANAGEMENT REVIEW:  An Interagency Land Management review Team (LMR) has not 
toured the property or conducted a Land Management Review. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE (FOR DIVISION OF STATE LANDS USE ONLY) 
ARC Approval Date: Trustees Approval Date: 
Comments: 
  



 

 1 

OVERVIEW 

This is an update of the original Management Plan that was adopted in 2002 for the 
Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway (MCRG), commonly known as the Miccosukee Greenway 
(Greenway). Within the Red Hills Region of northern Florida, the 6.4-mile long MCRG is located 
between Fleischman and Crump Roads and parallels six miles of Tallahassee's historic tree 
canopy along Miccosukee Road in Leon County. There are scenic and highly valued rural vistas 
such as canopy road forest tunnels, meadows/pasture, forested wetlands and clay hill lakes 
within and adjacent to MCRG. The protected tree canopy zone, along Miccosukee Road, is 
preserved by City and County ordinances for its historic and scenic significance. Of the total 501 
acres, approximately 359 acres (72%) are upland and bottomland forested areas, two acres 
(0.4%) are wetlands, with the remaining 140 acres (28%) in pastureland, savanna or open fields.  

The MCRG is managed and maintained by Leon County’s Division of Parks and Recreation as a 
single-use recreation consistent with the protection of natural and historical resources. The 
primary purpose of this acquisition was to provide protection for the historical vistas and to 
provide open space and recreational trails in an area of the County that will become more 
urbanized in the future. The MCRG’s land use designation in the local Comprehensive Plan is 
Recreation/Open Space. The area north of the Greenway is currently vacant whereas there is a 
mix of existing single-family, higher density residential developments and vacant land exist to 
the south. Historically, the MCRG was part of Welaunee Plantation and it surrounds the Old 
Hickory Hill Cemetery at Welaunee. 

The County has implemented many improvements identified in the initial MCRG Management 
Plan, including establishing a multi-use trail system along its entire length, developing four 
trailheads with amenities and two marked crossings of Miccosukee Road. The multi-use trails 
traverse rolling hills in mixed hardwood and pine forests, interspersed with several large 
pastures. The MCRG is part of the Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways system, which includes 
the J.R. Alford Greenway, the Lafayette Heritage Trail Greenway, the Elinor Klapp-Phipps 
Greenway and the St. Marks Headwaters Greenway, as well as several smaller greenways and 
conservation land parks. Officially part of Florida’s Greenways and Trails System, the MCRG has 
also been designated as a National Recreation Trail®.  

A Forest Stewardship Management Plan for the MCRG and is being implemented. It includes a 
complete description of existing natural resources and recommendations of Best Management 
Practices and schedules for protecting and enhancing them. Listed species recorded within the 
MCRG boundary include an element occurrence record for non-imperiled Southeastern fox 
squirrel and the Cartwright Mycotrupes beetle. Based on the location and ecology of the 
Greenway, the Red-cockaded woodpecker, Bald eagle, Swallowtail kite and the Gopher tortoise 
may be expected to be found on or near the Greenway. There are a number of invasive exotic 
plant species found in various locations on the Greenway but there are no known exotic 
invasive animals. There are no beaches, dunes, mineral resources or water bodies on the 
Greenway. The MCRG is neither within an Aquatic Preserve nor within a Designated Area of 
Critical Concern and it does not have any designated Outstanding Florida Waters. Unique 
natural features within the Greenway include a 45.6-acre upland hickory-oak-pine forest stand. 
It is located east of Interstate 10 and south of Miccosukee Road.   
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Location of Property 

The property, commonly known as the Miccosukee Greenway (MCRG or Greenway), is located 
in Leon County, Florida and parallels Miccosukee Road from Fleischmann Road east to Crump 
Road (Map 1). The Greenway borders a protected tree canopy zone preserved by County and 
City ordinance for its historic and scenic significance. 

The Greenway is divided, for management purposes, into four sectors (Maps 1a–1d). Maps 2a-
2d illustrates the Existing and Proposed Facilities. These sectors are described west to east as 
follows: 

1. Sector 1:  Fleischmann Road Trailhead to Edenfield Road Trailhead (Fleischmann Road to 
Edenfield Road); 

2. Sector 2:  Edenfield Road Trailhead to Miles Johnson Crossing (Edenfield Road to 
approximately 600’ east of the intersection of Miccosukee Road and Miles Johnson 
Road); 

3. Sector 3:  Miles Johnson Crossing to the Argyle Crossing; and 
4. Sector 4:  Argyle Crossing to Crump Road Trailhead. 

Land Acquisition History and Ownership 

The MCRG was acquired fee simple on May 6, 1998, utilizing Preservation funds for $4,050,000, 
through the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Division of Recreation and 
Parks (DRP), Office of Greenways and Trails (OGT) Land Acquisition Program. The property was 
purchased from the Trust for Public Land (TPL) who acquired the property from Powerhouse, 
Inc. just prior to selling the property to the state.  

On February 24, 2000, Lease Number 4259 was executed between the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund (Trustees) to OGT and then subleased to Leon County, the 
designated manager, via Lease Number 4259-01. Amended on December 7, 2010, the Lease 
expires on February 23, 2050. A copy of the original Trustees agenda item, legal description, 
warranty deeds, leases and supporting documents are provided as Appendix A. 

Nearby Public Lands and Designated Water Resources 

There are currently no public lands adjacent to the MCRG. However, there are 17 parks and 
greenways within three miles of the Greenway (Table 1 and Map 3a). Three are managed by the 
County, 13 are managed by the City of Tallahassee (COT or City) and the other is Alfred B. 
Maclay Gardens State Park. The Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways Master Plan, adopted in 
2004, recognizes these parks and greenways and identifies proposed trails intended to connect 
these areas to the maximum extent possible. 

The Greenway does not cross any Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW), classified pursuant to 
Chapter 62-302 Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). The Greenway is not located in or near an 
Aquatic Preserve, nor is it designated under Florida Aquatic Preserve Act of 1975 (Section 
258.35, F.S.). The Greenway is also not within an Area of Critical State Concern. 
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Table 1: Conservation Areas Within Three Miles. 

No. PARK NAME MANAGER ACREAGE 

1 A .J. Henry Park COT 74.6 
2 Betton Nature Center COT 1.9 
3 Chittenden Park COT 1.5 
4 Doomar Road Nature Preserve COT 12.9 
5 Dorothy B. Oven Park COT 7.5 
6 Evelyn W. Randolph Park COT 1.3 
7 Glendale Playground COT 0.4 
8 Guyte P. McCord Park COT 18.4 
9 Harriman Circle Park COT 8.0 
10 Lafayette Heritage Trail Park COT 797.8 
11 Tom Brown Park COT 304.1 
12 Waverly Pond COT 7.5 
13 Winthrop Park COT 13.3 
14 Alfred B. Maclay Gardens State Park FDEP 1179.0 
15 Goose Creek Leon County 45.3 
16 J. R. Alford Greenway Leon County 874.2 
17 Pedrick Pond Leon County 26.0 

Regional Significance 

The Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways Master Plan, adopted in 2004, identifies the MCRG 
as an integral connection between the Lafayette Heritage Greenway, the J.R. Alford Greenway 
and open space areas to be set aside as part of the proposed development of several large 
parcels of land to the north of the Greenway (Map 3b). This connection is currently proposed as 
the Buck Lake Greenway, which will connect several large existing residential areas to the 
MCRG, the Lafayette Heritage Greenway and the J.R. Alford Greenway. 

The major components of the Florida Statewide Greenways and Trails Program are established 
by a legislatively adopted plan. The foundation for the plan’s development consisted of various 
legislative actions and efforts that occurred throughout the more than 20 years prior to its 
adoption in 1999. As part of the Florida Greenways and Trails Program, recreational 
connections (opportunity corridors) have been identified throughout the state. The MCRG is 
incorporated into the opportunity corridors that illustrate the statewide vision for a connected 
trails system.  

The Trails Plan, an element of the Regional Mobility Plan created by the Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA), was developed to address the need for a connected 
hard surface trail system within and throughout the CRTPA region. This trail system is intended 
to provide a commuting alternative for individuals who seek non-motorized transportation 
options with emphasis placed on limiting exposure to motor vehicles along the commute. 
Adopted by the CRTPA Board on March 21, 2011, the Trails Plan recognizes and incorporates 
the MCRG as a component of the Regional Mobility Plan. 
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Purpose and Scope of Plan 

This document represents the ten year update to the original land management plan that was 
adopted in 2002. This Plan serves as the basic statement of policy and direction for the 
management of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway as a unit of Leon County’s parks and 
greenways system. It identifies the objectives, criteria and the standards used to guide all 
aspects of greenway administration, and sets forth the specific measures that will be 
implemented to meet management objectives. This Management Plan (Plan) replaces the 2002 
Plan in its entirety. All development and resource alteration encompassed in this Plan is subject 
to the granting of all appropriate permits, easements, licenses and required legal instruments. 
Approval of this Plan does not constitute an exemption from complying with all applicable local, 
state or federal regulations. 

This Plan is used in conjunction with the Forestry Stewardship Management Plan (FSMP) 
(Appendix B). It describes the natural and cultural resources of the Greenway, as well as a 
description of existing and proposed uses and facilities. Resource management problems and 
needs are identified and specific management objectives are established. The latter provide 
guidance on the application of such measures as prescribed burning, exotic species removal 
and restoration of natural conditions. The location, land acquisition history, nearby public lands 
and designated water resources and regional significance are discussed in Section I. Section II 
provides an overview of the existing resources on the property while Section III outlines public 
use of the property. Section IV outlines the management strategies, as well as the goals and 
objectives for the general management of the property, including policies, the purpose and 
intended use of the property and overall guiding principles and actions. 

II. NATURAL, CULTURAL and HISTORICAL RESOURCES 

Climate 

Leon County has a mild, moist climate with four distinct seasons, including subtropical summers 
with frequent thunderstorms and 90 days with above 90 degree temperatures annually. 
Winters are often rainy with less sunshine than in summer and occasional below freezing days. 
High winds occur most frequently in late winter and early spring and, with the exception of 
2004's unusual season, full-blown hurricanes directly hit about every 17 years. 

The average temperatures in the Tallahassee urban area, which the MCRG is located within, 
include 51.8° F in January and 82.4° F in July. The Average Annual Precipitation is 63.21 inches.1

Area Physiography 

 

Topography and Geomorphology 

The MCRG is located within the Red Hills Region of Florida, a unique 300,000-acre (515.6 sq. mi) 
area of the southeastern United States overlapping parts of southwestern Georgia and north 
Florida.  

                                                 
1 "Climatography of the United States No. 20 (1971–2000)" (PDF). National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2004. 
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The Red Hills extend from just east of the Aucilla River to the west of the Ochlockonee River 
and from the farmlands near Coolidge, Georgia down to Tallahassee, Florida, where the land 
drops at the Cody Scarp from heights of nearly 300 feet down to 50 to 80 feet above sea level, 
to the Woodville Karst Plain. 

The Red Hills are characterized by rolling hills, ravines and gullies covered by forests and the 
large lakes of Lake Jackson, Lake Iamonia, Lake Miccosukee, Lake Lafayette and Lake Talquin. 
The highest point in the Red Hills is 280 feet (85.3m), 10 miles north of Tallahassee. The soils 
primarily consist of red clay deposited during the last ice age from the Appalachian Mountains. 
Rivers running through the Red Hills Region include the Aucilla River, Ochlockonee River and 
Telogia Creek. The St. Marks River is subterranean until it meets the surface in the Woodville 
Karst Plain. 

Geology2

Leon County sits atop basement rock composed of basalts of the Triassic and Jurassic from 
~251—145 million years ago interlayered with Mesozoic sedimentary rocks. The layers above 
the basement are carbonate rock created from dying foraminifera, bryozoa, mollusks and corals 
from as early as the Paleocene, a period of ~65.5—55.8 Ma. 

 

During the Eocene (~55.8—33.9 Ma) and Oligocene (~33.9—23 Ma), the Appalachian 
Mountains began to uplift and the erosion rate increased enough to fill the Gulf Trough with 
quartz sands, silts and clays via rivers and streams. The first sedimentation layer in Leon County 
is the Oligocene Suwannee Limestone in the southeastern part of the County as stated by the 
United States Geological Survey and Florida Geological Survey. 

The Early Miocene (~23.03—15.7 Ma) sedimentation in Leon County is Hawthorn Group, 
Torreya Formation and St. Marks Formation, found in the northern two-thirds of the County. 
The Pliocene (~5.332—2.588 Ma) is represented by the Miccosukee Formation scattered within 
the Torreya Formation. 

Sediments were laid down from the Pleistocene epoch (~2.588 million—12,000 years ago) 
through Holocene epoch (~12,000—present) and are designated Beach ridge and trail and 
undifferentiated sediments. 

During the Pleistocene, what would be Leon County emerged and submerged with each glacial 
and interglacial period. Interglacials created the topography of Leon as it is known now. 

Soils 

Soil types on the MCRG are listed in Table 2 and exhibited on Maps 6a and 6b. 

  

                                                 
2 Special Publication No. 35, Florida’s Geological History and Geological Resources, Florida Geological Survey, Tallahassee, 1994. 
ISSN 0085-0640. 
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 Table 2: Soil Types. 
 
 
Soil Type 

 
Vegetative 
Community 

 
 

Slope 

 
 

Drainage 

 
 

Site Index3

 
 

Albany 
 
pine/hardwood 

 
0-2% 

 
somewhat poorly drained 

 
80 

 
Blanton 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
moderately well-drained 

 
80 

 
Lucy 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
well-drained 

 
80 

 
Lynchburg 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-2% 

 
somewhat poorly drained 

 
90 

 
Norfolk 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
2-5% and 5-

8% 

 
well-drained 

 
90 

 
Ocilla 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
0-2% 

 
somewhat poorly drained 

 
80 

 
Orangeburg 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
2-5%, 5-8%, 
 and 8-12% 

 
well-drained 

 
90 

 
Pelham 

 
wetland forest 

 
 0-2% 

 
poorly drained 

 
90 

 
Plummer 

 
wetland forest 

 
level 

 
poorly drained 

 
90 

 
Wagram 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
well-drained 

 
80 

 
• Albany loamy fine sand is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soil (0-2% slopes) on 

lower elevations of uplands. The water table reaches 12 to 30 inches below the soil 
surface for 1 to 2 months of the year but the upper soil layers usually have very low 
available water capacity. Albany soil’s natural fertility is low.  

• The Blanton fine sand soil is a nearly level to gently sloping soil on moderately well 
drained uplands. Slopes are 0-5%. It has low natural fertility. 

• Lucy fine sand is a well-drained soil on upland ridges and hillsides. Slopes vary from 0-
5%. Natural fertility is low. 

• Lynchburg fine sandy loam is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soil that is found 
in shallow depressional areas and on broad interstream divides. Slopes range from 0-
2%. Lynchburg soil has a water table that is 6-20 inches below the surface for 1 to 3 
months during spring and winter months in most years. Natural fertility is low.  

• Norfolk loamy fine sand has a 2-5% and 5-8% slope and is well drained. It is a gently 
sloping soil to strongly sloping on uplands. Natural fertility is moderate to moderately 
low on steeper slopes.  

• Ocilla fine sand is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soil on moderately low 
uplands. Ocilla soil has a water table within a depth of 15 to 30 inches for 2 to 6 months. 
Slopes range from 0-2% and are slightly convex. Natural fertility is low.  

                                                 
3 Site Index is defined as the average height of the dominant and co-dominant trees within an even-aged stand of the selected 
species at age 50 years. 
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• Orangeburg fine sandy loam is a well-drained, gently to strongly sloping soil on uplands. 
The slopes of Orangeburg fine sandy loam vary between 2-5%, 5-8% and 8-12%. Natural 
fertility is moderate.  

• Pelham fine sand is a poorly drained nearly level soil on broad flatwoods, in 
depressional areas and in some drainage ways on uplands. Slopes range from 0-2%. The 
water table is within 15 inches of the soil surface for 3-6 months in most years. Natural 
fertility is low.  

• The Plummer fine sand is a poorly drained nearly level soil that is in low areas and 
poorly defined drainage ways. The water table is within 15 inches of the soil surface for 
3-6 months in most years. Natural fertility is low.  

• Wagram loamy fine sand is a well-drained nearly level to gently sloping soil on broad 
upland ridges. Slopes are from 0-5%. Natural fertility is moderately low. 

Water Resources, Hydrology and Water Management 

A hydrological assessment was conducted as part of a Natural Features Inventory (NFI), 
conducted by Helge R. and Russell H. Swanson and Taramati V. Shenoy, published in January 
2000 (Appendix C). Required by local ordinance prior to any development activities, the NFI was 
conducted as part of the City’s permitting process for facilities and certain management 
activities. The NFI inventories and describes in detail various regulated natural features such as 
native and forest types, significant and severe grades, listed species, floodplains, wetlands, 
water features, archaeological or historical sites, karst features, canopy roads (a local 
designation for certain local historical roads subject to additional regulation), wells and closed 
basin watersheds.  

The NFI indicated no permanent water bodies directly within the Greenway. However, there is 
a small intermittent solution depression lake southeast of Dove Pond approximately 1.6 acres in 
size which is normally dry and there also are several small intermittent watercourses, including 
Arvah Branch, which total approximately 1560 linear feet in length. These watercourses are 
normally dry, but drain to the south during significant meteorological events. There are also 
approximately 2.0 acres of wetlands within the Greenway. These comprise an intermittent 
solution depression lake southeast of Dove Pond. Hydrologic features are indicated on Maps 5a, 
5b, and 5c. Sea level rise should not impact the MCRG. 

Dove Pond (also called Welaunee Pond or Lake) is approximately 36 acres in size and the 
receiving water body for the 1200-acre Welaunee closed basin. While not on the MCRG, it is 
located immediately northwest of the Greenway and is surrounded by presently undeveloped 
land. Normally wet, this lake drains south during periods of very high water across the 
Greenway. Dove Pond is a solution depression lake, which is common to northern Leon County. 

Natural Communities 

Much of the Greenway was used for agricultural purposes for several centuries and the original 
farm roads were preserved for trail use. Of the total 501 acres, approximately 359 acres (72%) 
are comprised of upland and bottomland forested areas, two acres (0.4%) are wetlands, with 
the remaining 140 acres (28%) in pasture land, savanna or open fields. 
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The NFI described the habitats within the property boundary (Appendix C). The Forestry 
Stewardship Management Plan (FSMP) describes the existing conditions (Appendix B). In 2011 
the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FFWCC) were contacted to review their data in relation to the property 
(Appendices D–E). 

Forest Resources 

Twenty-one forest “stands,” or discrete management areas (Natural Communities Maps 4a and 
4b), have been identified within the MCRG by the County Forester. These stands, including 
descriptions, acreages and recommendations and guidelines for their management, are listed in 
the FSMP (Appendix B). The original FSMP was created at the same time the original MCRG 
management plan was created and many of its guidelines and recommendations have been 
implemented. The continuing management of the Greenway’s forest resources will continue 
under the guidance of this document, which was updated for the latest edition of this Plan. 

Mineral Resources 

There are no known mineral resources of significant economic value within the Greenway. 

Native Species 

The MCRG is located adjacent to an urban area and adjacent to existing low-density residential 
housing to the south and to a large local “plantation” on the north that has been managed at 
various times under various owners for cattle, timber, crops and game birds (quail) for a 
number of decades. Historically, the Greenway was part of this plantation. The historical 
management of the Greenway created patches of woods in various heterogeneous and 
homogenous stands interspersed with pastures that have either been row-cropped or used for 
hunting or cattle foraging. 

The Greenway provides potential suitable habitat for native wildlife species such as: 

• Northern bobwhite quail 
• White-tailed deer 
• Black bear 
• Red fox 
• Raccoon 
• Eastern gray squirrel 
• Nine-banded armadillo 
• Field mice, rabbits and possum 
• Spiders and other arachnids 
• Venomous and non-venomous snakes 
• Turtles and salamanders 
• Water birds such as ducks and herons, migratory songbirds and predatory birds, 

including Red-shouldered and/or Red-tailed hawks, Cooper’s hawks, Bald eagles and 
Barred owls.  
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Many but not all of these species have been sighted on or near the Greenway. Sightings of 
bobcats have been reported by residents and it is likely that coyotes are also present on the 
Greenway at least occasionally. 

Although Dove Pond is not part of the Greenway, it is worth mentioning that it appears to have 
a small fish population as the result of stocking or high water connectivity during significant 
meteorological events. Expected additional species associated with this water body include 
several centrarchids, Pickerel, minnows, bullfrogs, Pig frogs, Leopard frogs and other common 
species endemic to this region. During the field work required for the NFI, a Banded water 
snake was observed (Appendix C). 

Plant species include a variety of flowering and non-flowering native trees, shrubs, forbs and 
grasses common to the Red Hills Region of North Florida and South Georgia. Tree species 
include: Southern live oak, Water oak, Laurel oak, White oak, Post oak, Black oak and other 
hardwood trees such as American sweetgum, Magnolias, Hickory, Flowering dogwood, Red 
maple and Redbud. Conifers are also abundant with Shortleaf, Loblolly and Longleaf pines.  

Listed Species 

There are a number of listed plant and animal species that occur within Leon County. A 
complete list of rare species and natural communities, including their global and state rank and 
federal, state and occurrence status, is included in the NFI (Appendix C), as well as the FNAI 
report (Appendix D). 

FNAI records indicate several element occurrence records in or near the Greenway. The listed 
species indicated by the FNAI report directly within the Greenway included an element 
occurrence record for Southeastern fox squirrel (Sciurus niger niger). Although this sighting is at 
least two decades old, a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee stated seeing a family of 
these squirrels less than five years ago. The FNAI report also included an element occurrence of 
the Cartwright Mycotrupes beetle (Mycotrupes cartwrighti). Two specimens of the burrowing 
beetle were collected. 

An analysis and listing of state and federally listed species habitat and occurrences provided by 
the FFWCC is included in this Plan as Appendix E. This report stated that, based on the location 
and available habitats of the Greenway, the federally endangered Red-cockaded Woodpecker, 
Bald Eagle and the Gopher Tortoise (warranted for federal listing) may be expected to be found 
on or near the Greenway.  

Invasive Species 

Plants 

Non-native (exotic) invasive plant species identified on the MCRG by County Parks and 
Recreation and Agricultural Extension Service staff includes the following: 

• Camphor tree (Cinnamomum camphora) 
• Chinaberry tree (Melia azederach) 
• Chinese privet shrub/tree (Ligustrum sinense) 
• Chinese tallow tree (Sapium sebiferum) 
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• Coral Ardesia shrub (Ardisia crenata) 
• Japanese climbing fern (Lygodium japonicum) 
• Japanese honeysuckle vine (Lonicera japonica) 
• Kudzu vine (Pueraria montana) 
• Lantana shrub (Lantana camara) 
• Mimosa shrub (Mimosa pigra) 
• Nandina shrub (Nandina domestica) 
• Soda/Sodom apple herbaceous perennial (Solanum viarum) 

Animals 

Solenopsis invicta, known in the United States as the red imported fire ant (or RIFA), is an 
invasive pest in many areas of the world, notably the United States, Australia, the Philippines, 
China and Taiwan. The RIFA was accidentally introduced into the United States aboard a South 
American cargo ship that docked at the port of Mobile, Alabama, in the 1930s, but now infests 
the majority of the Southeastern and Southwestern United States. FIFA have been reported on 
the Greenway in various locations, mostly open fields. There are no other known instances of 
invasive animal species habituated to the Greenway. 

Archaeological, Historical and Cultural Resources 

There are currently no standing historical structures. According to the Florida Division of 
Historical Resources (DHR), the Florida Master Site File (FMSF) lists three recorded sites on or 
intersecting the Greenway (Appendix F). These include the 19th century, Welaunee Plantation 
(LE 5007) Resource Group; the MCRG surrounds the Old Hickory Hill Cemetery at Welaunee 
(LE2910), the earliest marked death date is 1919; and in 2006 a historic ceramics and glass 
surface scatter was recovered from the multi-use trail and recorded (LE5294). In 2007 
Archaeological Consultants, Inc. conducted systematic subsurface testing of LE5294 with 
negative results. Much of the Greenway has been managed for agricultural purposes in the 
past, including cleared pasture, logging and crops.  

There are two undocumented resources both are east of Interstate 10. On the south side of 
Miccosukee Road is an old residential site. The house has long been removed, but a hand-dug 
well and some associated debris remains. The second undocumented resource is a hand-dug 
well it is located on the north side of Miccosukee Road. Both wells have been filled with sand by 
County staff. A wooden fence has been installed around the later of the two wells. 

Two of the recorded sites merit interpretation. The first is the Hickory Hill Cemetery (LE2910), 
located near Dempsey Mayo Road and surrounded by the western section of the Greenway. 
This fenced Cemetery is located on a separate parcel owned by Mount Olive Missionary Baptist 
Church; New Zion and Testerina Primitive Baptist Churches assists with maintenance. Hickory 
Hill Cemetery is the main burial ground for African-American families that lived and worked on 
Welaunee Plantation. Marked graves range from 1919–1947. The second is the Welaunee 
Plantation Resource Group (LE5007). 
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Scenic Resources and Unique Natural Resources 

The Greenway borders six miles of Tallahassee's historic tree canopy along Miccosukee Road in 
Leon County. The protected tree canopy zone, along Miccosukee Road, is preserved by City and 
County ordinances for its historic and scenic significance (Appendix G). 

Much of the Greenway has been managed for agricultural purposes in the past, including 
cleared pasture, logging and crops. Many old farm road segments are currently being 
maintained for use as trails and there is at least one old rural homesite. Part of the original 
purpose for the acquisition of the Greenway was to protect historical and scenic rural vistas 
along Miccosukee Road including canopy road forest tunnels, meadows and pastures and 
forested uplands and wetlands within the Greenway. As the urban area of Tallahassee 
continues to expand and develop, these vistas will become more rare and valuable. 

Unique natural features within the Greenway include a 45.6-acre upland hickory-oak-pine 
forest stand (referred to as Stand 17 or Hickory Hammock) located in the eastern half of the 
MCRG on the south side of Miccosukee Road. This stand and its management are described 
elsewhere in this Plan and in the associated FSMP (Appendix B). No other unique natural 
features, such as coral reefs, natural springs, caverns, large sinkholes, virgin timber stands exist 
on the property. 

Outstanding Native Landscapes 

Because the majority of the area of the Greenway has been in agricultural use for at least a 
century and because of previous logging activities, there are virtually no unaltered flora, fauna 
or geological conditions known to exist on the MCRG. The sole exception is the previously 
described Hickory Hammock. 

III. USE OF PROPERTY and PUBLIC INPUT 

Past and Current Uses 

Various tribes of Native Americans have used this region for hunting and gathering and 
agriculture for the last ten thousand years. Following European settlement, but prior to the Civil 
War, the land on which the Greenway is located was used for production of cotton and 
tobacco. Prior to state ownership, this property was managed as a plantation with timber 
harvesting, livestock grazing and hunting being the main uses. Prescribed fire along with some 
farming operations in the fields have also been major influences on the flora. There are some 
areas that have been allowed to reforest naturally. 

Following the acquisition of the MCRG by the State and its sublease to the County for 
management, the County has received numerous grants for improvements and amenities. 
Improvements have included bridge and boardwalk construction, installation of fencing, trail 
construction and maintenance, trailhead/parking lot construction and restroom construction. 
These existing improvements are listed in Appendix H.  

In addition, the MCRG has been recognized nationally with the National Association of County 
Park and Recreation Officials’ Award for Environmental/Conservation Outstanding 
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Accomplishment, as well as other distinguished designations (e.g. Forest Stewardship, State 
Greenways and Trails System and National Recreation Trail®). 

The County has constructed four trailhead facilities with various improvements and amenities, 
as well as additional improvements throughout the Greenway (Map 2 series). These facilities 
principally include: 

1. Fleischman Road Trailhead:  Located on the east side of Fleischman Road on the west 
end of the MCRG within Sector 1. The 911 address is 2015 Fleischman Road. 

2. Edenfield Road Trailhead:  Located at the intersection of Edenfield Road and 
Miccosukee Road at the eastern edge of Sector 1 and the western edge of Sector 2. The 
911 address is 4500 Miccosukee Road. 

3. Thornton Road Trailhead:  Located at the intersection of Thornton Road and Miccosukee 
Road within Sector 2. The 911 address is 5948 Miccosukee Road. 

4. Crump Road Trailhead:  Located on the west side of Crump Road on the east end of the 
MCRG within Sector 4. The 911 address is 4996 Crump Road. 

There are currently 14.5 miles of maintained multi-use trails on the MCRG. A designated multi-
use trunk trail, approximately 7.5 miles long, extends the length of the Greenway. There are 
several smaller loop-and-parallel trails in various areas of the Greenway. Located along old farm 
roads, the trunk trail is approximately 10 to 12-feet–wide. As of October 2011, approximately 
2.5 miles of this trunk trail had been rebuilt and stabilized by the application of a foundation of 
crushed gravel rock and an overlay of finely-crushed oyster shells, creating a crowned, smooth, 
erosion-resistant trail surface accessible to users with mobility limitations. 

At this time, the majority of the recreational use of the Greenway is concentrated in Sectors 1 
and 2, including the areas accessible from the Edenfield and Thornton Road Trailheads. The 
area accessible from the Edenfield Road Trailhead has a mix of uses, including walking dogs, 
bicycling, hiking, running, kite flying, picnicking and other intermittent day uses. The Thornton 
Road and Crump Road Trailheads are designed for equestrian and oversize vehicle parking.  

The Fleischman Road and Crump Road Trailheads on the western and eastern ends of the 
Greenway, respectively, are experiencing increased use as well. These Trailheads do not 
provide immediate access to any large open fields that the Edenfield and Thornton Road 
Trailheads provide. Use of these Trailheads is currently preferred by hikers, runners, bicyclists 
and equestrians. 

Existing Land Uses 

Land use north of the Greenway is currently vacant, whereas a mix of existing single-family, 
higher density residential developments and vacant land uses are located on the south side of 
the Greenway (Map 7). Adjacent vacant lands are primarily rural in nature, consisting of a mix 
of forested areas and open pastures. 
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Future Land Uses 

The Greenway itself is designated as Recreation/Open Space on the Future Land Use Map 
within the Tallahassee – Leon County Comprehensive Plan. The current land use of the 
Greenway is consistent with this document (Appendix I). 

The north side of the Greenway has a mix of Future Land Use designations, including a large 
area to the northwest designated as Planned Development, a large area designated Rural to the 
east and smaller area designated Suburban in between (Map 8). 

The south side of the Greenway has a mix of Future Land Use designations, including 
Residential Preservation, Planned Development, Urban Residential – 2, Suburban and Rural 
with a Residential Preservation Overlay. 

Two large proposed developments are currently being planned for the now-vacant area north 
of the Greenway currently designated as Planned Development. Because of the intensity of 
adjacent future land use, overtime the Greenway will likely receive increased visitation. The 
future land use does not conflict with the Greenway; the Greenway will likely enhance the 
future developments. The proposed “Canopy Project” is a mixed-use development between 
Centerville Road and the north side of the west end of the Greenway. It is approximately 246 
acres in size. An approved development agreement between the property owner and the COT 
provides that the City will extend Welaunee Boulevard through this property to its eastern 
boundary.  

An adjacent 428-acre parcel to the east of the Canopy Project was purchased from 
Powerhouse, Inc., in 2006, by the COT for the purpose of expanding the City’s electrical 
transmission system. This property has a land use designation of Planned Development and is 
currently being designed by the COT to be a Planned Unit Development. A master stormwater 
plan has been developed for this area and the City’s intentions at this time are to sell this 
property for future development.  

Easements 

There are at least 32 known local government-owned easements and five privately-owned 
easements located on or adjacent to the MCRG. These easements are identified in Table 3 and 
indicated (where previously mapped) on Map 10. 

The Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC owns and operates a natural gas pipeline that 
crosses the Greenway via a private utility easement in the proximity of Edenfield Road.  

There are two access easements. Located near Dempsey Mayo Road, a perpetual access 
easement, known as the “Cemetery Easement,” is for pedestrian ingress and egress to Hickory 
Hill Cemetery from Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church. As Dempsey Mayo Road is 
extended better access will be established.  Another access easement known as the “Church 
Easement” is intended to provide vehicular and pedestrian access between the property owned 
by the Testerina Primitive Baptist Church and the proposed northerly extension of Arendell 
Way (the final location of which has not yet been determined).  

Four recorded road easements for vehicular and pedestrian ingress and egress and 
underground utilities are located within the Greenway in various locations (Maps 9a and 9b). 
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These easements, established in the deed between Powerhouse, Inc. (and their successors) and 
the Trust for Public Land and subsequently, the Trustees (Appendix A), are intended for the 
extension of Edenfield, Arendell and Dempsey Mayo roads north across the Greenway to the 
proposed Welaunee Boulevard extension. The fourth easement is located east of Miles Johnson 
Road, known as the “Shamrock Easement,” it is intended to provide a location for the crossing 
of the easterly extension of Shamrock Road South from Centerville Road to the eastern side of 
the intersection of Interstate 10 with U.S. 90 (Mahan Drive). They are identified in the deed as 
Easements A-1(a), A-1(b), A-1(c) and A-1(d).  These easements have varying widths as 
illustrated in Map 10C. The Shamrock Easement spans a large area at present, but it can be 
considered as a target area within which a final 150-feet-wide road easement will be 
permanently identified, surveyed and recorded. The respective final maximum widths of 
Easements A-1(a), A-1(b), A-1(c) and A-1(d), once surveyed and recorded, will be 224-feet-wide, 
100-feet-wide, 100-feet-wide and 150-feet-wide, respectively. Since the MCRG was acquired by 
the state, Powerhouse, Inc. sold land adjacent to the MCRG; the easements they reserved 
transferred to their successors. 

Table 3: Known Intersecting or Adjacent Easements. 

No. Easement Type4 Easement Number  Book Page Grantee 

1. Access 3894 1476 699 City of Tallahassee 

2. Access 3895 1376 485 City of Tallahassee 

3. Access5   R2175 468 Trust for Public Land 

4. Access6   R2175 469 Trust for Public Land 

5. Conservation* 218 2137 1880 Leon County 

6. Drainage 217 110 493 A City of Tallahassee 

7. Drainage 219 110 493 B City of Tallahassee 

8. Drainage 4146 110 493 C City of Tallahassee 

9. Drainage 268 12 46 Leon County 

10. Drainage 279 1794 1250 Leon County 

11. Drainage 280 1803 2226 City of Tallahassee 

12. Drainage* 8929 1896 1343 Leon County 

13. Drainage* 8930 1896 1346 Leon County 

14. Drainage* 8931 1896 1352 Leon County 

15. Drainage* 8932 1896 1349 Leon County 

16. Drainage* 8933 1896 1358 Leon County 

17. Drainage* 8934 1896 1355 Leon County 

18. Drainage* 10092 2945 2006 Leon County 

19. Drainage* 11257 3450 607 City of Tallahassee 

20. Electric 269 12 46 Leon County 

21. Electric 286 2122 1130 City of Tallahassee 

                                                 
4 Easements adjacent to the Greenway are marked with an asterisk(*). 
5 “Church Easement” to provide vehicular and pedestrian access between the property owned by the Testerina Primitive Baptist 
Church and the proposed northerly extension of Arendell Way. 
6 Allows pedestrian access to the Hickory Hill Cemetery. 
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22. Electric 3891 1376 490 City of Tallahassee 

23. Electric 3908 2122 1130 City of Tallahassee 

24. Electric 4148 2122 1130 City of Tallahassee 

25. Electric 8942 2122 1116 City of Tallahassee 

26. Electric* 11255 3450 627 City of Tallahassee 

27. Electric 11827 3625 1230 City of Tallahassee 

28. Electric* 11849 3630 800 City of Tallahassee 

29. Electric 13632 4095 1510 City of Tallahassee 

30. Natural Gas  240 117 Florida Gas Transmission Company, LLC 

31. Stormwater/Misc.* 14058 4237 650 City of Tallahassee 

32. Utility 3905 1476 699 City of Tallahassee 

33. Utility* 14057 4237 669 City of Tallahassee 

34. Road Easement A-1(a)    TOE2, Inc. 

35. Road Easement A-1(b)    City of Tallahassee 

36. Road Easement A-1(c)    City of Tallahassee 

37. Road Easement A-1(d)    Powerhouse, Inc. 

Use of the Property 

The original Preservation 2000 land acquisition proposal submitted to FDEP by the Trust for 
Public Land in 1997, described the project as a linear park. The Agenda Certificates from the 
February 24, 1998, and March 10, 1998, meetings of the Trustees described the project as a 
greenway (Appendix A). These items both described planned uses including picnicking, hiking, 
biking, equestrian activities, boardwalks, nature trails and interpretative displays. The current 
use of the property is Single Use/Recreation – Multi-Use Trails. Leon County will not develop 
any other uses of the Greenway that would violate the intention of creating a “passive” or 
“resource-based” linear park and greenway (Appendix J). 

Impact Assessment of Planned Uses 

Impacts on the Greenway and its resources and users from its uses will vary. The two major 
impacts experienced to date by users of the Greenway include those from unleashed dogs 
(prohibited use), vehicular traffic entering and leaving parking areas and trail user conflicts. 

The Greenway may present several potential impacts on adjacent properties from existing and 
planned uses. These impacts may include smoke and/or fire from prescribed burning activities 
and noise, other potential nuisances from recreational uses and exposure to wild animals. 
Other expected impacts not directly associated with planned uses include stormwater following 
extreme storm events, either originating within the Greenway or flowing across the Greenway 
from adjacent areas.  

Some impacts on the Greenway from nearby and adjacent neighborhoods and other areas may 
include potential biological nuisances, including feral domestic animals and exotic vegetation 
and increased usage of the Greenway. 

All future facilities will be designed and constructed using best management practices and low 
impact development techniques where applicable and appropriate to avoid impacts to 
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renewable or nonrenewable resources and to mitigate those which cannot be avoided. All 
federal, state and local permit and regulatory requirements will be met in the development of 
all improvements. 

Public Involvement 

Advisory Group 

In accordance with Sec. 259.032(10(b), F.S., the “Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway Citizen's 
Advisory Committee” (CAC) was created to serve as the Management Plan Advisory Group, by 
an enabling Resolution adopted August 17, 2010, by the Leon County Board of County 
Commissioners (BCC). The CAC was to participate in the update and review of the Greenways' 
Management Plan, collect public input and make final recommendations regarding any 
modifications to the Management Plan to the BCC for submittal to the State. The terms of these 
members expire upon completion of the MCRG Management Plan and its acceptance by the 
BCC. The members of the advisory group met 15 times from March 2011 to July 2012 in order 
to provide input to the Management Plan (Appendix K). Significant assistance to the CAC was 
provided by Leigh Davis, Director, Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation. 

The CAC consists of 15 appointed members (listed alphabetically by last name): 

• Akin Akinyemi, Local Elected Official 
• Robin Birdsong, Florida Department of Environmental Protection – Office of Greenways 

and Trails 
• Brian Corbin, Local Private Property Owner 
• Thelma Crump, Local Private Property Owner 
• Brian Desloge, Local Elected Official7

• Julian Dozier, Local Private Property Owner 
 

• Tabitha Frazier, Leon Soil and Water Conservation District 
• Steve Hodges, Tallahassee – Leon County Planning Department (co-managing entity) 
• Zoe Kulakowski, Local Private Property Owner 
• Jay Liles, Local Conservation Organization 
• Rob Lombardo, Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 
• Scott Mitchell, Local Private Property Owner 
• Tony Park, Leon County Department of Public Works (lead land managing agency) 
• Stan Rosenthal, Leon County Agricultural Extension Service (co-managing entity) 
• Chris Vice, Local Private Property Owner 
• Don Whitehead, Local Private Property Owner 

Public Meetings 

All of the 15 meetings of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee were open to the public and 
advertised as such. In addition, a meeting specifically to receive public input was held on July 
19, 2012, at the Buck Lake Elementary School from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. This Plan was included on 

                                                 
7 County Commissioner Desloge was appointed to the CAC by the Leon County Board of County Commissioners on December 
13, 2011, as a replacement for Commissioner Akinyemi. 
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the agenda at the July 12, 2012 and the August 28, 2012 Leon County Board of County 
Commissioner meetings.  

IV. MANAGEMENT ISSUES, GOALS and OBJECTIVES 

Central to the management of the property is the mission of OGT, which administers the land 
acquisition program through which the MCRG was acquired. Management responsibilities are 
designated in the sublease agreement between OGT and Leon County. The goals and objectives 
are consistent with Florida’s land conservation, management and access goals. The primary 
purpose of the acquisition of the MCRG, to provide protection for the historical vistas and to 
provide open space and recreational trails in an area of the County that will become more 
urbanized in the future, remains central the management of the property. The desired outcome 
and overall goal of the management of the MRCG is to continue working with partners to 
improve and expand recreational, educational and cultural opportunities, to protect and 
restore the integrity of natural and cultural resources within the property boundary, to expand 
healthy transportation alternatives and to connect people and communities while enhancing 
economic development in the Capital Region.  

The goals and objectives presented herein are intended to guide the protection, enhancement, 
maintenance and education of public uses of the Greenway. Implementation of these goals and 
objectives will be accomplished as funding resources become available. The Plan serves as the 
basic statement of policy and future direction for the management unit and will serve as the 
basis for developing work plans. This ten-year Plan is based on conditions that exist at the time 
it was developed. Work plans provide the flexibility needed to adapt to future conditions as 
changes occur during the ten year management planning cycle. As work plans are implemented 
through the ten-year cycle, it may become necessary to adjust the Plan’s priority schedules and 
cost estimates to reflect these changing conditions.  

Goals, Objectives and Activities 

Pursuant to Section 253.034(5)(b), F.S., each management plan shall describe both short term 
and long term management goals and include measurable objectives to achieve those 
goals. The goals and objectives are described below. Also included are specific activities 
necessary to accomplish each objective. Objectives are typically identified as either short-term 
(two years) or long-term (ten years). Together, these common goals and “core” objectives are 
to be included in every management plan; even if particular goals/objectives are simply 
identified as “Not Applicable” for certain management units. Over the course of the ten-year 
planning horizon, objectives are accomplished through a series of customized activities also 
enumerated in the management plan. Some of the common goals and core objectives are not 
applicable to the MCRG, but all are addressed in this section. Management goals and objectives 
will be measured through a comparison of target values versus the actual accomplishments 
every two years in the Biennial Land Management Operational Report to the Land Management 
Uniform Accounting Council.  
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The statutory requirements of Section 253.034(5)(c) 4, F.S., calls for a summarization of the 
budget to be provided using the Goals, Objectives and Activities categories. The statutory 
requirement of Section 253.034(5)(c) 5, F.S., requires that a budget be provided based on the 
LMUAC categories for land management activities (Appendix L). 

Habitat Restoration and Improvement 

Goal 1:  Improve natural communities and natural habitat. 

Objective 1.1 [Core]:  Prescribe burn 40 acres per year.  

Activity 1.1.1:  Utilize prescribed burning in appropriate upland areas as a management tool as 
prescribed by the FSMP and as approved by the County Forester. [2012-2022] 

Objective 1.2 [Core]:  Maintain 200 acres per year within target fire return interval.  

Activity 1.2.1:  Remove/thin overgrown understory vegetation and/or undesirable successional 
species where necessary as prescribed by the FSMP and as approved by the 
County Forester. [2012-2022] 

Objective 1.3 [Core]:  Conduct habitat/natural community improvement on 350 acres.  

Activity 1.3.1:  Implement management guidelines and recommendations as prescribed by the 
FSMP and as approved by the County Forester. [2012-2022] 

Activity 1.3.2:  Conduct wildlife surveys on a regular basis. [2012-2022] 
Activity 1.3.3:  Remove/thin overgrown understory vegetation and/or undesirable successional 

species where necessary. [2012-2022] 
Activity 1.3.4:  Revegetate areas where necessary, including those prone to erosion from 

natural or manmade activities, with native tree, shrub and/or groundcover 
species. [2012-2022] 

Activity 1.3.5:  Plant visual buffers utilizing native plants where necessary to shield undesirable 
vistas. [2012-2022] 

Activity 1.3.6:  Establish an area for herbaceous plants, shrubs or trees intended to attract 
native birds and butterflies. [2017-2022] 

Activity 1.3.7:  Continue established planting and mowing strategy on fields currently being 
utilized for game and non-game wildlife food plots. [2012-2022] 

Activity 1.3.8:  Monitor the progress of wildlife habitat restoration efforts to evaluate project 
success and determine additional management activities needed. [2012-2022] 

Activity 1.3.9:  Coordinate with adjacent landowners to enhance natural communities. [2012-
2022] 

Activity 1.3.10:Monitor the health of timber for adverse conditions and treat infestations as 
necessary, which may include commercial harvesting. [2012-2022] 

Objective 1.4 [Core]:  Conduct habitat/natural community restoration on zero (0) acres to 
reclaim the ecological function of the natural communities.  

Not applicable (refer to Objective 1.3). The Greenway in its entirety has been disturbed at 
various times and habitat/natural community restoration, while a product of prescriptive fire, is 
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not a core objective. The objective of managing habitat/natural communities within the 
timeframe of this Plan is improvement, not restoration. 

Objective 1.5 [Core]:  Conduct timber harvest (mechanical thinning of stands) for the purpose 
of habitat restoration on zero (0) acres.  

Activity 1.5.1: Monitor the health of timber for adverse conditions and treat infestations as 
necessary, which may include timber harvesting as necessary under the guidance of the Forest 
Stewardship Plan. [2012-2022] 

Public Access and Recreational Opportunities 

Goal 2:   Provide public access and passive/resource-based recreational opportunities. 

Objective 2.1 [Core]:  Maintain existing public uses, access and recreational facilities to 
provide for a daily carrying capacity of 2,000 visitors/day.  

Activity 2.1.1:  Maintain existing trails, trailhead facilities and other improvements and 
amenities. [2012-2022] 

Activity 2.1.2:  Enforce prohibited uses and activities and other local and state laws in 
cooperation with local or state law enforcement authorities. [2012-2022] 

Objective 2.2 [Core]:  Develop additional/improve existing public access and recreational 
opportunities to allow for a daily carrying capacity of 2,000 visitors/day.  

Activity 2.2.1:  Monitor visitation rates at public access locations along the Greenway. [2012-
2022] 

Activity 2.2.2:  Develop design, access, construction and maintenance criteria for existing and 
new maintained trails. [2014-2016] 

Activity 2.2.3:  Encourage and support fee or less than fee simple acquisition of additional 
adjacent conservation areas with public access rights as they may become 
available. [2012-2022] 

Activity 2.2.4: Increase non-vehicular connectivity to the Greenway from adjacent greenways, 
parks and residential areas, consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon County 
Greenways Master Plan, the Regional Mobility Plan, the statewide Greenways 
and Trails Plan, Florida Administrative Code, Leon County Policy Number 10-1, 
Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities, and other related plans, policies 
and codes. [2012-2022] 

Objective 2.3 [Core]:  Continue to provide three (3) interpretive/education programs.  

Activity 2.3.1:  Continue to provide trailhead kiosks at the Edenfield Road and Thornton Road 
Trailheads and information signs at the Hickory Hammock describing significant 
environmental, historical or other related features. [2012-2022] 

Objective 2.4 [Core]:  Develop six (6) new interpretive/education programs.  

Activity 2.4.1:  Conduct an annual public event at the MCRG. [2013-2022] 
Activity 2.4.2:  Work with the County’s Public Information Office and public and/or tourist 

information organizations to promote awareness of the County’s greenways and 
parks system, to educate users and citizens about its management, allowed uses 
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and rules and to encourage the use of greenways as a public health benefit. 
[2012-2022] 

Activity 2.4.3:  Partner with local community leaders, civic organizations and businesses to 
promote greenway activities in accordance with Leon County Policy Number 06-
1, Use and Scheduling of Parks and Recreation Facilities. [2012-2022] 

Activity 2.4.4: Coordinate with the County’s Public Information Office and the Cooperative 
Extension Service to provide public education on the use and impacts of exotic 
invasive plant species. [2012-2022] 

Activity 2.4.5: Provide information kiosks at the Fleischman Road and Crump Road Trailheads. 
[2015-2017] 

Hydrological Preservation and Restoration 

Goal 3:  Protect, restore and maintain existing natural hydrological features and functions. 

Objective 3.1 [Core]:  Identify potential hydrology restoration needs.8

Activity 3.1.1:  Review and update as necessary the existing site assessment to identify potential 
hydrology restoration needs on the Greenway.

 

9

Objective 3.2 [Core]:  Restore natural hydrological condition and functions as determined by 
site assessment in Objective 3.1.  

 

Activity 3.2.1:  Continue to protect wetlands and floodways on the Greenway. [2012-2022] 
Activity 3.2.2:  Coordinate with other agencies to monitor water quantity and quality on the 

Greenway. [2012-2022] 
Activity 3.2.3:  Coordinate with other departments and agencies to address cross-Greenway 

flooding and its downstream impacts on developed areas. [2012-2022] 
Activity 3.2.4: Coordinate with other departments and agencies to protect and monitor 

ecological health of Dove Pond. [2012-2022] 

Sustainable Forest Management 

Goal 4:  Manage timber resources for sustainability and implement best forest management 
practices. 

Objective 4.1 [Core]:  Continue ongoing prescribed burning, restoration and reforestation and 
other timber stand improvement activities and goals. 

Activity 4.1.1: Continue implementation of the updated Forest Stewardship Management Plan. 
[2012-2022] 

Objective 4.2 [Core]:  Maintain the existing process of conducting stand descriptions and 
create a GIS-based forest inventory, utilizing the current forest inventory and including all 
known physical, wildlife and cultural and archaeological features. 

                                                 
8 A site assessment of water features was conducted as part of a Natural Features Inventory for the MCRG published in January 
2000. 
9 To be determined as part of a master stormwater plan required prior to anticipated development in the contributing 
watershed north of the Greenway. 
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Activity 4.2.1:  Update a GIS-based inventory of forest resources every five years. [2014 and 
2019] 

Activity 4.2.2:  Partner with other agencies to assess, monitor and manage forested and other 
areas of the MCRG. [2012-2022] 

Activity 4.2.3:  Conduct annual inventory on 350 forested acres. [2012-2022] 

Exotic and Invasive Species Maintenance and Control 

Goal 5:  Manage exotic and invasive plant and animal species and conduct needed maintenance 
and control activities. 

Objective 5.1:  Determine total acres infested by exotic invasive plant species.  

Activity 5.1.1:  Assess and monitor exotic invasive plant species, especially during the growing 
season, to evaluate the efficacy of control efforts and to identify subsequent 
needs. [2012-2022] 

Objective 5.2 [Core]:  Annually treat 25 acres of exotic invasive plant species as defined by 
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FEPPC) Category I and Category II invasive exotic plant 
species. 

Activity 5.2.1:  Remove exotic invasive plant species as necessary and appropriate. [2012-2022] 
Activity 5.2.2:  Spot-treat (mechanical/chemical treatments) FEPPC Category I and Category II 

exotic invasive plant species as needed. Facilitate removal of young plants during 
the growing season to maximize the benefit of eliminating plants prior to the 
production of fruits and seeds. [2012-2022] 

Activity 5.2.3:  Establish a regular exotic invasive plant species removal public event. [2014-
2022] 

Activity 5.2.4:  Maintain records of exotic invasive plant species occurrences and any 
management or corrective actions. [2012-2022] 

Objective 5.3 [Core]:  Determine total number of individual species of exotic invasive/ 
nuisance animal species known to occur within the management unit. 

Activity 5.3.1:  Assess and monitor exotic invasive animal species, especially during the growing 
season, to evaluate the efficacy of control efforts and to identify subsequent 
needs. [2012-2022] 

Objective 5.4 [Core]:  Implement control measures on exotic invasive/nuisance animal 
species as determined by assessment in Objective 5.3. 

Activity 5.4.1:  Monitor Greenway for presence of exotic invasive/nuisance animal species. 
[2012-2022] 

Activity 5.4.2:  Maintain records of total annual number of exotic invasive/nuisance animal 
species and employ at least one control method per species. [2012-2022] 

Activity 5.4.3:  Continue to consult Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC) 
for the recommended management, including removal, of exotic 
invasive/nuisance animal species found on the Greenway. [2012-2022] 
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Activity 5.4.4:  Work with neighborhood associations to communicate need to ensure that 
domesticated dogs are secured on homeowner’s property or on a hand-held 
leash when they are on the Greenway. [2012-2022] 

Activity 5.4.5:  Maintain records of nuisance animal species occurrences and any management 
or corrective actions. [2012-2022] 

Capital Facilities and Infrastructure 

Goal 6:  Maintain the Greenway as a linear park supporting passive/resource-based recreation 
and a multi-use trail corridor with historical vistas while providing public access and amenities 
and protecting cultural and natural resources. 

Objective 6.1 [Core]:  Maintain four (4) existing facilities, zero (0) miles of existing roads and 
14.5 miles of existing multi-use trails.10

Activity 6.1.1:  Monitor and maintain 14.5 miles of existing multi-use trail for visitor impacts. 
[2012-2022] 

 

Activity 6.1.2:  Maintain facilities for visitor impacts. [2012-2022] 
Activity 6.1.3:  Maintain all trails for environmental impacts and potential safety issues, 

including mowing, stabilization and repairs. [2012-2022] 
Activity 6.1.4:  Maintain site security and provide enforcement of all existing applicable 

ordinances and policies addressing County parks and greenways and all activities 
thereupon. [2012-2022] 

Objective 6.2 [Core]:  Construct zero (0) new facilities, zero (0) miles of new roads and one (1) 
mile of new trail. 

Activity 6.2.1: Coordinate with established user groups, developers, neighborhoods and local 
government as adjacent new development or redevelopment is proposed and 
implemented so as to determine potential uses, impacts and need for new or 
expanded facilities and/or trail connectors. [2012-2022] 

Activity 6.2.2:  Determine available land and fiscal resources necessary to meet expressed 
needs and required maintenance. [2012-2022] 

Activity 6.2.3:  Provide new facilities and trails based on allowable space, impact on vistas and 
natural features and available funding. [2012-2022] 

Objective 6.3 [Core]: Improve or repair four (4) existing facilities, zero (0) miles of existing 
roads and 14.5 miles of existing trails. 

Activity 6.3.1:  Improve or repair Fleischman, Edenfield, Thornton and Crump Road Trailheads. 
[2012-2022] 

Activity 6.3.2:  Improve or repair maintained multi-use trail system. [2012-2022] 
Activity 6.3.3:  Install location, directional and mileage markers and other identifying signage on 

all trails. [2014-2016] 
Activity 6.3.4: Install interpretative signage for selected cultural and natural features. [2016-

2018] 

                                                 
10 For the purposes of this Management Plan, the term “facility” refers to trailheads, including parking areas and amenities such 
as water sources, restrooms, or other features. 
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Activity 6.3.5:  Any new trails or connectors will conform to existing design criteria. [2012-2022] 

Cultural and Historical Resources 

Goal 7:  Preserve and protect all archaeological, cultural and historic sites/resources located on 
the MCRG. 

Objective 7.1 [Core]:  Ensure that all known archaeological and historical sites/resources are 
recorded with the Florida Division of Historical Resources (DHR), Florida Master Site File 
(FMSF). There are three (3) recorded sites and two (2) unrecorded sites. 

Activity 7.1.1:  Report two unrecorded/known sites to the FMSF. [2013-2015] 

Activity 7.1.2: Report any newly discovered/previously unknown sites to the FMSF. [2012-2022] 

Objective 7.2 [Core]:  Ensure all known sites are monitored and send updates to FMSF as 
needed. There are five (5) known sites.  

Activity 7.2.1:  Ensure that trail manager has participated in the Archaeological Resources 
Monitoring (ARM) Training for state land managers. [2012-2014] 

Activity 7.2.2:  Send updates on known sites to the FMSF as necessary. [2012-2022] 

Objective 7.3 [Core]: Ensure all recorded sites in the baseline report are in good condition. 

Activity 7.3.1:  Determine level of protection necessary to protect all known archaeological and 
historical sites/resources (e.g., in situ, stabilization, excavation, etc.). [2012-
2022] 

Imperiled Species11

Goal 8:  Protect all habitats and occurrences for all known or possible imperiled species. 

 Habitat Maintenance, Enhancement, Restoration or Population Restoration 

Objective 8.1 [Core]:  Maintain existing baseline imperiled species occurrence inventory list.  

Activity 8.1.1:  Continue coordinating with Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) and the 
FFWCC to maintain an accurate inventory list. [2012-2022] 

Objective 8.2 [Core]:  Develop monitoring protocols for two (2) imperiled species and their 
habitat. 

Activity 8.2.1:  Develop monitoring protocols for imperiled species and their habitats if 
discovered on the Greenway. [2013-2015] 

Activity 8.2.2:  Educate management staff and public of presence of non-data sensitive 
imperiled species as necessary to presence of and monitoring for imperiled 
species. [2013-2015] 

Objective 8.3 [Core]:  Implement monitoring protocols for two (2) imperiled species. 

Activity 8.3.1:  Report all known occurrences to FNAI. [2012-2022] 

                                                 
11 For the purposes of this Management Plan, the term “Imperiled Species” refers to plant and animal species that are 
designated as Endangered, Threatened, or a Species of Special Concern by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, or that are designated as Endangered or Threatened by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. This designation is also 
commonly known as “listed species.” 



 

 24 

Activity 8.3.2: Continue to coordinate with the FFWCC to monitor and improve imperiled 
species and their habitats. [2012-2022] 

Management Authority 

By virtue of the 50-year (2001-2050) sublease agreement number 4259-01, between OGT and 
Leon County, the Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation will manage and maintain the 
Greenway. Volunteer assistance is provided by the Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road 
Greenway. Management plans will be developed with the assistance of the Leon County 
Extension Service for forestry, wildlife and agricultural resources (grasslands), aided by the 
Division of Parks, Tallahassee – Leon County Planning Department and other agencies as 
necessary. The County will work with OGT and other federal, state and local partners to assure 
that management is in compliance with the approved Management Plan. 

Defending Title 

The sublease compels the County to defend the Trustees’ property against any potential liens 
or encumbrances. As the time of the acquisition, multiple encumbrances were known to the 
Trustees. None of the encumbrances, noted in the Deed (Appendix A), were deemed as an 
impediment to the establishment and use of the property as a greenway with a recreational 
trail system. Encumbrances since the acquisition have been reviewed by the FDEP’s Division of 
State Lands, the Acquisition and Restoration Council and approved by the Trustees.  

There are currently no known encroachments on the MCRG. Portions of the Greenway 
boundary is fenced and further identified through signage and protected from encroachment 
by use of vegetation, natural barriers or additional fencing if necessary. If any encroachment 
problems arise in the future, a letter will be sent to the violator to resolve the encroachment 
problem. If the encroachment problem is not resolved by the violator, the Leon County Code 
Enforcement Board will be notified to initiate enforcement, which may include issuing fines to 
the violator. 

Role of the Office of Greenways and Trails 

OGT is Leon County’s liaison to the State. To coordinate FDEP review, Leon County will provide 
OGT with all proposed construction plans, third party agreements for easements, concession 
agreements or other actions affecting the MCRG. Leon County will also provide OGT with data 
for inclusion in reports to the Land Management Uniform Accounting Council. 

Development 

Proposed Improvements 

Trails 

At this time, there are no specific detailed plans to construct any new trails on the MCRG. 
Instead, the County has been and will continue to stabilize the trunk trail based on impacts, 
degree of use and available funding. 

Due to erosion and the necessity of providing access to disabled users, sections of the trunk 
trail originally a dirt farm road prone to erosion and root damage from various users, is being 
stabilized by the application of a foundation of crushed gravel rock and an overlay of finely 
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crushed oyster shells in order to create a crowned, smooth, “stone dust” trail surface accessible 
to disabled users and resistant to wear and erosion. This stabilization is intended to be 
completed within the footprint of the existing trail and without the unnecessary removal of any 
trees or other vegetation. 

Specific planned improvements to the trail system include (Map 2): 

• Sector 1:  The trunk trail between the Edenfield Road and the Fleischman Road 
Trailheads will be stabilized in the future to address erosion issues, based on need and 
available funding. However, this portion of the Greenway will remain natural as long as 
possible, including limiting the construction/stabilization of new trails and the 
stabilization of existing trails. Once stabilization is warranted, the southernmost 
segment of the trunk trail in this sector will be stabilized. 

• Sector 2:  With funding from Leon County and the Recreational Trails Program, the 
segment of the trunk trail between the Edenfield Road Trailhead and the Thornton Road 
Trailhead has been stabilized. Also with funding from Leon County and the Recreational 
Trails Program, the stabilization of the segment of the trunk trail from the Thornton 
Road Trailhead to the Miles Johnson Road crossing is underway. No other trail 
improvements are planned in this sector. 

• Sector 3:  In a portion of Sector 3, the stabilization of the trunk trail, between Miles 
Johnson Road and Welaunee Road eastward, will be along the existing trail located 
closest to Miccosukee Road. 

• Sector 4:  No other trail improvements are planned in this sector, as the trunk trail from 
the Argyle Lane crossing to the Crump Road Trailhead has already been stabilized. 

The County will connect the existing trail system to any new multi-use trails leading to/or from 
the Greenway as a part of a permitted roadway or adjacent public-access open space area. The 
County will reconnect or reroute existing trails interrupted by any new roads or Greenway-
related improvements. Any existing or proposed encumbrances and easements will be 
coordinated according to the policies and procedures established for Trustee’s lands.  

Leon County will work to complete construction of the improvements identified in this Plan by 
2022. Funds will be identified in the annual Leon County budget as allocated by the Board of 
County Commissioners. These funds may also be used as a match for other grant funding 
sources. 

Trailhead Facilities 

Leon County has constructed four trailhead facilities with varying improvement and amenities, 
as well as additional improvements throughout the Greenway.12

1. Fleischman Road Trailhead:  (Sector 1) Planned improvements to the facility include the 
installation of a potable water source and an information kiosk. 

 These improvements are listed 
in Appendix H. The facilities and their planned improvements (west to east) include: 

                                                 
12 For the purposes of this Management Plan, the term “facility” refers to trailheads, including parking areas and amenities such 
as water sources, restrooms, or other features. 
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2. Edenfield Road Trailhead:  (Sectors 1–2) No additional planned improvements are 
scheduled for this facility at this time. 

3. Thornton Road Trailhead:  (Sector 2) Although there are no planned improvements 
scheduled for this facility at this time, there may be extensive renovations within the 
planning horizon of this management plan, depending on the ultimate route and 
construction timeline for nearby roadway extensions and the status of the Arendell Way 
roadway easement. 

4. Crump Road Trailhead:  (Sector 4) Planned improvements for this facility include a 
potable water source, an information kiosk and a more clearly defined parking area.  

An education pavilion is contemplated at one of the trailheads in the future, likely either 
Edenfield Road or Thornton Road Trailhead, but it is not currently scheduled as a capital 
improvement. There are no plans to construct additional trailheads on the Greenway.  

Trail and Roadway Crossings 

The trunk trails crosses Miccosukee Road at two locations. One is approximately 700 feet east 
of the intersection of Miccosukee Road and Miles Johnson Road. The other is approximately 
1,300 feet west of the intersection of Miccosukee Road and Argyle Road. Both roadway 
crossings are well-marked, with stamped and painted pavement markings, roadway and trail 
signage to alert drivers and trail users, post and beam fencing to manage access and removable 
bollards to prevent unauthorized vehicles from entering the trunk trail. These crossings and 
their improvements will be maintained for the duration of the Plan. 

As previously discussed in this Plan, four easements that allow (future) roadway crossings of the 
Greenway (Maps 9a–9b) were known to the Trustees’ when the MCRG was acquired. Three of 
the easements are for future road extensions north across the MCRG to the proposed 
Welaunee Boulevard Extension. They include extensions near the existing termini of Edenfield, 
Arendell and Dempsey Mayo Roads. The fourth easement is located in Sector 3, east of 
Interstate 10. It is intended for a southeast extension of Shamrock Road which will cross the 
easternmost section of the MCRG, south of Miccosukee Road and connect near the existing 
Miles Johnson Road. As stipulated by the Deed, development of these future crossing will be 
done in coordination with management and the State. 

The County will coordinate with established user groups, developers, neighborhoods and local 
governments as any new development or redevelopment is proposed and implemented near or 
adjacent to the MCRG. This coordination will help to determine potential uses, impacts and the 
need for new or expanded easements, facilities and/or trail connectors. The County will 
coordinate with all parties involved in the design and construction of any road crossings so as to 
create trail segments along these roads. These trail segments will be provided parallel to/or in 
lieu of paved sidewalks along any new road segments intersecting the Greenway. 

The County will also coordinate with the COT, the Tallahassee - Leon County Canopy Roads 
Citizens Committee, the Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway and other user 
groups, neighborhood associations and affected landowners to ensure that any new bicycle and 
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pedestrian facilities associated with the design and construction of any proposed roadway(s) 
minimize their environmental impacts and ensure the safety of trail users. 

Stormwater 

Accumulations of stormwater occur naturally on an intermittent basis within basins and 
watersheds in the vicinity of Edenfield Road and Interstate 10 (Arvah Branch) and this 
stormwater flows south across the Greenway in several places. In 1994, 2000 and 2001, several 
storm events flooded an area of the Greenway from Dove Pond south to Miccosukee Road, 
affecting several subdivisions downstream of the Greenway. In 1994, stormwater from several 
significant storm events drained across and south of the Greenway into several residential 
areas south of Miccosukee Road, including the Lafayette Oaks subdivision, where 13 homes 
were damaged and many more were indirectly affected. Leon County Public Works built a 
temporary berm, under emergency rule, to mitigate this flooding and subsequently completed 
the Pedrick Pond stormwater facility to further mitigate residential flooding. In 2010, the 
Northwest Water Management District received an application for the Management and 
Storage of Surface Water Permits on privately owned lands adjacent to the MCRG. As proposed, 
the applicant proposes to construct a dam to impound water in an existing wetland for a 
stormwater facility. The impoundment, near Dove Pond, will be approximately 46 acres in size 
and will be approximately 26 feet high. The hydrology of the area flows toward Pedrick Pond, 
and continues to Lake Alford and Lake Lafayette. 

The County will continue to coordinate with adjacent property owners and developers, as well 
as the COT and state agencies, to address stormwater issues affecting the Greenway and 
downstream property owners. This includes monitoring the enforcement of master stormwater 
management plans developed for areas north of the Greenway. 

Visitor Carrying Capacity Guidelines  

The methodology employed for the visitor carrying capacity calculation, indicated in Goal 2, is a 
long established technique developed and used by the FDEP Division of Recreation and 
Parks. Known as the “Visitor Carrying Capacity Guidelines,” this methodology considers each 
type of recreation activity commonly allowed on park properties then suggests standardized 
multipliers for these activities based on area requirements, visitors per group, and turnover 
rate per day. The carry capacities per activity are then combined for a property-wide overall 
daily carrying capacity. Of the various trail-related activities (hiking, bicycling, equestrian), only 
the highest-capacity activity is added to the other non-trail activities (e.g. picnicking) for the 
overall number. This is because the capacity for each trail-related activity is calculated as if that 
activity were the only activity occurring on the trails all day.  

Easements 

All existing and proposed encumbrances and easements will be coordinated according to the 
policies and procedures established for State of Florida Board of Trustees’ lands and as 
applicable, Leon County Policy Number 10-1, “Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities” 
(Appendix M). Any application to use state land which would result in significant adverse 
impact to state lands or associated resources shall not be approved unless the applicant 
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demonstrates there is no other alternative and proposes compensation or mitigation 
acceptable to the Trustees, pursuant to paragraph 18-2.018(2)(i), F.A.C. 

Any requested use of state land which has been acquired for a specific purpose, such as 
conservation and recreation lands, shall be consistent with the original specified purpose for 
acquiring such land pursuant to paragraph 18-2.018(2)(c), F.A.C. Applicants applying for an 
easement across state land which is managed for the conservation and protection of natural 
resources shall be required to provide a net positive benefit as defined in subsection 18-
2.017(38), F.A.C. 

Potential Surplus Lands 

Presently, there are no potential surplus lands associated with the Greenway. 

Prospective Land Acquisitions 

If there is an opportunity to expand the boundaries of the Greenway to protect the canopy of 
Miccosukee Road, protect the associated scenic views and vistas and/or to make the 
management of MCRG more efficient by limiting boundary changes, then the County should 
explore such opportunities. Of particular interest, a four-acre parcel at the easternmost end of 
the Greenway has been targeted for potential acquisition. Bordered by the MCRG on three 
sides, it has frontage on Crump Road. This and any other area would be preferably acquired fee 
simple or through conservation easements by the State that would allow public access and 
management by Leon County. 

Partnerships and Regional Coordination 

As described elsewhere in this Plan, the MCRG is a regionally significant linear park and 
greenway. The County is coordinating with multiple partners, including the COT, the OGT, the 
Capital Regional Transportation Planning Agency (CRTPA), the Tallahassee – Leon County 
Canopy Roads Citizens Committee, the Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway and 
others to facilitate a connected system of greenways and trails. The MCRG is a unit of the 
regional trails system and is identified as a Land Opportunity Corridor connection within the 
2012 draft Florida Greenways and Trails System Plan. The County is coordinating with the 
Tourist Development Council to collect data on the economic impact of the greenways and to 
market the trails. The Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation will continue working with 
the County Forester and the Leon County Agricultural Extension Service to implement the 
guidelines in the FSMP (Appendix B), as well as with state agencies for input on managing and 
conserving historical, archaeological, natural and recreational resources. 

Compliance with State and Local Government Requirements 

This Plan is submitted for review to the Trustees through the FDEP, Division of State Lands 
(DSL). It is intended to comply with terms of Sublease #4259-01 between Leon County and OGT 
as governed by Chapters 253, 259 and 260, F.S. and Chapters 62S-1, 18-2 and 18-23, F.A.C. The 
format and content of this Plan are also in accordance with the State’s Acquisition and 
Restoration Council (ARC) recommendations for management plans and the model plans 
provided by the staff of DSL. Planned uses of the MCRG will comply with the State Lands 
Management Plan, Guidelines and Activities. Pursuant to Chapter 267, F.S., any ground-
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disturbing activities will be coordinated with the Division of Historical Resources. As mandated 
by Section 259.032(11)(d), F.S., the managing agency will use the proceeds of any timber sales 
to pay for management activities. As mandated by Section 259.037, F.S., the MCRG is included 
in reports to the Land Management Uniform Accounting Council. Leon County will consider the 
findings and recommendations of the Land Management review team when updating this Plan. 

The State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan guides the development of a diverse, 
balanced, statewide outdoor recreation system toward meeting current and future needs. It 
provides the framework for a statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation planning and 
implementation process. Trails and greenways are fundamental components of Florida’s 
outdoor recreation and transportation systems. This Plan is in compliance with SCORP by 
providing “resource-based” outdoor recreation and by enhancing an environmentally degraded 
area to a more functional condition through exotic species control and maintenance. 

Approval of this Plan does not constitute an exemption from complying with the rules and 
regulations of the appropriate local, state or federal agencies. All development and resource 
alteration encompassed in this Plan is subject to the granting of appropriate permits, 
easements, licenses and/or other required legal instruments.  

This Plan and the use of this property as a linear park and greenway is in compliance with and is 
consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon County Comprehensive Plan (Appendix I). This Plan and 
use of this property is also consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways Master 
Plan, adopted by the COT and Leon County in 2004. The Tallahassee – Leon County Greenways 
Master Plan is intended to guide the identification, acquisition, development and management 
of greenways within Leon County. Future connections to the MCRG will be incompliance with 
Leon County Policy Number 10-1, Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities (Appendix M). 
Special events will comply with Leon County Policy Number 06-1, Use and Scheduling of Parks 
and Recreation Facilities (Appendix N). 

On‐going Research and Monitoring 

Monitoring the conditions of the MCRG is ongoing, as is research and implementation of 
resource-based recreational and natural resource management practices and standards. 
Management will continue to coordinate with the Leon County Agricultural Extension Service 
and the FFWCC to monitor and protect species and to enhance their habitat for sustainability of 
species. Management will continue to coordinate with the DHR regarding archaeological, 
historical and cultural resources. Management will continue coordinating with FDEP regarding 
all aspects of management, including research and monitoring, of natural resources upon the 
Greenway. 

Resource Management and Protection 

Soil Management 

Soil resources within the Greenway will be protected by: (1) conservation and active 
management of existing forest and other vegetative communities within the guidelines of the 
MCRG Forest Stewardship Management Plan; (2) limiting development within the Greenway to 
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passive recreational facilities (Appendix J); and (3) strict adherence to all permit requirements 
during construction of any facilities. 

Management activities will follow generally accepted best management practices to prevent 
soil erosion and conserve soil and water resources on site and all development and/or 
improvement projects will also be duly permitted. Prior to future construction projects, erosion 
and sedimentation control features will be installed, as required, by Leon County’s 
development ordinances to prevent sediments from moving beyond the project limits. These 
measures will include at a minimum the installation and use of silt fences and/or hay bales 
where necessary. These controls will be monitored and remain in place until permanent 
vegetative cover is established.  

All severe and significant grades will be protected from intensive development by placement of 
these features into conservation easements as required by Leon County’s development 
ordinances.  

Hydrology/Water Management 

Surface water management is regulated by the COT and Leon County, with additional planning 
and regulatory oversight provided by the Northwest Florida Water Management District and 
FDEP. The existing hydrological site assessment will be reviewed and updated to identify 
potential hydrological restoration needs on the Greenway. 

Future construction projects will meet all federal, state and local permit and regulatory 
requirements. As indicated for soils, erosion controls are required for all significant construction 
activities. The use of these erosion controls will help prevent soil from being eroded into water 
bodies or water courses within the Greenway. 

Natural Communities Management 

The FSMP was prepared for the Greenway by staff from the University of Florida/Leon County 
Cooperative Extension Service and the FFWCC and is being implemented (Appendix B). The 
FSMP includes a complete description of existing natural resources, including natural 
communities and exotics, Best Management Practices (BMPs) and schedules for protecting and 
enhancing these communities. The 45.6-acre upland hickory-oak-pine forest (Stand 17) is 
unique and the most intact natural community within the property boundary; protection and 
enhancement of Stand 17 will continue to be a management priority. Educational signage 
identifies the area. Management activities will continue to balance the public’s access and 
enhance their understanding of the resources while monitoring and improving the resources.  

The existing flora and fauna of the site is mostly the result of previous land uses and land 
management activities (agriculture/plantation). The use of prescribed fire, reforestation of 
planted pine monocultures with native species and the control of exotic invasive plants are the 
main tools that are used by the County, while working with partners, to improve habitat and 
natural communities within the Greenway. 

Forest Resources Management 

The FSMP (Appendix B) identifies 21 individual “stands” for management purposes (Maps 4a 
and 4b). These include a mix of different forested areas and open fields. Each stand description 
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includes its use, composition, features and management issues. Specific management 
recommendations and timetables are also identified in the FSMP. The existing GIS inventory will 
be updated and the stands will be monitored. 

Silvicultural activities will involve maintaining a natural diversity of plant communities. Longleaf 
pine, which is native to the Red Hills of Florida and Georgia, will be re-established where 
feasible on selected uplands. Invasive exotics will be managed wherever they occur. 

Prescribed fire and selection cutting will be the main management tools in upland stands. 
Herbicide treatments and hand planting will also be utilized where other methods are 
inadequate. 

The gathering and taking of firewood is not permitted on the Greenway. 

Fire Management 

Prescribed fire is an important tool in Florida for managing the aesthetic values of natural 
landscapes in addition to managing fuels, wildlife habitat and native plant species. The general 
management procedures for the use of prescribed fire are indicated below; more details can be 
found in the FSMP (Appendix B). As development increases adjacent to the MCRG, the use of 
prescribed may decrease. If the use of prescribed fire cannot be safely conducted, then other 
measures (e.g., mitigation mowing) will be utilized to control fuel buildup. 

Management works with the County Forester and the Florida Forest Service (FFS) to coordinate 
the use of prescribed fire at the MCRG. Smoke-sensitive areas include Interstate 10, 
Miccosukee Road, Crump Road and neighborhoods in close proximity to the Greenway. It is 
critical that adjacent or nearby residential neighborhoods be contacted by County staff through 
existing neighborhood associations and/or targeted public relations efforts to educate residents 
on the possibility of smoke and the benefits of the use of prescribed fire. 

When prescribed fire is recommended and can be conducted safely; a burn plan will be 
completed prior to the prescribed burn.  Natural and man-made fire breaks are established and 
maintained around the perimeter of the Greenway. Changes to the existing fire lines may occur. 
Cutting fire lines in wet areas is prohibited, as this could be damaging to wetlands. All ground 
disturbing activities will be conducted in accordance with policies established by Chapter 267, 
F.S., and coordinated through the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources. 
Where prescribed fire is recommended, the prescribed fire boss (manager) will determine 
beforehand if it can be done safely. Prior to all prescribed fires, authorization will be obtained 
from the Florida Forest Service.  

Mineral Resources Management 

There are no known minerals of commercial importance within the MCRG boundary. 

Native Species Management 

The following general guidelines for wildlife management are summarized from the FSMP 
(Appendix B). The FSMP provides a more detailed description of the guidelines, including 
recommendations for specific stands on the Greenway. 
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The maintenance of naturally occurring plant and animal communities by the use of prescribed 
fire on upland stands will benefit both native animal and plant species. Guidelines from the 
FSMP that will benefit native species include: 

• Maintain upland stands through the use of early growing season (February-June) 
implement prescribed fire on a two to three year frequency. 

• Establish permanent openings at the interface between upland and wetland 
communities, as well as in specified areas within upland stands. Portions of these 
openings will be planted with various (native) wildflowers, small grains and legumes to 
provide supplemental food sources for resident wildlife species while enhancing 
aesthetics and wildlife viewing opportunities. Maintenance of the unplanted portions of 
the openings will be accomplished by mowing and seasonal soil disturbance. 

• Mowing of all areas except lawn fields, parking areas and trails should not be conducted 
September through February to avoid disruption of ground nesting species, such as 
turkey and quail. 

• Conduct fireline maintenance during the winter months when soil disturbance 
encourages the production of beneficial native food plants such as partridge pea, milk 
pea and beggarweed. 

• Reestablish under-stocked upland sites to longleaf pine by natural regeneration with 
reinforcement plantings. This species of pine will be most conducive to ensuring 
adequate forage production through the use of prescribed fire. 

• Leave as many standing snags as possible, unless the safety of visitors may be 
compromised, as a part of reforestation efforts standing for the benefit of cavity nesting 
species. 

• Plant non-invasive native tree and/or shrub species to the maximum extent if intended 
for shading, screening or beautification purposes. 

Listed Species Management 

Monitoring for potentially occurring and previously observed listed native vegetation and 
animal species that may occur on the Greenway will be conducted by the managing entity as 
part of other related management tasks, with assistance from the COT, the State, 
nongovernmental organizations and individual volunteers. Surveys for known or potential listed 
species shall be conducted prior to any development or other improvements. The Southeastern 
fox squirrel is landscape dependent and should benefit from additional monitoring and 
improvements to the natural communities. 

Invasive Non‐native Species Management 

Plants 

Found in many areas of Leon County, Chinese Tallow trees have been identified within the 
Greenway and their removal is consistent with state standards and practices for state lands. 
The common treatment is to inject these trees with Garlon, a systemic herbicide. State grants 
will be pursued in order to fund these projects. 
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Kudzu and Cogongrass are invasive species that have been identified within the Greenway and 
on adjacent properties. Approximately a decade ago, the COT in cooperation with Leon County 
and the State, used sheep in an innovative management project to control the growth of these 
invasive plants. The pilot project ran for approximately five years. A flock of approximately 500 
to 1,000 sheep was used to eliminate selected vegetation at Tom Brown Park, the Lafayette 
Heritage Trail, the Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park, the western portion of Alfred B. Maclay Gardens 
State Park, the MCRG and under City electric transmission lines. Today, kudzu is managed on 
the Greenway by the use of systemic herbicides and contract labor. 

Animals 

Should a sighting of a non-native and/or feral animal occur, the appropriate agency must be 
notified by management personnel and arrangements made to track and remove the animal. 
Nuisance animals shall be removed by the appropriate authorities and not by users. The public 
is not allowed to remove or harm species found on the property.  

Management will work with law enforcement and other local or state authorities such as the 
Leon County Sheriff’s Department, Leon County Animal Control Division and the FFWCC for 
removal of wild hogs, feral cats and other non-native animals. Fire ants will be controlled with 
pesticides by individual mound or broadcast treatments as appropriate. 

Archaeological, Historical and Cultural Resource Management 

Located on the historic Welaunee Plantation (LE5007), the MCRG surrounds the Old Hickory Hill 
Cemetery at Welaunee (LE2910) which is owned by Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church; 
maintenance assistance for the fenced Cemetery is provided by New Zion and Testerina 
Primitive Baptist Churches. Non-motorized access to the Cemetery, across the MCRG consistent 
with the management of the Greenway and applicable County ordinances and/or policies, is 
provided near Dempsey Mayo Road and the existing pedestrian easement. As Dempsey Mayo 
Road is extended the pedestrian access to the Cemetery will be enhanced. 

Two undocumented resources are located east of Interstate 10. Both will be recorded with the 
Florida Master Site File. One is an old residential site. The house has long been removed, but 
some associated debris still remains in this area, as well as a hand-dug well. The second 
undocumented resource is a hand-dug well. For safety reasons, both wells have been filled with 
sand by County staff. A wooden fence has been installed around the later of the two wells. 

In 2006 a historic ceramics and glass surface scatter was recovered from the multi-use trail and 
recorded (LE5294). In 2007 Archaeological Consultants, Inc. conducted systematic subsurface 
testing of LE5294 with negative results.  

All archaeological, historical or cultural resources on the Greenway will be preserved in situ and 
protected. By participating in the Archaeological Resources Monitoring Training for state land 
managers, staff will become more knowledgeable of the best management practices for these 
resources. Signage will be posted specifying that ground-disturbing activities and the removal of 
artifacts shall be prohibited, unless prior authorization has been obtained from the Division of 
Historical Resources. These signs shall state that disturbing sites is a criminal offense and will 
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include a telephone number to report vandalism. Any ground-disturbing activities will be in 
accordance with Chapter 267, F.S.  

Scenic Resources Management 

The Greenway borders a protected tree canopy zone preserved by County ordinance for its 
historic and scenic significance. The Greenway received a Historic Preservation Award from the 
Tallahassee – Leon County Historical Preservation Society in 1999 for outstanding achievement 
in rural landscape preservation. 

The Division of Canopy Roads Management in the Leon County Department of Public Works 
was formed to create, maintain, manage and preserve Leon County's Canopy Roads. This 
program is responsible for implementing the Canopy Roads Management Plan. This includes 
review of tree removal requests; the planning and acquisition of scenic easements; the pruning 
and removal of high risk trees; and the planting of trees and shrubs for canopy creation and 
enhancement and buffer establishment. This program implements the joint County/City Canopy 
Roads Management Plan on 76 miles of designated canopy roads. 

The preservation and management of scenic resources on the MCRG, including the historical 
vistas along Miccosukee Road that were cited as part of the reason for the acquisition of this 
property, will be accomplished by strict enforcement of this Management Plan and by carefully 
reviewing the siting of any improvements or other management activities for potential impacts 
to existing views. 

General guidelines for conserving and protecting scenic and historic views and vistas include: 

• Maintain or restore original landforms and historic landscapes wherever possible; 
• Remove or restore unattractive scenic elements when they deteriorate or become 

degraded; 
• Maintain or add to areas of vegetation, especially native vegetation, through scenic and 

conservation easements or landscaping plans to provide interest, encourage the 
presence of native wildlife, blend structures into the site and obscure unattractive 
elements. 

Specific guidelines for conserving and protecting scenic and historic views and vistas when 
designing new improvements include: 

• Site structures and other Greenway-related developments away from public viewpoints, 
including Miccosukee Road, in inconspicuous locations, if possible, to maintain existing 
sightlines and scenic views; 

• Design buildings and other structures to an appropriate scale (several small buildings vs. 
one very large building) compatible with the landscape; 

• Cluster and orient any structures and other Greenway-related developments to 
preserve views and open space and to provide visual harmony and compatibility; 

• Use forms, colors and materials compatible with the landscape; 
• Screen unattractive elements with vegetation or other appropriate materials; 
• Ensure that any new roads crossing the MCRG within designated easements are 

properly sited and screened with vegetation to preserve or mitigate scenic landscapes; 



 

 35 

• Minimize light pollution of night skies by using the least-polluting light sources available 
for street lighting, parking lots, restroom facilities, etc. All fixtures should be properly 
shielded and aimed at the ground. 

Leon County, with assistance, as necessary, from the Friends of the MCRG, will coordinate with 
other jurisdictional agencies and departments so that scenic and historical vistas are not 
negatively impacted by any development adjacent to the Greenway.  

Arthropod Plan/Mosquito Control 

Mosquito control on the MCRG will be handled by the Leon County Mosquito Control program 
located within the Division of Operations under the County's Department of Public Works. 
Mosquito Control employees provide Leon County residents and visitors with effective and 
environmentally sound mosquito control services. Services and educational programs are 
provided to protect public health and reduce human discomfort associated with large mosquito 
populations. Leon County Mosquito Control accomplishes its mission through source reduction, 
public education and larval and adult mosquito control services.  

In accordance with Chapter 5E-13.040, F.A.C. all persons who apply or supervise the application 
of a pesticide intended to control arthropods on the property, other than their own individual 
residential or agricultural property, must be licensed to do so, or work under the supervision of 
a licensed applicator. The license is issued by the Mosquito Control Section in the Bureau of 
Entomology and Pest Control, a unit of the Division of Agricultural Environmental Services 
under the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

Pesticide applications must be accurately recorded and kept on file for a minimum of three 
years, per Section 5E-13.040(8), F.S. Other criteria for safety training, worker protection and 
justification for adulticide applications are outlined in Chapter 5E-13, F.A.C. License holders are 
responsible for understanding and complying with all requirements under the law. 

All safety precautions and procedures defined by the product label are followed. All insecticides 
used are registered by the Environmental Protection Agency and applications are made in 
direct compliance to the product label. Each product label specifically identifies the 
requirements for safe handling of the product, including clean-up and disposal. Vehicles are 
equipped to handle any accidental on-site spills. Applicator safety and the protection of 
employees and patrons, as well as the prevention of non-target organism exposure, are 
practiced with each treatment. 

Giving consideration to the types of recreational activities involved, no applications are made 
that will result in employees or patrons coming in direct contact with insecticides. Products are 
not applied that will leave a residual insecticide. The same application methods used for 
residential treatments are followed in treating recreational areas. 

Management Priorities 

Objectives 

Management objectives for the MCRG include (not listed in order of priority): 

• Protect and restore natural, historical, cultural and archaeological resources; 
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• Provide for the safety of all users; 
• Provide for passive recreational uses only; 
• Provide equal access for all users to the extent possible and permittable; 
• Maintain and improve facilities to ensure a high-quality greenway experience for users; 
• Provide maps, signage and other information for users; 
• Strengthen user and stewardship partnerships; 
• Facilitate community education and awareness of scenic, cultural, historical and 

environmental resources involving the Greenway; 
• Provide for alternative transportation uses, consistent with the Tallahassee – Leon 

County Greenways Master Plan; 
• Preserve the tree canopy and historical vistas on Miccosukee Road; and 
• Manage the natural landscape as guided by the FSMP and other guidelines in this Plan. 

Operational Activities 

The Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation, part of Leon County’s Public Works 
Department, oversees the management, including maintenance and improvements, of the 
MCRG. They have and will continue to coordinate with the Tallahassee – Leon County Planning 
Department, the Leon County Department of Development Support and Environmental 
Management, Leon County Public Works and other County and selected COT departments on 
the implementation of the management plan over the planning horizon. Support groups, 
volunteers and inmate labor will assist in this implementation. 

As development of additional amenities and the management of the various stands proceeds, 
additional staff and equipment may need to be budgeted to meet these needs. Current 
maintenance includes mowing of grassy trails and fields, repairing and renovating trails, parking 
areas and fencing as necessary and removal of litter. 

The Greenway will be open to the public every day during daylight hours from sunrise to 
sunset. The core hours of sunrise to sunset may be adjusted, as needed, to accommodate for 
safety and management needs or for authorized special events. The restroom at the Edenfield 
Road Trailhead has a programmable locking mechanism, after sundown visitors on the inside 
may exit but visitors arriving after sundown may not enter the facility. 

Funding 

Operating funds for the MCRG will come from Leon County’s General Fund each fiscal year. 
Improvement funds may come from the General Fund or grants including the Recreational 
Trails Program (RTP). The RTP is a federally-funded competitive grant program that provides 
financial assistance for the development of recreational trails, trailheads and trailside facilities. 

Development 

Many of the planned amenities described in the original management plan have been 
developed by the County over the last decade. The exceptions have included picnic pavilions at 
the trailhead facilities and a paved trail at the Edenfield Road Trailhead. The previously 
contemplated paved trail will not be developed due to improvements made to the trunk trail. 
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The County will continue making improvements to the existing trailhead facilities and to the 
maintained trails, including stabilizing the trunk trail system through the application of finely 
crushed stone/shell rather than asphalt to create a disabled-accessible surface in keeping with 
the rural nature of the Greenway. These improvements are intended to address erosion and 
safety concerns. No pavement shall be applied to any maintained multi-use trail. 

An education pavilion will be considered for construction. Its design, size, placement and any 
other considerations will be developed in coordination with FDEP, the Friends of the MCRG and 
any nearby neighborhood associations or other homeowner’s groups or organizations. 

No new trailheads are planned and only one mile of new trail is expected to be built at this time 
based on anticipated adjacent development. While there are large areas adjacent to the MCRG 
that are being planned for development, it is currently unknown when and to what degree any 
such development will occur. Therefore, the County is planning for moderate growth in the use 
of the Greenway within the ten-year scope of this Plan. If the use of the Greenway increases 
beyond the scope of this plan, the development of any new facilities or other amenities will be 
coordinated with FDEP. 

As public facilities are developed on the MCRG, every effort will be made to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (Public Law 101-336). As new facilities are developed, the 
universal access requirements of this law are followed in all cases except where the law allows 
reasonable exceptions (e.g., where handicap access is structurally impractical or where 
providing such access would change the fundamental character of the facility being provided). 

Safety/Security Management 

Leon County and the COT have established a coordinated local 911 system. Greenway users 
should contact 911 in the case of a true emergency. Additional security will be provided by the 
Leon County Sheriff’s Office, particularly for special events and for addressing criminal/illegal 
activities. 

Additional security measures include perimeter fencing in selected areas, lockable gates or 
bollards at trail entrances to prevent unauthorized motor vehicle access and posted hours of 
operation (sunup to sundown). 

The Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation will consider the creation of a volunteer 
citizens group to patrol Greenway trails on a regular basis. This patrol group would be advisory 
only and would not be deputized or otherwise authorized to enforce any laws ordinances or 
policies, but instead would be education and safety-oriented only. 

Citizen Support Organization 

The Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway is the Citizen Support Organization 
(CSO) for the MCRG. They are an incorporated non-profit, tax-exempt support group and are 
the principal citizens’ committee providing input into the creation, design and use of the 
Greenway. The purpose of this group is to promote broad community participation in the 
development of the MCRG as a linear park with publically accessible trails and natural 
resources; to promote recreational, educational and alternative transportation uses for the 
facility; and to provide assistance to Leon County for its management and operational plans. 
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Pursuant to Section 258.015, F.S., CSOs may raise funds, seek and receive grants and accept 
gifts or bequests of money and tangible or real property on behalf of the public land they 
represent. Should fund raising in the form of charitable raffles occur, the raffles will be 
regulated by Section 849.0935, F.S. In addition to monetary support, CSOs assist by increasing 
community awareness and involvement in the land and its programs. Pursuant to Section 
20.2551(4), F.S., “all records of the citizen support organization constitute public records for the 
purposes of Chapter 119, F.S.” Accordingly, the Greenway manager or a designated staff 
member has been and will continue to attend CSO meetings.  

From time to time, other staff may be asked by the Manager to assist with CSO projects, such as 
coordinating or organizing a specific event. Staff may not serve as director on a CSO board. It is 
important to note that although staff cannot serve as a CSO board member or officer, he or she 
may become a member of the CSO. Family members and relatives of a staff person may serve 
on a CSO board as a member or an officer. 

Private Vendors 

Public/private partnerships are allowable under this management plan. The MCRG manager 
may contract with private vendors (profit or non-profit) to provide services as allowable and 
appropriate under existing Leon County policies. Contractual opportunities may include, but are 
not limited to trash removal, site clean-up, facilities maintenance and exotic species control. 

Third party agreements between the County and any private vendors for management 
activities, easements, concession agreements or contracts and all other actions are required 
when private vendors are utilized. Each agreement must be reviewed by the state. 

Florida Greenways and Trails Designation 

The MCRG has been designated as part of the Florida Greenways and Trails System through the 
Florida Greenways and Trails Designation Program. This designation will be maintained. 

National Recreation Trail® Designation 

The MCRG has been designated as a National Recreation Trail® under the federal National 
Recreation Trails (NRT) program. The National Trail System Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-543) 
authorized creation of a national trail system comprised of National Recreation Trails, National 
Scenic Trails and National Historic Trails. While National Scenic Trails and National Historic Trails 
may only be designated by an act of Congress, National Recreation Trails may be designated by 
the Secretary of Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture to recognize exemplary trails of local 
and regional significance in response to an application from the trail's managing agency or 
organization. Through designation, these trails are recognized as part of America's national 
system of trails. 

The National Recreation Trails Program supports designated NRT's with an array of benefits, 
including promotion, technical assistance, networking and access to funding. Its goal is to 
promote the use and care of existing trails and stimulate the development of new trails to 
create a national network of trails and realize the vision of "Trails for All Americans." 
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The MCRG has also received the National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials’ 
Award for Environmental/Conservation Outstanding Accomplishment. These designations will 
be maintained by the County. 

Public Access and Use 

Access/Parking 

The MCRG has four parking areas that are located at the four existing trailheads (Maps 2a-2d). 
These include, from the west end of the Greenway to its east end, Fleischman Road, Edenfield 
Road, Thornton Road and Crump Road. These four parking areas/trailheads will continue to be 
used over the scope of this Plan. At this time, there are no plans to provide any additional 
trailheads. Proposed improvements to these trailheads are listed elsewhere in this Plan. A 
complete list of improvements is included in this Plan as Appendix H. Significant improvements 
to these facilities include: 

1. The Fleischman Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately fifteen automobiles 
and has a surface composed of interlocking pavers. The parking area is fenced with a 
wooden post and beam fence to prevent overflow parking outside of the designated 
area. There is one concrete handicapped person parking space with a concrete sidewalk 
that leads to a handicapped-accessible portable restroom.  

2. The Edenfield Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately 44 automobiles and has 
a packed, crushed limestone and gravel surface. The parking area is fenced with a 
wooden post and beam fence to prevent overflow parking outside of the designated 
area. There are three concrete handicapped person parking spaces with a concrete 
sidewalk that leads to a handicapped-accessible permanent restroom. This Trailhead 
also includes a water fountain, a water mister and a kiosk.  

3. The Thornton Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately 50 automobiles and has 
a grass and packed earth surface. Due to its wide area, it is also designed to 
accommodate additional horse trailers/oversized vehicles. The parking area is fenced 
with a wooden post and beam fence to prevent overflow parking outside of the 
designated area. There are two concrete handicapped person parking spaces with a 
concrete sidewalk that leads to a handicapped-accessible portable restroom. This 
Trailhead includes a water spigot and a kiosk.  

4. The Crump Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately 25 automobiles, it also 
accommodates horse trails/oversized vehicles. It has a grass and packed earth surface 
with patches of gravel. There are two concrete handicapped person parking spaces, a 
picnic table and a handicapped-accessible portable restroom. Metal bollards have been 
installed to prevent unauthorized vehicles from accessing the trunk and other trails 
leading from this area. 

Walking/Hiking/Running  

Walking, hiking and running activities are accommodated on maintained multi-use trails and 
certain other open areas on the Greenway. These activities will remain an allowable use 
throughout the planning horizon. Competitive or special walking, hiking and running events are 
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allowed consistent with Leon County Policy Number 06-1 (Appendix N) and at the discretion of 
the Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation. 

Bicycling 

Bicycling is accommodated on maintained multi-use trails and other designated areas within 
the Greenway. This will remain an allowable use throughout the planning horizon. Competitive 
or special bicycling events are allowed consistent with Leon County Policy Number 06-1 
(Appendix N) and at the discretion of the Leon County Division of Parks and Recreation. 

Pursuant to Chapter 316.2065, F.S., helmets are required for cyclists under age 16, including 
children who are riding in a trailer or semi-trailer attached to a bicycle. Promotional materials 
will encourage all other bicycle users on the Greenway to wear helmets. 

Equestrian Use 

Equestrian parking is currently accommodated via the Thornton Road and Crump Road 
Trailheads. Equestrians are accommodated on the maintained multi-use trails and other 
designated areas. This will remain an allowable use throughout the planning horizon. 
Competitive or special equestrian events are allowed consistent with Leon County Policy 
Number 06-1 (Appendix N) and at the discretion of the Leon County Division of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Pursuant to Chapter 5C-18, F.A.C., equestrians must be able to provide proof of current 
negative (Coggins) test for Equine Infectious Anemia which is required for all horses when on 
public lands and subject to inspection at any time.  Pursuant to Section 773.06, F.S., all equestrian 
riders under age 16 must wear a certified helmet; this is known as “Nicole’s Law.” All other riders 
are urged to wear helmets.  

Camping 

Camping is not accommodated because of the lack of a suitable, buffered location and facilities 
for this activity and because the Greenway is closed at sundown. Likewise, campfires are not 
permitted on the property. 

Hunting/Fishing 

Hunting of any kind by private individuals or groups, including catch and release, the use of 
traps of any kind, paintball games and target practice, is not an allowable activity on the MCRG. 
62D-2, F.A.C. prohibits hunting in all state parks, state recreation areas, state archaeological 
sites and similar state lands not specifically designated for hunting activities. Fishing is not 
accommodated because of the lack of a suitable water body for this activity. 

Picnicking 

Picnicking is accommodated near trailheads and in mowed pastures by the placement of picnic 
benches. This activity will remain an allowable use throughout the planning horizon. 

Other Uses 

The intent of the acquisition of the MCRG was to preserve its environmental and historical 
resources, including historic landscapes and to provide recreational, educational and 
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transportation uses and opportunities for citizens and visitors of Leon County. The Greenway is 
therefore intended to be a passive or resource-based linear park and multi-use greenway. 
These types of areas are dependent on natural and cultural resources, contrasted with “user-
oriented” or active outdoor recreation recreational and conservation-oriented parks and 
greenways.13

As required by Section 253.043, F.S., the Greenway shall be managed for natural resource-
based recreation and to ensure the survival of plant and animal species and the conservation of 
finite and renewable natural resources for the benefit and enjoyment of all. Consistent with 
these objectives, this property is managed for multiple-use purposes, including public access 
and enjoyment, resource conservation and protection, ecosystem maintenance and protection 
and protection of threatened and endangered species. Athletic fields are not appropriate for a 
linear park and multi-use greenway such as the MCRG. Therefore, these facilities are not 
allowed on the Greenway and are specifically prohibited by deed restriction. 

 

Since it is not possible to address all potential activities given the pace of technological change 
and the development of new recreational activities, management reserves the right to prohibit 
any such activities which may jeopardize or impede public safety or the enjoyment of the 
general public on the property; threaten or harm the natural resources of the property; or 
interfere with the privacy of adjacent landowners.  

Allowable, limited and prohibited uses of the Greenway are summarized in Table 4. 

• Uses classified as “Allowable” are considered to be consistent with the purposes for 
acquisition of the Greenway. 

• Uses classified as "Limited" indicate that the use may be acceptable but will be allowed 
only if consistent with Leon County Policy Number 06-1 (Appendix N), and approved by 
the County’s Division of Parks and Recreation.  

• Uses classified as “Prohibited” are considered to be incompatible with the stated 
objectives of the Greenway. 

Table 4:  Uses. 

Use Allowable Limited Prohibited 
Archery    
Birdwatching    
Bicycling    
Camping    
Fishing    
Geocaching    
Golfing and Golf-related Activities    
Hiking    
Horseback Riding    
Hot Air Ballooning    
Hunting    

                                                 
13 A Glossary is included in this Plan as Appendix J. 
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Kite flying    
Model Rocket Flying    
Motorized Recreational Vehicles    
Nature study    
Off-road or Aerial Vehicle Use    
Organized Sports and Sporting Events    
Orienteering    
Picnicking    
Remote Controlled Vehicles (ground or air)    
Running    
Special Events    
Stargazing    
Target Practice    
Ultralight Aircraft    
Wildlife Observation    

Interpretive Opportunities 

Three interpretive kiosks have been installed at the MCRG. They are located at the Edenfield 
Road and Thornton Road Trailheads and at the Hickory Hammock. These will be maintained to 
educate and instill an appreciation for the history of the area and the natural environment. In 
the future, kiosks will be installed at the Fleishman Road and Crump Road Trailheads. Kiosks will 
include site maps and other relevant information. 

Geocaching  

Geocaching is an outdoor activity in which the participants use a Global Positioning System 
(GPS) receiver to hide and seek locations. A geocacher can place a geocache, pinpoint its 
location using GPS technology and then share the geocaches existence and location online. 
Anyone with a GPS unit can then hunt the geocache. Geocaching can be enjoyed by an 
individual, a family or a group. Geocaching has been viewed as a means of promoting tourism 
and a way to promote resources.  

Geocaches shall not be placed without the knowledge of management. Leon County has the 
authority to approve, decline or place restrictions on caches. Placement of the cache will be 
reviewed on a case-by-case basis. Management will encourage the use of Tread Lightly!, Inc.’s 
website at www.treadlightly.org, which includes “Tips for Responsible Geocaching.” While 
seeking geocaches, people will be encouraged to collect and properly dispose of litter. 
Competitive or special geocaching events are allowed consistent with Leon County Policy 
Number 06-1 (Appendix N) and at the discretion of the Leon County Division of Parks and 
Recreation. 

The following general guidelines for requesting placement of a geocache will be adhered to:  

• The cache should be placed in close proximity to an existing trail/trailhead; 
• The party responsible for the cache (owner) should live in the vicinity of the cache, to 

facilitate frequent maintenance. It is an owner's responsibility to maintain the cache; 
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• Avoid sensitive areas, such as archaeological and ecological resources, wetlands, steep 
slopes, etc; 

• The cache must be placed above ground. Digging or ground-disturbing activities are not 
allowed; 

• The cache owner will be encouraged to list the cache on the Official Global GPS Cache 
Hunt Site, www.Geocache.com. 

Orienteering 

Orienteering requires navigational skills using a map and compass to navigate from point to 
point in diverse and usually unfamiliar terrain and normally moving at speed. Participants are 
given a topographical map, usually a specially prepared orienteering map, which they use to 
find control points. Variations include orienteering by foot, mountain bike, ski, trail, radio, 
canoe, motor bike and motor vehicles. Foot, bicycle or equestrian orienteering, along 
maintained multi-use trails are the preferred forms of orienteering on the MCRG to minimize 
any environmental or other impacts and to remain consistent with other allowed uses. 
Competitive or special orienteering events are allowed consistent with Leon County Policy 
Number 06-1 (Appendix N) and at the discretion of the Leon County Division of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Pet Policies 

Pets are allowed, but must be kept on a maximum six-foot leash to protect humans and other 
animals, including wildlife. Owners must pick up excrement and dispose of it in proper waste 
facilities. Kiosks and brochures will promote “Safety and Etiquette” and educate the public 
about pet policies, including existing City and County ordinances. Domestic animals that are 
noisy, vicious, dangerous, disturbing or act threatening to persons or other animals are 
considered nuisances and will not be permitted to remain on the Greenway. 

Managing Multiple Trail Uses 

All maintained trails on the MCRG are shared or multiple use. To educate trail users on 
appropriate trail etiquette, trailhead kiosks will provide information regarding trail rules and 
basic courtesy guidelines. The basic rule of trail use as promoted by FDEP is that all non-
equestrian users yield to equestrians and that pedestrians yield to bicyclists. All signs and any 
traffic control devices should be consistent with state and local regulations. 

Transportation Alternatives 

The MCRG has a maintained multi-use trail that runs the entire length of the Greenway. This 
trail presents a non-motorized transportation alternative for that section of Miccosukee Road 
between Crump Road and Fleischman Road, which does not have sidewalks, bike lanes or wide 
shoulders. Pedestrians and bicyclists can also traverse portions of the Greenway via the existing 
trailheads at Edenfield Road and Thornton Road and it is anticipated that as the build-out of the 
proposed developments north of the MCRG proceeds, additional users may utilize all or 
portions of the Greenway as a transportation alternative to Miccosukee Road and other 
roadways. 
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Special Events 

In accordance with Leon County Policy Number 06-1, Use and Scheduling of Parks and 
Recreation Facilities (Appendix N), individuals or organizations planning events at the MCRG will 
adhere to the Special Event Procedures and submit a Special Event Reservation Request form 
for consideration. Upon approval of the special event, Leon County staff will coordinate with 
event planners to ensure the goals and objectives of the event are compatible with the 
designated use of the MCRG and that all applicable security and safety requirements are met. 

Emergency Operations 

In the event of a disaster or other catastrophic event, management will clear the Greenway of 
visitors and direct them to return to their residence or a public shelter as necessary. After 
completion of any necessary evacuations, personnel shall take appropriate action to ensure the 
protection of government property. All government-owned equipment and vehicles not 
removed from the property will be locked and secured as necessary.  

All emergency situations are coordinated through local 911 emergency services. The trunk trail 
system is accessible to emergency vehicles and local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) staff 
can presently gain access to the gates and bollards limiting vehicular access to these trails. The 
managing agency will ensure that emergency access is maintained. Management has 
coordinated with EMS for Trailhead addresses. As part of a signage program for the trails, 
overtime management will work with EMS to develop an integrated locational system to 
facilitate better EMS response during emergency situations. 

Accomplishments from Implementation  

Existing improvements from the implementation of the first edition of the MCRG are indicated 
in Appendix H. Additional accomplishments include (not in any priority): 

• Development and implementation of the Forestry Stewardship Management Plan; 
• Forest Stewardship Certified; 
• The introduction of regular prescribed burning as a primary management tool for 

habitat improvement; 
• The identification, protection and interpretation of a unique 45.6-acre upland hickory-

oak-pine forest stand (Stand 17); 
• Management of exotic invasive plant species in the 21 identified stands; 
• Established and maintains public access by developing four trailheads and 14.5 miles of 

multi-use trails; 
• Secured multiple grants totaling over $550,525; 
• Designation as part of Florida’s Greenways and Trails System (2007); 
• Designation as a National Recreation Trail® (2007); 
• Receipt of a Historic Preservation Award from the Tallahassee – Leon County Historical 

Preservation Society for preserving rural landscapes (1999); 
• Established partnerships with the Friends of the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway, 

user groups, civic organizations and other organizations. These volunteers contribute 
approximately 100 hours annually; 
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• National Association of County Park and Recreation Officials (NACPRO) award for 
outstanding management of environmental lands (2007); 

• The Greenway and trail maps are provided on the Leon County Parks and Recreation 
webpage; 

• Secured 911 addresses for the Trailheads; 
• The County has organized and provided an annual Greenways day for approximately a 

decade. 

Land Management Review 

To date, an Interagency State Land Management Review (LMR) Team has not toured the 
property or conducted a LMR. Management will consider the findings and recommendations of 
the LMR Team in finalizing the next required 10-year update to the MCRG Management Plan. 

Budget 

A projected budget for the operation, maintenance and projected stewardship and physical 
improvements is included in this Plan as Appendix L. Budget items include all activities 
addressed in this Plan. 

Since the County began management of the property in 2000, the County has received the 
following grants and/or funding from the State:  Approximately $17,000 in 2002, for 
information kiosks, entrance  signs and trail markers; $42,025 in 2004, for trail signs (for the 
Miccosukee Greenway and Alford Greenway, combined); a Greenways and Trails allocation in 
2006, for capital maintenance and equipment in the amount of $38,250; a Greenways and 
Trails allocation in 2007, for capital maintenance and equipment in the amount of $38,250, 
utilized for stabilizing approximately two miles of the trunk trail in Sector 4;  and a grant 
through the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) for the construction 
of the restroom at Edenfield Road Trailhead in the amount of $90,000. 

In addition, the County has been awarded two Recreational Trails Program (RTP) grants. Funded 
through the Federal Highway Administration, RTP is administered by OGT. The first matching 
grant was awarded in February 2010 in the amount of $75,000 with a County match of $75,000 
for a total of $150,000, to stabilize approximately two miles of the trunk trail in Sector 2 
(Edenfield Road to Thornton Road Trailheads). This stabilization project was completed in April 
2011. The second matching grant was awarded in March 2011, in the amount of $250,000, with 
a County match of $250,000, for a total of $500,000, to complete additional similar trail 
renovations between the Thornton Road Trailhead and the Argyle Lane crossing of Miccosukee 
Road in Sectors 2 and 3. 



Maps 
LOCATION 

MAP 1A SECTOR 1: FLEISCHMAN ROAD TO EDENFIELD ROAD 
MAP 1B SECTOR 2: EDENFIELD ROAD TO MILES JOHNSON CROSSING 
MAP 1C SECTOR 3: MILES JOHNSON CROSSING TO ARGYLE CROSSING 
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Map 3a.  Nearby Public Lands
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Map 4a.  Natural Communities (from Forest Stewardship Plan)
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Map 4b.  Natural Communities (from Forest Stewardship Plan)
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Map 5a.  Hydrological Features. 

 

Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway 

Miccosukee Road 

 
 
 
Map 5a



Map 5b.  Hydrological Features.  
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Map 5c.  Hydrological Features.  
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Map 6a.  Soils (Western Half)
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Map 6b.  Soils (Eastern Half)
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SOILS LOCATED ON THE MCRG 

 

 

SOIL  SOIL 

CLASS NAME 

1 Albany loamy sand 

5 Blanton fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes 

24 Lucy fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes 

27 Lynchburg fine sandy loam 

29 Norfolk loamy fine sand, 2 to 5 percent slopes 

31 Norfolk loamy sand, clayey substratum, 5 to 8 percent slopes 

31 Norfolk loamy sand, clayey substratum, 5 to 8 percent slopes 

32 Ocilla fine sand 

32 Ocilla fine sand 

33 Orangeburg fine sandy loam, 2 to 5 percent slopes 

34 Orangeburg fine sandy loam, 5 to 8 percent slopes 

35 Orangeburg fine sandy loam, 8 to 12 percent slopes 

39 Pelham fine sand 

41 Plummer fine sand 

50 Wagram loamy fine sand, 0 to 5 percent slopes 

99 Water 
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Map 7.  Existing Land Use
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FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLAN 

OBJECTIVES 

Aesthetics 

Natural forests and pastoral agricultural areas, including wildflower meadows, will be promoted 
for a high visual quality. Special attention will be paid to preserving already existing viewscapes 
for both motorist and greenway users.  

Timber 

Silvicultural activities will involve maintaining a natural diversity of plant communities. Longleaf 
pine which historically occurred in greater numbers will be reestablished on some of the 
uplands. Invasive exotics will be controlled throughout. Safety will also be a concern along 
Miccosukee road and in other adjacent areas frequented by people. Prescribed fire and 
selection cutting will be the main management tools in upland stands. Herbicide treatments 
and hand planting will also be utilized where other methods are inadequate. 

Wildlife 

Wildlife management will involve maintaining many of the naturally occurring plant and animal 
communities by utilizing prescribed fire on upland sites. Featured species being managed for 
include both game and non-game native wildlife. Upland stands will be maintained with early 
growing season (February-June) prescribed fires on a two to three year frequency. 

Permanent openings will be established at the interface between upland and wetland 
communities as well as in specified areas within upland stands. Portions of these openings will 
be planted to various wildflowers, small grains, and legumes to provide a supplemental food 
sources for resident wildlife species while enhancing aesthetics and wildlife viewing 
opportunities. Maintenance of the unplanted portions of the openings will be accomplished by 
mowing and seasonal soil disturbance. 

Mowing should be conducted September through February to avoid disruption of ground 
nesting species, such as turkey and quail. Fireline maintenance should be conducted during the 
winter months when soil disturbance encourages the production of beneficial native food 
plants such as partridge pea, milk pea, and beggarweed. Under-stocked upland sites will be 
reestablished to longleaf pine by natural regeneration with reinforcement plantings. This 
species of pine will be most conducive to ensuring adequate forage production through the use 
of prescribed fire. During reforestation efforts as many standing snags as possible shall be left 
standing for the benefit of cavity nesting species. 

Pets should be on a leash to avoid killing and harassing wildlife. Stray cats and dogs should be 
reported to the proper authorities for removal. 

If trees and shrubs are planted for shading, screening or beautification purposes, non-invasive 
native species should be planted to the maximum extent. 
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A survey of native vegetation and animal species, including migratory birds, will be conducted 
by the Leon County Department of Development Support & Environmental Management or by 
other qualified individuals, with assistance from the City of Tallahassee and the State of Florida, 
nongovernmental conservation and other organizations, and individual volunteers. 

Invasive Exotics 

Invasive exotic plants are found throughout Florida, including Leon County. There are many 
invasive exotics species found locally, including on lands managed as parks and greenways. 
Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific to Florida can be found through the 
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (http://www.fleppc.org). Identification and monitoring of 
invasive exotic plants should be ongoing activities. These tasks can be done by trained 
volunteers if staff time is not adequate to do these. 

Prescribed Burning 

Prescribed fire is an important tool in Florida for managing the aesthetic values of natural 
landscapes in addition to managing fuels, wildlife habitat, and native plant species. 

In cases where prescribed fire is recommended, the prescribed fire boss (manager) will 
determine beforehand if it can be done safely. This will become increasingly crucial as adjacent 
areas become more populated and conflict with smoke and escaped fire becomes more 
possible (likely). Smoke-sensitive areas include I-10, Miccosukee Road, Crump Road, and 
neighborhoods in close proximity to the greenway. A forestry consultant can be hired to assist 
County staff with prescribed burning to avoid destroying many years of growth. Staff must also 
secure authorization from the Florida Forest Service (FFF) prior to prescription burning. 

If prescribed fire is recommended and can be conducted safely, a burn plan must be completed 
prior to prescribed burning. Firelines must also be established and maintained around the 
perimeter of the greenway to reduce the risk of wildfire and assist in control burning, using 
natural breaks, roads, and trails where possible. These firelines should connect to or terminate 
at wet areas and roadways and trails. Avoid cutting firelines in wet areas to minimize damaging 
wetlands and streams bed. Assistance with the design, implementation, and maintenance of 
firelines can be obtained from the FFF. 

If prescribed fire cannot be safely conducted, then mechanical substitutions (bush hogging) or 
grazing by sheep should be used in place of fire to control fuel buildup.  

Once firelines are established, begin to carefully prescribe burn on a one to three year rotation. 
The objective of these burns will be to control hardwoods. Prescribed fire also increases forage 
for wildlife and reduces wildfire hazards. Do the first burns in January-March. Following burns 
can be done in January-March or April and May if weather conditions are right.  

Fire alone may not be enough to keep hardwoods in check. If this is the case, these areas can be 
bushhogged to supplement burning as a method of hardwood control. 
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Fireline maintenance should be conducted during the winter months when soil disturbance 
encourages the production of beneficial native food plants such as partridge pea, milk pea, and 
beggarweed. In areas with steep slopes, firelines and temporary roads can be seeded with a 
cover crop to help control erosion and can be used as feeding areas to attract wildlife. 

Recreation 

There are abundant opportunities for hiking, birdwatching, wildlife viewing, bicycling, and 
horseback riding. Establishment of trails, utilizing existing logging roads and construction of 
catwalks across wetland sites will facilitate access to the property as a whole, without inhibiting 
natural water fluctuation. Along trails, interpretive signs will allow users to identify flora and 
other points of interest. management of openings by planting to wildflowers and wildlife 
forages will also increase viewing opportunities. 

Agriculture 

Various types of agriculture have had impacts on the land. Some of these are considered 
desirable. Other management techniques such as mowing and disking can achieve the same 
results. 

Soil and Water 

Soil types occurring on the property include Lucy, Norfolk, Orangeburg, Plummer, Ocilla, 
Albany, Wagram, Lynchburg, Blanton and Pelham. Lucy fine sand is a well-drained soil on 
upland ridges and hillsides. Slopes vary from 0-5%. Natural fertility is low. Norfolk loamy fine 
sand has a 2-5% and 5-8% slope and is well drained. It is a gently sloping soil to strongly sloping 
on uplands. Natural fertility is moderate to moderately low on steeper slopes. Orangeburg fine 
sandy loam is a well-drained, gently to strongly sloping soil on uplands. The slopes of 
Orangeburg fine sandy loam vary between 2-5%, 5-8% and 8-12%. Natural fertility is moderate. 
The Plummer fine sand is a poorly drained nearly level soil that is in low areas and poorly 
defined drainage ways. The water table is within 15 inches of the soil surface for 3-6 months in 
most years. Natural fertility is low. Ocilla fine sand is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level 
soil on moderately low uplands. Ocilla soil has a water table within a depth of 15 to 30 inches 
for 2 to 6 months. Slopes range from 0-2% and are slightly convex. Natural fertility is low. 
Albany loamy fine sand is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soil (0-2% slopes) on lower 
elevations of uplands. The water table reaches 12 to 30 inches below the soil surface for 1 to 2 
months of the year but the upper soil layers usually have very low available water capacity. 
Albany soil’s natural fertility is low. Wagram loamy fine sand is a well-drained nearly level to 
gently sloping soil on broad upland ridges. Slopes are from 0-5%. Natural fertility is moderately 
low. Pelham fine sand is a poorly drained nearly level soil on broad flatwoods, in depressional 
areas and in some drainage ways on uplands. Slopes range from 0-2%. The water table is within 
15 inches of the soil surface for 3-6 months in most years. Natural fertility is low.  

Lynchburg fine sandy loam is a somewhat poorly drained, nearly level soil that is found in 
shallow depressional areas and on broad interstream divides. Slopes range from 0-2%. 
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Lynchburg soil has a water table that is 6-20 inches below the surface for 1 to 3 months during 
spring and winter months in most years. Natural fertility is low. The Blanton fine sand soil is a 
nearly level to gently sloping soil on moderately well drained uplands. Slopes are 0-5%. It has 
low natural fertility. See the table on the next page describing soil types. Maps 6a and 6b 
indicates soil types on the Greenway. 

Table 1:  Soil Types. 
 
 
Soil Type 

 
Vegetative 
Community 

 
 

Slope 

 
 

Drainage 

 
 

Site Indexa

 
 

Albany 
 

pine/hardwood 
 

0-2% 
 
somewhat poorly 

drained 

 
80 

 
Blanton 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
moderately well-

drained 

 
80 

 
Lucy 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
well-drained 

 
80 

 
Lynchburg 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-2% 

 
somewhat poorly 

drained 

 
90 

 
Norfolk 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
2-5% and 5-8% 

 
well-drained 

 
90 

 
Ocilla 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
0-2% 

 
somewhat poorly 

drained 

 
80 

 
Orangeburg 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
2-5%, 5-8%, 
 and 8-12% 

 
well-drained 

 
90 

 
Pelham 

 
wetland forest 

 
 0-2% 

 
poorly drained 

 
90 

 
Plummer 

 
wetland forest 

 
level 

 
poorly drained 

 
90 

 
Wagram 

 
pine/hardwood 

 
 0-5% 

 
well-drained 

 
80 

 

SPECIFIC STAND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Stand 1 

This stand is 68.2 acres and is a pine dominated forests with a narrow strip of area dominated 
by hardwoods along Miccosukee road. The dominate soil type for this stand is Orangeburg 2-5, 
5-8% and 8-12% slopes. There is also a small area of Norfolk loamy fine sand with a clayey 
substratum 5-8% slopes in the west corner of the property. A fenced off graveyard is located in 
this stand. 

a Site Index is defined as the average height of the dominant and co-dominant trees within an even-aged stand of 
the selected species at age 50 years. 
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Generally the dominate trees are shortleaf and loblolly pine. Other trees include live, water and 
laurel oaks, sweetgum, dogwood, southern red oak, mockernut hickory, southern magnolia wax 
myrtle, yaupon holly, southern crab apple, red cedar, Chickasaw plum, elderberry, black cherry 
and on the far west end some post oaks. Understory plants include greenbrier, American 
beautyberry, St. Johns wort, dogfennel, goldenrod, love grass, yellow jasmine, partridgeberry, 
ebony spleenwort, bahiagrass, broomsedge and blackberry. The invasive exotics mimosa, silver 
buckthorn, Chinese privet, Japanese honeysuckle, coral ardesia and Japanese climbing fern 
were also found. This stand most closely resembles an upland pine forest as described in the 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory’s “Guide to The Natural Communities of Florida”  (appendix) or 
(http://www.fnai.org/naturalcommguide.cfm). 

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

To control fire danger and brush, the pine dominated areas of this stand should be mowed 
and/or bush-hogged on a 2-3 year rotation.  Mowing should be conducted from September to 
February to avoid disruption of ground nesting species such as turkey, quail and rabbits.  Take 
care to avoid damage to the hardwood corridor along the road.   

Roads and trails could be used as firelines, and often occur at points of contrast between 
hardwood or pine-dominated woods. 

Stand 2 

This stand is four areas that are parts of larger fields. Their acreages are 1.5, 1.5, 2.6 and 2.7. 
The soil type in this stand is Orangeburg with 2-5% and 5-8% slopes.  

Species found in the fields vary between areas dominated by bahiagrass and areas that are 
more diverse in species. Plants found include goldenrod, paspalum, blackberry, sorrel 
pokeweed, vetch, ragweed, thistle, galium, greenbrier American beautyberry, dogfennel and 
aster. A few trees are found in these fields including a live oak in the 2.6 acre field and some 
young laurel oak, elderberry, Chickasaw plum, black cherry and cherry laurel. Also, the invasive 
exotic plants Chinese privet, tropical soda apple and Ligustrum were found. 

To maintain these as open fields continue to mow them and have a vegetative buffer planted 
on the north border of the greenway property. 

The 1.5 acre field should have a vegetative buffer planted on the north boarder of the 
greenway property and then managed as a small open field. Use the same methods of grass 
management as described in the previous stand or make it a big wildflower garden/ wildlife 
food plot. 

The 2.7 acre field should be managed as a wildflower meadow. See the stand map and map of 
this stand in the wildflower appendix to determine location of wildflower meadow types. Use 
the same methods for establishment and maintenance of wildflower meadows as described in 
the appendix and Stand 3. In the future it may be desirable to establish wildflower meadows in 
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the other open fields 

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

For access roads on all fields, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field. 
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the view shed. Care should always be taken to keep 
roads from creating erosion problems. Use current Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 
erosion control techniques. 

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 3 

This 44.8 acre pasture has historically been used for grazing and hay production. It is adjacent 
to a temporary lake and has a sometimes connecting 2.5 acre temporary pond within its 
boundaries. There is a small 0.7-acre isolated stand of trees within the field. There are also a 
few scattered planted trees and edges of forest along the north perimeter of this stand. It also 
borders the forested canopy road zone on the south side. Soil types in this stand include 
Albany, Lucy, Lynchburg, Orangeburg 2-5% and 5-8% slope. The Lynchburg soil floods during 
extended wet periods.  

The dominate grass is bahia. Some coastal Bermuda, yellow wood sorel, Venus looking glass, 
black medic, wild geranium, mouse eared chickweed and thistle was also found. The forested 
island and edges are dominated by water oak, live oak and laurel oak. Other trees found include 
persimmons, sugar berry, sweetgum, red cedar, elderberry, dogwood and the invasive exotic 
trees Chinese tallow and Chinaberry. Understory plants include poison ivy, greenbrier, wild 
grapevine, blackberry, wood sorrel, ragweed, goldenrod, saltbush, American beautyberry, St. 
Johns wort, the invasive exotic plants Nandina, Chinese privet, tropical soda apple and 
Ligustrum. 

Since grazing will no longer be used, this field should be managed as a large lawn or as a hay 
field with the exception of the edges which should be maintained for wildflower meadows.  

High traffic/use areas should be maintained as follows. Mow at least once a week during the 
growing season. Mow at a height of 3 to 4 inches. Never mow more than 1/3 of the height of 
the grass off at one time. Using proper mowing height and frequency will help keep the grass 
healthy and as a dominate plant in these fields. Fertilizer will only be advised in high traffic 
areas. Fertilize according to results provided by using a soil test kit that can be obtained at the 
University of Florida/Leon County Cooperative Extension Office.  

For sections identified needing shorter grass by user groups such as runners, grass can be 
temporarily cut at the shorter length of 2 inches in rotating strips.  Strips should be 
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approximately 3 feet wide and the return interval at the shorter length should not occur in less 
than four mowing rotations (four weeks minimum).  This cutting regime should be monitored 
and if the grass is not maintaining a vigorous turf, than more rotational strips can be added to 
reduce the return interval.  In addition, if needed, nutrient supplements at rates determined by 
a soil test, can be added to help the vigor of the turf.  

All turf management must follow Green Industries-Best Management Practices. 

For low traffic/use areas a less frequent mowing cycle will be used, Grass quality and density 
should be checked from time to time. If it is desired to continue to produce hay in this field, 
follow the guidelines as described in the University of Florida publications in the appendix.  

It is also recommended that wildflower meadows be established and managed along the edges 
and fringes of this pasture (see attached map). Note that areas designated by the letter “A” will 
be natural regeneration for fall blooming meadows and areas designated by the letter “B” will 
be direct seeding for spring blooming meadows, Contact the Extension office for help on laying 
out the exact location of these meadows. For directions on how to establish and manage 
wildflower meadows see appendix. Mowing in meadow areas should be conducted from 
September to February to avoid disruption of ground nesting species such as turkey, quail and 
rabbits.  

For the areas on the north side of this pasture that connect to more pasture area off the 
property plant loblolly pine, wax myrtle, yaupon holly, Chickasaw plum, southern crab apple 
and other native plants that will provide wildlife habitat and a vegetative screen to protect the 
view from future land use changes such as residential development. 

To establish the pine seedlings in these fields, grasses and other herbaceous weeds will need to 
be controlled by either mechanical or chemical control methods. The mechanical method 
involves using a scalper prior to planting. Scalping should go along contours to prevent erosion. 
Scalping should have a width of 2½ feet and be 3 to 4 inches deep.  

The chemical method involves planting the pines first and then spraying over the tops of the 
pines. Spray Arsenal herbicide at a rate of 7 oz./A plus 4 oz. surfactant or Oust herbicide at a 
rate of 4 oz./A in 15 gallons of water. Apply the herbicide in four foot wide bands in the spring 
over the tops of the seedlings. 

In January or February plant two to three rows of loblolly pine bare root seedlings on a 10X15 
foot spacing. Proper handling and planting is important for success. See the attached brochure 
on how to properly plant trees. Order the seedlings many months ahead of the planting dates 
as nurseries often run out of trees in advance of tree planting season. Mulch placed under the 
trees will help control reinvasion of grass.  

The broadleaf plants can be planted after about five years under the loblolly pine. This will give 
a dense two-stage wall of vegetation. 

If desired additional trees can be planted in the island hardwood stand.  Trees to plant could be 
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water, laurel and live oaks on drier areas and Shumard oak, Black gum, Sugarberry and Yellow 
poplar in moister areas. 

The invasive exotic plant tropical Soda apple has been found growing on the north side of this 
stand. It is highly invasive and should be controlled. The only proven control is a program of 
timely mowing and broadcast treatment and/or spot spraying with herbicide.  

The rest of the border forest areas will be managed like the canopy road zone trees. They will 
provide a buffer and back drop to the large open field as well as corridors and habitat for edge 
preferring wildlife.  

Specific Habitat Recommendations 

The pond in this area, which goes dry from time to time, has great ecological significance. Many 
wildlife species depend on temporary ponds. If the water in this pond were to become 
permanent, predators such as largemouth bass could successfully survive. Currently only 
migratory animals such as great blue herons, wood storks and alligators or animals that require 
the pond condition for only part of their life cycle such as frogs and dragonflies can survive.  

Many of these amphibians cannot take the predation of largemouth bass. They are also good 
feeding areas for many wading birds. Thus temporary ponds are unique and a haven for frogs 
and certain birds. Therefore, this area should be kept as a temporary pond.  

The addition of wood duck boxes could attract wood ducks to this pond. Wood duck boxes 
should be placed at least 6 feet above the high water level. This will insure that the eggs are not 
drowned during spring flooding. Boxes should face an area free of limbs and visible from open 
water if possible. Consideration should also be given to installing predator guards around the 
post or tree to which the nest box is attached. Predator guards, which exclude raccoons and rat 
snakes, are essential to providing a secure nesting place. All limbs or vines should be trimmed 
for several feet around the box. 

A final point to remember when placing nest boxes is to locate them at least 100 yards apart 
with entrances facing away from each other. This separation, for reasons unknown, aids in 
reducing the practice of "dump nesting". Dump nesting occurs when 2 or more hen wood ducks 
lay eggs in the same nest box. The result of this practice is usually a reduction in net production. 
With up to 40 eggs in the same nest box, only the top 10 to 15 eggs are maintained at warm 
enough incubation temperatures. Also, many dump nests are never incubated. Construction 
instructions for wood duck nest boxes are located in appendix on Nest Boxes. 

Bluebird boxes are on the northern fence. These should be maintained .  Bluebird boxes should 
be placed 4 to 6 feet above the ground on trees or posts equipped with predator guards. 
Predator guards, although they do not guarantee safety, can provide a degree of protection 
from raccoons, house cats, and rat snakes. If placed along the edge of an opening, the entrance 
of each box should face an open area. It is important to place boxes at least 100 yards apart. 
This will reduce territorial conflicts between neighboring nesting pairs and make the boxes 
most effective in raising young bluebirds to fledging. Construction plans for bluebird-type nest 
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boxes are contained in appendix on Nest Boxes. 

This is also good habitat for purple martins.  Continue to maintain the purple martin housing. 

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 4 

This 39.9-acre stand is generally in some stage of succession from an old field. The soil type in 
this stand is Orangeburg with 2-5% and 5-8% slopes. Some areas are dominated by well-spaced 
mature oaks, other areas are dominated by sapling size pines and others are filled with young 
sprouts of oaks and weeds. Dominate trees in this stand include live, water, laurel and southern 
red oaks and shortleaf and loblolly pines. The pines become more common on the east side of 
this stand. Other trees that were found include red cedar, southern magnolia, devils walking 
stick, sassafras, eastern dogwood, black cherry, mockernut hickory, winged sumac, Chickasaw 
plum, sweetgum, post oak, elderberry, wax myrtle and crepe myrtle. Understory and open field 
plants include American beautyberry, greenbrier, blackberry, bahiagrass, dogfennel, ragweed, 
wild grape vine, goldenrod, tickseed, lovegrass, broomsedge, jasmine, ebony spleenwort and St. 
Johns wort. The invasive exotics mimosa, silver buckthorn, Chinese privet, Chinese tallow, 
tropical soda apple and Ligustrum were also found. 

To control fire danger and brush, the pine dominated areas of this stand should be mowed 
and/or mitigation-mowed on a 2-3 year rotation.  Mowing should be conducted from 
September to February to avoid disruption of ground nesting species such as turkey, quail and 
rabbits.  Take care to avoid damage to the hardwood corridor along the road.   

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Stand 5 

This 5.4-acre stand is mostly open field with trees both singularly and in clumps scattered 
throughout. There is a narrow band of trees and brush along Miccosukee road. The soil type in 
this stand is Orangeburg with 2-5% and 5-8% slopes. Bahiagrass is dominate in the open areas. 
Other understory plants found were goldenrod, vetch, ragweed, blackberry, thistle, American 
beautyberry, greenbrier, dog fennel, tropical soda apple and long Miccosukee road Japanese 
honeysuckle. Trees include pecan, live oak, southern red oak, water oak, sugarberry and 
Chinese tallow. Along Miccosukee road cherry laurel and the invasive exotic tree Chinaberry are 
found.  

To maintain this as an open field continue to mow it and have a vegetative buffer planted on 
the border of the greenway property as described in Stand 2. In the future it may be desirable 
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to establish wildflower meadows in this stand. 

Bluebird boxes are located on the northern fence. These should be maintained as described in 
Stand 3.  

Eliminate Chinaberry trees. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific to 
Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 6 

This 3.2-acre stand is an oak savanna. The soil type in this stand is Orangeburg 5-8% slope. Well-
spaced live oaks dominate the over story. Other trees present are water, laurel, post and 
southern red oaks, black cherry, sweetgum and the invasive exotic Chinese tallow. The 
understory includes strawberry, woods violet, goldenrod, ragweed, American beautyberry, 
greenbrier, poison ivy, tickseed and the invasive exotics Chinese privet and tropical soda apple. 

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

To keep the open nature of this stand mow this stand on a regular basis, but allow for 
occasional reproduction of trees especially live oaks to replace others when they die. 

Stand 7 

This 2.8-acre area is the forested corridor between stand 8 and Miccosukee road. Trees found 
in this stand include live, water and laurel oaks, loblolly, longleaf and shortleaf pines, black 
cherry, cherry laurel, elderberry, hawthorn, sugarberry, sassafras, persimmon, sumac, saltbush, 
crape myrtle and the invasive exotic trees Chinaberry and mimosa. Understory plants include 
goldenrod, greenbrier, blackberry, ragweed, broomsedge, wild grapevine, dogfennel and the 
invasive exotic Ligustrum. 

The only management other than that done for all areas in the canopy road zone should be to 
control the above identified invasive exotic plants. See appendix for control techniques 

Bluebird boxes are on the northern fence. These should be maintained as described in Stand 3.  

Stand 8 

This 49.0-acre pasture has historically been used for grazing and hay production. Soil types in 
this stand include Orangeburg 2-5% and 5-8% slope. The grass is dominated bahiagrass. There is 
a sporadic perimeter in some places of trees and shrubs. 
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The open space has many recreational uses as described in Stand 3. This field also provides an 
excellent view for passing motorists on both I-10 and Miccosukee road. 

It will be necessary to decide if and for how long this field should be managed for hay or lawn. 
In either case manage this open field as described in Stand 3. 

Establish wildflower meadows as shown on the stand map and as described in the appendix 
and Stand 3.  The wildflower meadows can also be useful as habitat for the Eastern 
meadowlark.   

Bluebird boxes are located on the northern fence. These should be maintained as described in 
Stand 3. 

This is also good habitat for purple martins.  Continue to maintain the purple martin housing. 

The east side of the pasture should have a vegetative screen established as described in the 
previous Stand 3. 

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 9 

This upland hardwood stand is divided into two separate areas by stand 10 and 11. The acreage 
of these two areas is 5.4 and 22.4. Soil types are Blanton, Ocilla and Orangeburg 2-5% slope. 
Trees include live, southern red, post, water and laurel oak, mockernut hickory, loblolly, 
shortleaf, longleaf and spruce pines, black cherry, sweetgum, cherry laurel, tree sparkleberry, 
yaupon holly, Chickasaw plum, wax myrtle, winged sumac and eastern dogwood. Understory 
species include, greenbrier, wild grape vine, Carolina Jessamine, partridgeberry and ebony 
spleenwort. Also found was the invasive exotic plants Chinaberry, Chinese privet, Japanese 
climbing fern, silver buckthorn and Japanese honeysuckle. 

Oaks are the dominate trees in this stand. Small areas are dominated by pine. This stand most 
closely resembles an upland hardwood forest as described in “Guide to The Natural 
Communities of Florida.”  

This forest should not be burned. Preserve all snags where they are not a hazard.  

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  
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Stand 10 

This stand is a floodplain forest that is 2.0 acres and occurs on the Pelham soil type. An 
intermittent stream flows through the property. The dominate trees are red maple and laurel 
oak. Live oak, sweetgum, loblolly pine, water oak, persimmons, black gum, American holly, Ti-ti 
and the invasive exotic Chinese tallow are also found in this stand. Other plants found were 
wild grape vine, greenbrier, trumpet creeper and woods fern. 

This stand most closely resembles a bottomland forest as described in “Guide to The Natural 
Communities of Florida” (appendix).    

This stand has high esthetic value with its colorful red maple trees. Floodplain hardwoods 
associated with the intermittent stream will be maintained as natural communities to ensure 
their aesthetic and water quality and quantity control values. These communities will be 
maintained by natural water fluctuation.  

Control Chinese tallow and other exotics. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants 
specific to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Stand 11 

North of stand 10 is a 2.5 acre open field. The intermittent stream has been channelized into a 
drainage ditch. Soil types include Ocilla and Pelham. Plants found in this field include coastal 
Bermuda, dogfennel, aster, coastal broomsedge, passion vine, various other grasses and some 
shortleaf pine regeneration.  

Continue to let this stand succeed into forest and become part of stand 9. 

In the future it may be desirable to establish wildflower meadows in this stand as described in 
Stand 3 and the appendix. 

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 12 

This stand is three separate planted loblolly pine areas with sapling size trees. Their sizes are 
0.1, 0.5 and 0.5 acres. Soil types are Blanton and Orangeburg 2-5% slope. Loblolly pine is 
obviously the dominant plant. The understory is often absent because of thick pine needles and 
heavy shade. Scattered through the stand are blackberry, ebony spleenwort and laurel oak., 
Goldenrod saltbush, ragweed, bahiagrass, dogfennel and tickseed can be found In small 
openings or on the edges.  

These pine stands were planted in areas that were pasture. These trees were planted at 
densities that reflect the intention of thinning them for pulpwood when 15 years old. The small 
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size of these stands and the poor access to them now makes that difficult and thus not very 
economical. Options for now include thinning them out by cutting or girdling to kill some of 
them or leaving them as is to thin themselves out. The second option would of course stunt 
their growth and make them more susceptible to insect, disease and wildfire damage. 

Stand 13 

These are six fields on the south side of the greenway that are 1.7, 13.4, 11.6, 1.1 and 3.5 acres 
in size. The soil type is Orangeburg with 2-5 and 5-8% slopes.  

Plants include sand spurs, bahiagrass, goldenrod, love grass, broomsedge, shortleaf pine, 
sumac, laurel oak, dotted horse mint, golden aster, blue mist, blazing star, saltbush, oxalis, 
pokeweed, blackberry, vetch, dogfennel and Bermuda grass. Also found, were the invasive 
exotic plants kudzu, crotalaria, Johnson grass and Japanese climbing fern. 

In some areas shortleaf pines are invading the fields. To counter this pine invasion, mow, burn 
and/or graze these fields on an annual basis to maintain as a tall grass meadow. This will 
benefit many species of wildlife. 

Kudzu has invaded large areas of these fields. Kudzu control techniques can be found in the the 
Canopy Road section found latter in this plan. 

This area has kudzu that grows into the Miccosukee canopy road zone and stand A. There are 
also many Chinaberry trees and only a few other mature native trees. An option would be to 
prescribe burn under hot conditions to kill back the Chinaberry and kudzu and then follow up 
with herbicide and/or grazing. This area could then be maintained as a vista from the road by 
prescribed fire and/or mowing. Note that this type of burning may kill some of the established 
native trees but could be considered as an acceptable loss. Management techniques for 
invasive exotic plants specific to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida 
Exotic Pest Plant Council (http://www.fleppc.org).  

The edge of these fields should have a vegetative buffer planted on the south boarder of the 
greenway property. These borders will also provide more edge and travel corridors for wildlife.  

The rest of the fields should be maintained as meadows for wildlife. Mowed paths could be 
maintained through the fields. In the future it may be desirable to establish wildflower 
meadows in this stand. 

Bluebird boxes are on the northern fence. These should be maintained as described in Stand 3.  

Stand 14 

Bisecting and bordering the open fields are strands of forest. The acreage of these strands are 
10.8, 0.5 and 0.3. Soil types include mostly Orangeburg 2-5 and 5-8% slopes and a small amount 
of Wagram. Trees present include loblolly and shortleaf pines, water oak, live oak, laurel oak, 
southern red oak, mockernut hickory, black cherry, sweetgum, cherry laurel, elderberry, 
sugarberry, dogwood, winged sumac and Chickasaw plum. Understory plants included broom 
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sedge, greenbrier, partridgeberry, blackberry, ebony spleenwort, coral bean, blue mist, 
goldenrod, Jessamine, American beautyberry. Also found, were the invasive exotic plant 
mimosa, kudzu and Japanese honeysuckle.  

Prescribe burn if convenient.  

For access roads on this field, it is recommended that they be kept to the perimeter of the field.  
This will help with the aesthetic quality of the viewshed.  Care should always be taken to keep 
the roads form creating erosion problems.  See Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in the 
appendix for erosion control techniques. 

Stand 15 

This stand is a 11.0-acre upland hardwood stand. Soil types include Wagram and Orangeburg 2-
5 and 5-8% slopes. Common trees include loblolly and shortleaf pines, live, southern red, water 
and laurel oak, mockernut hickory, black cherry, cherry laurel and eastern dogwood. 
Understory species include, greenbrier, Carolina Jessamine, bracken fern ebony spleenwort and 
grapevine. Also found, was the invasive exotic plant silver buckthorn. Soil types include Wagram 
and Orangeburg 2-5 and 5-8% slopes. 

This stand most closely resembles a upland hardwood forest as described in the Guide to The 
Natural Communities of Florida. This forest should not be burned. Preserve all snags where they 
are not a hazard.  

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Stand 16 

This stand is a 1.1-acre pine stand. The soil type is Wagram. Loblolly and shortleaf pine are the 
dominate overstory trees. They have been thinned in the past to a seed tree density. The 
understory is thick and generally “head high.” Southern red oak, laurel oak and mockernut 
hickory are common in the understory. Blackberry, greenbrier and St, Johns wort also are in the 
understory.  

This stand most closely resembles a upland pine forest as described in the “Guide to The 
Natural Communities of Florida” (appendix).   

Probably because of the isolated nature of this stand it has not been burned frequently enough 
to continue maintaining this as a pine stand. A decision should be made if this stand is to be 
converted into a hardwood stand or pine. If this stand is allowed to convert, burn it along with 
stand 11. If not, this stand should be burned on a 2-3 year rotation. The first burn should occur 
in winter. Subsequent burns should occur in the spring or early summer. Firelines should be 
established and maintained around this stand. 
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Stand 17 

This stand is a 45.6-acre upland hickory-oak-pine forest stand. Soil types include Wagram and 
Orangeburg 2-5 and 5-8% slopes. Dominant trees are mockernut hickory, post oak, southern 
red oak, black oak, and shortleaf pine. Other trees found in the stand include loblolly pine, 
Chickasaw plum, black gum, eastern dogwood, water oak, laurel oak, basswood, rusty black-
haw, sweetgum, sassafras, white oak, sugarberry, red buckeye, Florida chinquapin, fringe tree, 
hawthorn, southern crabapple, red mulberry, wax myrtle, black cherry and winged sumac. 
Understory plants include pawpaw, sensitive vine, wild grape vine, Virginia creeper, greenbrier, 
morning glory, blue eyed grass, purple phlox, lyre-leaved sage, woods violet, milkweed, poison 
ivy, Panicum spp., stinging nettle, blackberry, runner oak, goldenrod, American beautyberry, 
bracken fern, blue mist, snake root, butterfly pea, golden aster, bahiagrass, coral bean, ebony 
spleenwort, squaw root and skull cap. 

This stand most closely resembles a upland hardwood forest as described in “Guide to The 
Natural Communities of Florida” (appendix).  Detailed examination of the text shows that this 
upland hardwood forest has a different species composition than the one described. This 
community appears to be unusual in its composition. The “Notes on the History of the North 
Florida Red Oak Woods” (Platt and Schwartz, 1990) describes an upland forest found in North 
Florida that is considered to be a “high hammock zone between upslope sand/clay hills and 
midslope hammock . . . in which low intensity fires occur every one to two decade.” This 
document also references accounts by observers in the early 1900s who listed typical high 
hammock species in the Tallahassee Red Hills as shortleaf pine, southern red oak, post oak, 
black oak, eastern dogwood and mockernut hickory. Further reference is made in this 
document to the fact that this type of forest has suffered a fate similar to the longleaf wiregrass 
plant community, which has been reduced to an estimated 3 percent of its former distribution. 
The fact that high hammock forest community grows on fertile upland soil explains the 
motivation for native Americans and European settlers alike to convert such forests to 
cultivated fields. The Miccosukee Greenway thus has an enviable opportunity to conserve and 
showcase this now-rare community. 

This stand has likely been burned and logged in the last few decades. It is questionable if this 
site had been farmed in a long time, if ever. From an ecological perspective it is believed that 
fire has played a role in establishing and maintaining this upland species association that is 
referenced in early descriptions of the North Florida landscape. Observations made by botanist 
of this high hammock community during the fire suppression decades of the early 1900s 
chronicle bottomland hardwood invasion of the pine-oak-hickory woods, particularly by loblolly 
pine, water oak and diamond leaf (laurel) oak. 

Prescribe burn this stand on something varying around a 3-year burn interval. Time of year for 
prescribed burning should vary as when managing other pine/hardwood stands. This stand 
should be closely studied as to changes in species composition, abundance and size. This 
prescribed fire recommendation is based on information provided by Kevin Robertson, Ph.D., 
Fire Ecology Research Scientist at Tall Timbers Research Station. References supporting his 
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position is included in the appendix.  

Stand 18 

This stand consists of 2.4-acre and 1.8-acre units of upland loblolly pine-sweetgum woodlands. 
The soil type is Orangeburg with a 2-5% slope. Besides the dominate loblolly pine and co-
dominate sweetgum the trees water oak, Devils walking stick, sugarberry, cheery laurel and 
elderberry were found in this stand. The invasive exotic trees Chinaberry and Tung oil were also 
found. Understory plants included American beautyberry, greenbrier, ebony spleen wort, 
trumpet creeper, poison ivy and the invasive exotics Japanese climbing fern and Japanese 
honeysuckle. 

Densities are high in this sapling size stand. To reduce densities, reduce the fire hazard and 
increase forage for wildlife, control burning should be done on a 2-3 year rotation. Do the first 
burns in January-March. Following burns can be done in January-March or April and May if 
weather conditions are right.  

Within this stand there is an old house site.  At this site the plant community has been greatly 
altered by human activity.  Species of trees found on this site are dogwood, red cedar, 
sugarberry, black cherry, sweetgum, laurel oak, black walnut and the invasive exotics 
Chinaberry and tung-tree.  Other plants included grapevine, greenbrier, ebony spleenwort and 
the invasive exotic plant Japanese honeysuckle. 

This old house site area would make a good location for a wildflower opening.  It is already very 
disturbed by human activity.  This would involve opening the site up by removing and killing 
both trees and ground cover plants.  To do this have a forester mark the trees to remove.  Then 
cut and herbicide stumps of trees to kill them.  The following fall harrow the site and establish 
wildflowers as described in the appendix. 

Manage any invasive exotics plants. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific 
to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Stand 19 

This stand is 82.3 acres. Soil types include Albany, Lucy, Norfolk, and Orangeburg 2-5 and 5-8% 
slopes. Species of trees found include water oak, loblolly and shortleaf pine, sweetgum, 
American holly, live oak dogwood, tree sparkleberry, wax myrtle, southern red oak, sumac, 
American beech and red maple. Understory plants include greenbrier, trumpet creeper vine, 
American beautyberry, blackberry, coral bean, partridgeberry, resurrection fern, crotalaria, 
pokeweed, evening primrose, pawpaw, poison ivy, dogfennel, butterfly pea, white aster, 
blackberry, deer moss, golden aster, Indian pipe and horse mint. The invasive exotics Tung oil, 
mimosa, silver buckthorn and Japanese climbing fern were also found. 

Within this stand there is an old house site. At this site the plant community has been greatly 
altered by human activity. Species of trees found on this site are dogwood, red cedar, 
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sugarberry, black cherry, sweetgum, laurel oak, black walnut and the invasive exotics 
Chinaberry and Tung-tree. Other plants included grapevine, greenbrier, ebony spleenwort and 
the invasive exotic plant Japanese honeysuckle. 

The old house site area would make a good location for a wildflower opening. It is already 
disturbed by human activity. This would involve opening up the site by removing and killing 
both trees and ground cover plants. A forester should mark the trees to be removed. The 
stumps of trees should be treated with herbicide to kill them. The following fall, the site should 
be harrowed to establish wildflowers. 

Kudzu has invaded the south east corner of Stand 19. Management techniques for invasive 
exotic plants specific to Florida can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest 
Plant Council (http://www.fleppc.org).  

This stand should be prescribe burned on a 2-3 year rotation. The first burn should be in the 
cool winter months. Later burns should be done in the spring and winter. Leave a buffer strip 
30-50 feet wide along the east side (the side that borders the subdivision) of this stand. 

Stand 20 

This 53.4 acre stand is an upland pine-oak-hickory forest. It occurs on the Orangeburg and 
Norfolk soil types. Shortleaf and loblolly pine are the dominate overstory trees. There are a few 
slash and longleaf pines. Hardwoods present include water oak, live oak, laurel oak, southern 
red oak, post oak, mockernut hickory, black cherry, sweetgum, mimosa, Southern magnolia, 
sassafras, Chinaberry, American holly, tree sparkleberry, winged sumac, waxy myrtle, 
persimmon, red maple and Chickasaw plum. 

Understory plants included broomsedge, greenbrier, St. Johns wort, chalky bluestem, 
partridgeberry, pokeweed, ragweed, crotalaria, blackberry, spleenwort, goldenrod, coral bean, 
blue mist, American beautyberry, butterfly-weed, milkweed, phlox, trumpet creeper, Japanese 
climbing fern, bahiagrass, dotted horse mint and Chinese wisteria. 

This stand most closely resembles a upland pine forest as described in “Guide to The Natural 
Communities of Florida” (appendix).    

This stand has been managed in the past for quail and timber production. In recent times the 
area was logged to what is known as a seed tree cut. This has resulted in a very low density of 
mature trees. The low density of mature trees has resulted in much sunlight reaching the 
vegetation at the ground level. Natural regeneration of pines has already started and appears 
adequate in most areas. Hardwoods have also sprouted up and are very dense in some areas, 
and there is a well-developed herbaceous layer. This area was most likely a mixed pine-
hardwood stand prior to human cultivation. Both longleaf pine and wiregrass were probably 
previously abundant in this stand prior to cultivation and fire suppression. 

To maintain and return this stand to a more “natural state” four things must occur: 

1. Fire should continue to occur on a 2-3 year rotation. This will create frequent low 
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intensity fires that will favor an open pine-oak hickory forest that will be dominated by 
pines. Traditionally the plantations burned in the late winter. Fires should be expanded 
to year round with the majority occurring in April, May and June. 

2. Young pine tree densities should be increased to approximately 300 trees per acre. This 
density should be variable. This could be accomplished by using the natural 
regeneration process already in process and by planting pines. 

3. Longleaf pine and wiregrass should be reestablished. Planting longleaf in open areas in 
concert with some type of herbaceous competition control could be used to increase 
the densities. 

4. Control invasive exotics. 

Natural regeneration of pines is occurring on this stand. The process of natural regeneration 
can be summarized below. Currently this stand is at steps 6 and 7. 

1. Selecting seed trees. Before the site is logged, seed trees must be selected and marked 
with paint. Selection means choosing the best-looking trees for seed trees -- trees which 
are the straightest and tallest and have large crowns (lots of green needles) and no 
disease.  

The number to leave on the site will vary according to species (see Table 2). More seed 
trees are required for longleaf pine because it is not a prolific seed producer and its 
large seeds are often eaten by animals (Williston and Balmer 1974). Trees should be 
well-spaced over the site to allow even distribution of seed.  

2. Planning for a good seed crop. The frequency of good seed crops varies from year to 
year and species to species (Table 1). To insure successful natural regeneration, the site 
should be logged just prior to a good seed crop. You can observe the seed crop by 
looking through binoculars in the spring or early summer and counting cones to 
determine the crop for the fall or looking at conelets to predict next year's crop. 
Conelets resemble small pink or light green cones and are located near the ends of the 
branches; cones are green and are located further in on the branches. Both conelets and 
cones are in the top 2/3 of the tree crown.  

3. Logging. The landowner should supervise the logging operation especially to insure that 
the seed trees are not damaged by the logging. Damaged trees may die or not produce a 
good seed crop.  

4. Prepare the site. The site must be prepared to first incorporate the forest litter (organic 
matter) and then expose mineral soil -- seeds need soil to germinate and grow. Some 
site preparation options are to burn, mechanically scarify, and/or spray with herbicides 
(see Fact Sheet FOR-37, Site Preparation: Alternatives for Plantation Establishment, Jack 
et al 1984 and Special Series FOR-10, Vegetation Management in Florida's Private Non-
industrial Forests, Campbell and Long 1995). The soil needs to be exposed prior to 
October, when most seeds fall from the trees. Sometimes the logging operation is 
enough of a disturbance to expose the soil. However, the completeness and intensity of 
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the site preparation may improve seedling establishment especially during periods of 
poor seed crop or drought (Lohrey and Jones 1983).  

5. Log remaining trees. When an adequate seedling stand is established (e.g., at least 500 
trees per acre) and the seedlings are 1-2 years old, the seed trees should be harvested 
(Boyer 1979). If this harvesting is delayed, seed trees may affect the growth of the 
seedlings and logging may damage the seedlings. For longleaf pine the seed trees may 
be left. If necessary, hand-plant areas that don’t achieve sufficient regeneration. 

6. Control unwanted vegetation. Shrubs, small trees, and herbaceous vegetation will 
compete with small seedlings for nutrients, water, and sunlight causing mortality or 
slower growth. For the first few years, the planting site should be observed to see if this 
unwanted vegetation is affecting seedling growth and survival and measures should be 
taken to control the weeds. Chemical control, hand-cutting, and mowing are three 
possible methods of control.  

7. Prescribe burn. It will not be possible to burn until the pine regeneration gets tall 
enough to survive a fire, unless a heavy regeneration of longleaf pine occurs and want 
only longleaf to survive. Longleaf pine seedlings can survive fire when in the grass stage 
and then again after they average six feet in height. When other pine species reach 
approximately 25 feet tall, have a forester check to see if prescribed burning can begin. 
Burn as described above. 

Table 2:  Minimum number of seed trees to leave for natural regeneration and the 
frequency of seed crops for each pine species.b

Pine 

 

Species 
Number of Seed Trees  

to Leave per acre  
Frequency 

of Seed Crop (yrs.) 
 Diameter of seed tree (inches)  

 10 12 14 16+  

Slash 12 9 6 4 every 3 years 

Loblolly 12 9 6 4 every 1-3 years 

Longleaf 55 38 28 21 every 3-5 years 
 

The objective is to control hardwoods with fire but to keep fire out long enough so that the 
regenerated pines survive and increase densities. Based on this, a cool winter prescribed fire is 
recommended first. Follow this fire in 2-3 years with other cautious fires. 

To replant areas where pine seedling densities are low bare root or tubling longleaf pine 
seedlings can be used. To get them to survive, adjacent herbaceous and hardwood vegetation 
will need to be controlled. This can best be accomplished by burning the site, planting the 

b Williston and Balmer, 1974. 
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seedlings and then spot spraying with a herbicide over the tops of newly planted seedlings in 
the spring. Spray 7 oz./acre of Arsenal herbicide in the spring over the tops of the seedlings. 
Failure to do this will result in high mortality rates and for those trees that survive, an extended 
period in the grass stage (up to 20 years as opposed to 2-3 years). Plant the longleaf pine on the 
upland areas in early December at a rate of 450 trees per acre. This will be approximately a 
9X10 foot spacing. Research has shown that longleaf pine does most of its root growth in 
November and December. The best survival rates and growth has occurred when trees were 
planted in early December after the winter rains begin.  

Have a forester reevaluate the property in five years to determine the need for future forestry 
needs. Before burning, seek authorization from the FFF and contact the Leon County 
Department of Development Support & Environmental Management before beginning any 
work on site except prescribe burning and fireline plowing. All operations must comply with 
Section 208 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Best Management Practices. Current 
Water Management District policy for BMP's directs any and all enforcement proceedings 
against the landowner. 

 Control invasive exotics. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific to Florida 
can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Stand 21 

This is a drainage way that is 7.8 acres and occurs in the Plummer soil type.  Trees found in this 
stand include black gum, sweetgum, loblolly bay, mockernut hickory, loblolly pine, titi, red 
maple, laurel oak, American holly, live oak, black cherry, tree sparkleberry, wax myrtle, white 
oak, eastern dogwood and water oak.  Understory plants included grasses, greenbrier, trumpet 
creeper, wild grapevine, poison ivy, blackberry, partridgeberry, St. Johns wort and the invasive 
exotics Japanese climbing fern and silver buckthorn.  The mockernut hickories, white oaks and 
dogwoods generally occurred on drier areas on the very edge of this stand.  Grasses were very 
common in the understory.  Titi was often found in scattered dense thickets. 

This stand most closely resembles a bottomland forest as described in “Guide to The Natural 
Communities of Florida” (appendix).        
 
Control invasive exotics. Management techniques for invasive exotic plants specific to Florida 
can be found in the appendix or through the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
(http://www.fleppc.org).  

Canopy Road Zone 

The Canopy Road Protection Zone is a regulated zone 100 feet from the centerline to either 
side of the road that was designated to protect the historical significance of the road and the 
canopy trees and understory native vegetation.  Current management includes tree trimming 
and dead tree removal for safety and some tree planting to maintain the tree canopy. This 
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forested corridor is generally hardwood dominated.  Prescribed fire, was until recently, a 
common vegetation management technique used in the canopy road zone.  Now fire is kept out 
of the area west of  I-10.  This area includes all the soil types listed in the soils section of the 
plan except the  Norfolk soil with a 5-8% slope and the Orangeburg with a slope of 8-12%.  
Trees include water, live, laurel, southern red and post oaks, mockernut hickory, pecan, black 
cherry, cherry laurel, sweetgum, shortleaf, longleaf and loblolly pines, southern magnolia, black 
gum, sugarberry, sassafras, eastern dogwood, red cedar, hawthorn, American holly, red maple, 
tree sparkleberry, winged sumac, red elderberry, wax myrtle, persimmon, southern crab apple, 
Chickasaw plum and the invasive exotic trees Chinaberry, mimosa, tung oil tree and Chinese 
tallow.  Understory plants include American beautyberry, wild grapevine, greenbrier, Virginia 
creeper, pepper vine, Carolina Jessamine, ragweed, ebony spleenwort, aster, blue mist, coral 
bean, partridgeberry, blackberry, and the invasive exotic plants lugustrum, kudzu, Chinese 
privet, bahiagrass and silver buckthorn. 

This protected area provides historic and aesthetic values to the community. West of  I-10, 
where it has not already, it will be allowed to naturally succeed without prescribed burning into 
an oak dominated hardwood forest.  East of  I-10 fire, will be used on upland sites to promote 
historic viewscapes.  Note, fire can damage trees and special care should be taken to remove 
trees that become a hazardous along the road from fire damage.  Only native plants will be 
encouraged.  Pruning and tree removal will continue where necessary for safety on the road 
and for powerlines.  Invasive exotic plants will be controlled and eliminated. 

For control of Chinese tallow see the appendix or the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council web page 
at (http://www.fleppc.org).  

Kudzu has continued to invade the property along the south side of Miccosukee road. Kudzu is 
a very tenacious weed that is extremely difficult to control and if left unchecked will only get 
worse.  Control methods include mowing, grazing, burning and herbicide.  Burning will not 
control kudzu but when used with other methods, it can help.  Mowing will work if the kudzu is 
mowed repeatedly over a couple of years like a lawn.  Grazing can be used to reduce and 
exhaust the kudzu which can then be killed with repeated spot applications of herbicide.   
 
Glyphosate, chlopyralid (Transline), metsulfuron (Escort) and aminopyralid (Milestone VM) can 
be used to control kudzu. Follow label directions and precautions.  

Glyphosate (5% solution) can be an effective option for small stands growing up poles or fences 
in residential areas. However, glyphosate is weak on kudzu and repeat applications will be 
necessary. Likewise, clopyralid (Transline) is effective on young stands were kudzu is not well 
established. Clopyralid (21 fl. oz/A or 0.5% solution) is more effective than glyphosate and is 
safe to apply near trees, but can only be used in selected north Florida counties (see Transline 
label for specifications). Metsulfuron (Escort 4 oz/A) and aminopyralid (Milestone VM 7 fl. oz/A) 
are highly effective on kudzu and commonly approach 100% control. Metsulfuron may cause 
damage to selected hardwoods if applied over the rootzone.  
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TIMETABLE OF MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Stand Timetable Action 

1 Periodically 
Mow and/or mitigation-mow (bush-hog) on a two to three year 
rotation 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

2 Annually Maintain bluebird nest boxes 

 As needed Mow grass 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

3 Annually Maintain bluebird and purple martin nest boxes 

 Annually Evaluate need to plant loblolly pine seedlings for vegetative screen 

 Annually Evaluate need to plant broadleaf seedlings for vegetative screen 

 Annually Evaluate wildflower management results 

 As needed Mow grass 

 Always Control invasive exotic plants 

4 Periodically Mow and/or mitigation-mow on a two to three year rotation 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

5 Annually Maintain bluebird nest boxes 

 As needed Mow grass 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

6 Annually Mow the stand 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

7 Always Control invasive exotics 

8 Annually Maintain bluebird and purple martin nest boxes 

 Annually Evaluate need to plant loblolly pine seedlings for vegetative screen 

 Annually Evaluate need to plant broadleaf seedlings for vegetative screen 

 As needed Mow grass or harvest hay 

 Annually 
Evaluate wildflower management results and effectiveness of 
Eastern Meadowlark habitat 

 Always Control invasive exotics 
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Stand Timetable Action 

9 Always Control invasive exotics 

10 Always Control invasive exotics 

11 Always 
Continue to let forest succession convert this stand into becoming 
part of stand 9 

12 2012-2014 Thin stand 

13 Annually Complete successional disking and planting of wildlife food plots 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

14 Always Control invasive exotics 

15 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

16 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

17 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

18 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

19 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

20 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

 Eventually Plant longleaf pines 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

21 
Every 2-3 
years Prescribe burn 

 Always Control invasive exotics 

All 
Stands Annually Establish and/or maintain firelines during the winter 

Appendix B-23



STAND MAP SUMMARY 

STAND 1 Upland Pine-Oak-Hickory Forest 68.2 acres 13.6% 

STAND 2 Open Fields (north) 8.2 acres 1.6% 

STAND 3 Open Field 44.8 acres 8.9%  

STAND 4 Upland Oak-Pine Forest 39.9 acres 7.9% 

STAND 5 Church Field 5.4 acres 1.1% 

STAND 6 Live Oak Savanna 3.2 acres 0.6% 

STAND 7 Canopy South of Field 8 2.8 acres 0.6% 

STAND 8 Open Field  49.0 acre  9.7% 

STAND 9 Two Separate Upland Hardwood 27.8 acres 5.5% 

STAND 10 Floodplain Forest 2.0 acres 0.4% 

STAND 11 Open Field 2.5 acres 0.5% 

STAND 12 Planted Loblolly 1.0 acres 0.2% 

STAND 13 Open Fields (south) 31.3 acres 6.2% 

STAND 14 Forest Edges 11.6 acres 2.3% 

STAND 15 Upland Hardwood Stand 11.0 acres 2.2% 

STAND 16 Pine Stand 1.1 acres 0.2% 

STAND 17 Upland Hickory-Oak-Pine Forest 45.6 acres 9.1% 

STAND 18 Upland Loblolly-Sweetgum Forest 4.2 acres 0.8% 

STAND 19 Upland Oak-Pine Forest 82.3 acres 16.4% 

STAND 20 Upland Pine-Oak-Hickory Forest 53.4 acres 10.6%  

STAND 21 Floodplain Forest 7.8 acres 1.6% 

 Total 503.4 acres 

WILDFLOWER MEADOWS 

Historically, Florida’s landscape was awash with color from spring through fall. Fire-maintained 
pinelands, fallow agricultural fields, and marshy areas around lakes and rivers produced an 
abundance of bunch grasses and flowering forbs. Even though much of this legacy has been lost 
due to the rapid urbanization of the state, it is possible to reclaim some of Florida’s colorful 
past in and around the places where people live, work, and play. Some of the benefits of 
growing wildflowers and native grasses include: enhanced recreational and educational 
experiences for children, more songbirds, butterflies and other wildlife, and the restoration of a 
special sense of natural history close to home. 

Appendix B-24



To successfully establish and manage wildflowers and native grasses in meadow-like groupings, 
it’s helpful to consider how they grow in their natural habitats. Although wildflowers bloom just 
about all year long in the Red Hills Region, there are two major blooming periods, each 
characterized by a particular pattern of growth.  

Spring/Early Summer 

In the spring and early summer the showy, sun-loving annuals and perennials such as blanket 
flower, lance-leaf coreopsis and black-eyed Susan, are common in the Red Hills, especially along 
state roads where they have been planted by FDOT. Showy evening primrose, Drummond phlox 
lyre-leaf sage, spiderwort and butterfly weed are also commonly observed. The height of this 
plant community varies from one to three feet.  

Late Summer/Fall  

During the late summer and fall, the dominant wildflowers of the upland pine and oldfield 
communities are tall perennials (three to four feet) such as blazing star, goldenrod, aster, 
Eupatoriums, and agalinis. These are tough plants which intermingle with native bunch grasses 
such as Indian grass, lop-sided Indian grass, broomsedge, split-beard bluestem, little bluestem, 
switch grass, and plume grass. The grasses support the tall, lanky wildflowers and provide 
interesting textures and beautiful russet, tan and golden hues. 

Establishment Methods 

Of the three common meadow establishment methods -- planting seedlings, direct seeding, and 
natural regeneration -- the latter two are recommended for meadow areas in the Greenway. 
The planting of seedlings is cost prohibitive in all but the smallest areas. 

Natural Regeneration for Fall Blooming Meadows 

Natural regeneration relies on existing native grasses and wildflowers in the area as seed 
sources. This method would be most appropriate for establishing old field and fall blooming 
communities. Broomsedge, little bluestem, Indian grass, goldenrod, blazing star, and asters are 
common in greenway fields and should increase in numbers under a favorable management 
regime. Existing pasture areas are simply released from mowing and grazing. Mowing and/or 
burning can then be timed to favor the reproduction of desired vegetation. Because intensive 
site preparation is not required for this method, the initial establishment costs are lower than 
the other methods. If, after a few years, natural regeneration doesn’t produce the diversity of 
desired species, direct seeding and planting of seedlings can be implemented in selected areas 
to create reliable seed sources.  

Procedures 

First year 

1. Mow existing pasture grasses in September. Scalp the area using the lowest possible 
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cutting height.  
2. Remove cuttings to reduce the fertility of the site. 
3. Lightly harrow (to expose mineral soil) when surrounding native grasses and wildflowers 

begin to go to seed. This usually occurs during the month of October and into early 
November. 

4. Mow the area again in June. Mow no lower than 8 to 10 inches so as not to disturb the 
crowns of new forb and grass seedlings. A flail mower is very effective for controlling the 
height of the cut. 

5. Remove the cuttings. 

Second Year 

1. Mow the area in June. Mow no lower than 8 to 10 inches. 
2. Remove the cuttings. 

Third Year 

Repeat Second Year Steps. 

Long-Term Management for Fall Blooming Meadows 

During the fourth year, assess the species diversity of meadow areas and revise the 
management plan, if necessary, to include direct seeding and seedling planting of desirable 
species that have not become established from surrounding seed sources (contact the Leon 
County Extension Service for more information about these methods). 

Continue to implement the Second Year Steps as listed above, if effective, or revise the mowing 
schedule to address the particular conditions and circumstances of each site. For instance, 
some meadow units may benefit from two cuttings per year rather than one, while other units 
might benefit by cutting once every second or third year. This is also a good time to consider 
the use of other management techniques such as controlled burning and selective herbiciding. 
Factors to consider include: effects on species diversity, environmental impacts, and costs.  

Direct Seeding for Spring Blooming Meadows 

Because naturally occurring stands of spring blooming wildflowers are uncommon in the 
greenway it is recommended that these communities be established by direct seeding. 
Currently, there are no suppliers of Florida grown wildflower seed so suppliers will have to be 
found in other states (see list of suppliers in the “Wildflowers in Florida” booklet in the 
appendix). Recommended species for Greenway planting include: blanket flower (Gaillardia 
pulchella), black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), lance-leafed coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata), 
tickseed (Coreopsis tinctoria), drummond phlox (Phlox drummondii), and showy evening 
primrose (Oenothera speciosa). Given the soil type and square footage of the planting areas, 
the seed supplier will formulate the above species mix and provide seeding rates. 
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Procedures 

Site preparation 

1. Herbicide the area in early August with glyphosate and let sit for one month. 
2. Scalp the area with a mower to one inch and remove the cuttings. 
3. Let the area sit for one month, allowing weed seeds to germinate.  
4. Apply herbicide again. 
5. Allow the area to sit until ready to plant. 

Planting 

The recommended planting period for North Florida is late November through December). 

1. Lightly scarify the area by scalping with a mower to 1 inch or by dragging a section of 
chain-link fence. 

2. Broadcast seed (at the rate recommended by the seed supplier) evenly over the area. 
3. Obtain good seed soil contact by lightly raking or by dragging with a section of chain link 

fence. Rolling the area with a sod roller is highly recommended for maximum seed soil 
contact. With adequate rainfall, seeds will begin to germinate within 30 to 60 days. 
Most wildflowers will bloom the first spring after planting. The annuals will be the first 
to bloom with the perennial coming on shortly after. The peak blooming season is in 
April and May with secondary blooming continuing throughout the summer months. 

Follow up maintenance 

1. Spring blooming meadows can be mowed after peak bloom when seeds have matured. 
This will dispense seeds throughout the area. Mow no lower than 8 to 10 inches so as 
not to disturb the crowns of established plants.  

2. Mow the area again in late winter (late February or early March). 
3. Remove the cuttings. 

Long term management of spring blooming meadows 

Due to the unreliable seed production and seed viability of non-Florida ecotypes, spring 
blooming meadows planted with wildflower seed from out of state suppliers tend to be 
ephemeral in nature and may have to be replanted every third or fourth year. Follow the 
instructions for steps 1 through 4 as necessary. Replant with native Florida ecotypes if possible. 

 
Eastern Meadowlark: Habitat Development and Access Management Plan 

 
The eastern meadowlark is a medium sized native songbird of American grasslands. It displays a 
brilliant yellow breast with a large black V in the center. In flight it is dark brown with flashing 
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white feathers at the sides of the tail. It sings an attractive song from elevated perches in the 
spring and summer. 

This plan has two goals. The first is to foster habitat in the Greenway system that will allow the 
eastern meadowlark to overwinter, and eventually breed, in the Greenways. The second is to 
create access to meadowlark areas for a wide range of individuals, especially those for whom 
long distance walking or bicycling is not possible. Families with young children, older 
individuals, or anyone with reduced mobility will benefit from this approach.  

The first goal can be achieved by creating meadowlark habitat through mowing schedule 
manipulation. Meadowlarks require areas of predominantly grassy cover with a very low 
incidence of other plants, including broadleaf forbs, shrubs, and trees. The ideal grass height is 
10 to 20 inches. The minimum preferred size of the area is 10 to 20 acres. However, larger 
acreage is needed to sustain viable populations.  

The preferred grass height for overwintering can be achieved by performing the final mowing of 
the year in August or early September. Additionally, by leaving some areas un-mowed until the 
middle of July the following season, breeding by meadowlarks can be encouraged. 
Meadowlarks are known to breed in adjoining counties in Florida, but not in Leon County. 
Another native bird that will benefit from this regime is the loggerhead shrike. 

The second goal of this plan can be achieved by creating these managed areas close to parking 
areas in the Greenways. Creating suitable habitat throughout the Greenways will benefit the 
meadowlark, whose numbers have been diminishing over the last few decades. Creating 
habitat close to trailheads will allow enjoyment of this avian resource by the largest spectrum 
of users.  

Sources:   
Habitat Suitability Index Models: Eastern Meadowlark, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Landowner’s Guide: Grassland Birds, Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
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APPENDIX E 
FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 
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June 8, 2011 
 
Ms. Robin Turner 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 
 
Dear Ms. Turner: 
 
This letter is in response to your request for listed species occurrence records and 
critical habitats for your project (Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway) located in 
Leon County, Florida.  Records from The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s database indicate that listed species occurrence data are located 
within the project area.  Enclosed are 8.5 x 11 maps showing listed species 
locations, SHCA’s for Cooper’s hawk and the swallow-tailed kite, prioritized 
SHCA’s, species richness, priority wetlands for listed species, and land cover for the 
project area. 
 
This letter and attachments should not be considered as a review or an assessment 
of the impact upon threatened or endangered species of the project site. It provides 
FWC’s most current data regarding the location of listed species and their 
associated habitats. 
 
Our fish and wildlife location data represents only those occurrences recorded by 
FWC staff and other affiliated researchers.  It is important to understand that our 
database does not necessarily contain records of all listed species that may occur in 
a given area.  Also, data on certain species, such as gopher tortoises, are not 
entered into our database on a site-specific basis.  Therefore, one should not 
assume that an absence of occurrences in our database indicates that 
species of significance do not occur in the area. 
 
The Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) maintains a separate database of 
listed plant and wildlife species, please contact FNAI directly for specific 
information on the location of element occurrences within the project area.  Because 
FNAI is funded to provide information to public agencies only, you may be required 
to pay a fee for this information.  County-wide listed species information can be 
located at their website (http://www.fnai.org). 
 
Please credit the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission in any 
publication or presentation of these data.  If you have any questions or further 
requests, please contact me at (850) 488-0588 or gisrequests@myfwc.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jan Stearns 
Staff Assistant 
 
 
js 
2011_5709 
Enclosures 
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APPENDIX F 
FLORIDA DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES, FLORIDA MASTER SITE FILE REPORT 
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500 South Bronough Street  •  Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250  •  www.flheritage.com/preservation/sitefile 
850.245.6440 ph    |    850.245.6439 fax    |    SiteFile@dos.state.fl.us 

 
 

 
 

 
This record search is for informational purposes only and does NOT constitute a 
project review. This search only identifies resources recorded at the Florida Master 
Site File and does NOT provide project approval from the Division of Historical 

Resources. Contact the Compliance and Review Section of the Division of Historical 
Resources at 850-245-6333 for project review information. 
 

 
June 6, 2011 
 
Robin L. Turner 
Office of Greenways and Trails 
3900 Commonwealth Blvd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000 
Phone: 850.245.2052 
Email: robin.turner@dep.state.fl.us 
 
In response to your inquiry of May 31, 2011, the Florida Master Site File lists one previously recorded 
archaeological site, one resource group, one historic cemetery, and no standing structures found within or 
intersecting the Miccosukee Canopy Road Greenway located in Leon County: 
 
When interpreting the results of our search, please consider the following information: 
 
 This search area may contain unrecorded archaeological sites, historical structures 

or other resources even if previously surveyed for cultural resources. 
 

 Because vandalism and looting are common at Florida sites, we ask that you limit 
the distribution of location information on archaeological sites. 

 

 While many of our records document historically significant resources, the 
documentation of a resource at the Florida Master Site File does not necessarily 
mean the resource is historically significant. 

 

 Federal, state and local laws require formal environmental review for most 
projects.  This search DOES NOT constitute such a review. If your project falls 
under these laws, you should contact the Compliance and Review Section of the 
Division of Historical Resources at 850-245-6333. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions regarding the results of this search. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chris Fowler 
Archaeological Data Analyst 
Florida Master Site File 
cgfowler@dos.state.fl.us 
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                                                                       SURVEY REPORT                                                                        
------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------- -------
SURVNO                                                  TITLE                                                                  AUTHOR                  PUBDATE
------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------------------- -------
545    ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITE ASSESSMENT SURVEY OF TALLAHASSEE-LEON 201 CONVEYANCE PIPELINE ROUTE JONES, B. CALVIN *                       1978   
6637   A CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT OF THE STATE ROAD 8 (INTERSTATE 10) PD&E STUDY FROM SR 10 (US 90) INTER CAUSEY, PHILLIP D.                       2001   
      CHANGE IN GADSDEN COUNTY, TO SR 10 (US 90) MAHAN DRIVE INTERCHANGE IN LEON COUNTY
8061   CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY: PROPOSED CELL TOWER #100804-2 TRINITY CHURCH, TALLAHASSEE, LEON COUNTY, FLOR CARLSON, BETSY                           2001   
      IDA
13530  CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY EASTERN TRANSMISSION LINE LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA                     ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS, INC.         2006   
13982  CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY WELAUNEE TRACT, LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA                               ACI                                      2007   
15431  CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY WELAUNEE EAST TRACT, LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA                          ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANTS, INC.         2007   
17210  CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY OF SIX AREAS TO BE DEVELPOED AT MICCOSUKEE CANOPY ROAD GREENWAY PA MORRELL, L. ROSS                         2010   
      RK, LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

7 records printed.
Print date: 6/1/2011 9:37:49 AM
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                                                                 CULTURAL RESOURCES REPORT                                                                  
-------- ------ ----------- -- ---------------------------------------- ------ ------ ------------------------------ ----------------------------------------
SITEID  FORMNO    T-R-S    CR                 SITENAME                 NRLIST SURVEY            LOCATION                             OTHER
-------- ------ ----------- -- ---------------------------------------- ------ ------ ------------------------------ ----------------------------------------
LE02910  200910 01N/01E/14  CM OLD HICKORY HILL CEMETERY AT WELAUNEE                  City: TALLAHASSEE              Condition: WLMT                         
LE05007  198806 01N/01E/1   RG WELAUNEE PLANTATION                               1877 City: TALLAHASSEE              RG Type: BCSF, # Cntrib Resources: 13   
LE05294  200702 01N/01E/14  AR WELAUNEE-MICCOSUKEE GREENWAY                     13982 Map: LAFA                      Culture: UNSP                           
                                                                                                                    Sitetype: UNSP                          

3 site(s) evaluated; 3 form(s) evaluated. (1 AR, 1 CM, 1 RG)
Print date: 6/1/2011 9:36:08 AM
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APPENDIX G 
CANOPY ROAD RELATED CODE PROVISIONS 
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APPENDIX H 
EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS 
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Extending the length of the Greenway, a 7.5-mile-long, 12 to 12-feet-wide, designated multi-
use trunk trail follows old farm roads. There are several smaller loop-and-parallel trails. There 
are currently 14.5 miles of maintained multi-use trails throughout the Greenway. Creosote trail 
makers indicate multi-use.  

Sector 1: 

Fleischman Road Trailhead  

• The Fleischman Road Trailhead is the smallest trailhead and can accommodate 
approximately fifteen automobiles. It has a surface composed of interlocking pavers. 
The parking area is fenced with a wooden post and beam fence to prevent overflow 
parking outside of the designated area. There is one concrete handicapped person 
parking space with a concrete sidewalk that leads to a handicapped-accessible portable 
restroom. There is a privacy fence on the parking lot side of the portable restroom. 

• Signage–entrance (one) 
• Benches (three) located along the trail system between these two trailheads. 

Edenfield Road Trailhead [the Edenfield Road Trailhead overlaps Sectors 1 and 2] 

• The Edenfield Road Trailhead parking area has a packed, crushed limestone and gravel 
surface with parking for 44-regular passenger vehicles. The parking area is fenced with a 
wooden post and beam fence to prevent overflow parking outside of the designated 
area.  Three concrete handicapped person parking spaces with a concrete sidewalk. 

• Handicapped-accessible permanent restroom (separate men and women’s rooms) with 
a utility storage area; 

• Benches (six); 
• Doggie bag dispenser (one); 
• Kiosk (one); 
• Picnic tables (eight); 
• Signage–rules (one) and entrance (one); 
• Trash cans (eight) 
• Water fountain (one); 
• Water mister (one for people); 
• Water (for horses). 

 

Sector 2: Edenfield Road to Miles Johnson Crossing  

• Approximately 2.5 miles of the trunk trail had been rebuilt and stabilized, between 
Edenfield Road and Thornton Road Trailheads, by the application of a foundation of 
crushed gravel rock and an overlay of finely-crushed oyster shells, creating a crowned, 
smooth, erosion-resistant trail surface accessible to users with mobility limitations. 

• Extending from the completed trunk trail stabilization project and extending into Sector 
3, a similar project is underway–stabilized by the application of a foundation of crushed 
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gravel rock and an overlay of finely-crushed oyster shells, to create a crowned, smooth, 
erosion-resistant trail surface accessible to users with mobility limitations. 

• Benches (four)–between Edenfield and Thornton; 
• Butterfly field–between Edenfield and Thornton; 
• Hay Rack (one)–between Edenfield and Thornton. 

Thornton Road Trailhead (approximately 1.06 acres) 

• The Thornton Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately 50 automobiles it is 
designed to accommodate (additional) horse trailers/oversized vehicles. It has a grass 
and packed earth surface. The parking area is fenced with a wooden post and beam 
fence to prevent overflow parking outside of the designated area. There are two 
concrete handicapped person parking spaces with a concrete sidewalk that leads to a 
handicapped-accessible portable restroom.  

• Kiosk (one); 
• Picnic table (one)–between Edenfield and Thornton; 
• Restroom–Port-A-Let (Multi-use and handicapped accessible) 
• Signage–entrance (one), rules (one);  
• Trash cans (four); 
• Water for horses; 
• Water spigot (one); 
• Water spigot with hose 

Sector 3: Miles Johnson Crossing to Argyle Crossing 

• Benches–wooden (six); 
• Fencing (with a wooden post and beam), metal bollards and safety signage is located on 

both side of the Greenway at two crossings of Miccosukee Road; 
• Trail bridge–wooden (two). 

Sector 4: Argyle Crossing to Crump Road 

 Crump Road Trailhead (approximately 1.89 acres) 
 

• The Crump Road Trailhead can accommodate approximately 25 automobiles, it also 
accommodates horse trails/oversized vehicles. The entrance surface is composed of 
interlocking pavers. The parking area has grass and packed earth surface with patches of 
gravel. There are two concrete handicapped person parking spaces. This Trailhead is 
dispersed with trees and has steeper terrain. Metal bollards have been installed to 
prevent unauthorized vehicles from accessing the trails from the parking area. 

• Picnic table (one)–between Edenfield and Thornton; 
• Restroom–Port-A-Let (Multi-use and handicapped accessible) 
• Signage–entrance (one);  
• Trash cans (two). 
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LEON COUNTY POLICY NUMBER 10-1, 

ACCESS POLICY FOR PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
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15.17 
 

Page 1 of 5 

Board of County Commissioners 
Leon County, Florida 

 
Policy No. 10-1 

 
Title:   Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 
Date Adopted:  January 19, 2010 
 
Effective Date: January 19, 2010 
 
Reference:  N/A 
 
Policy Superseded: N/A 
 
 
It shall be the Policy of the Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) of Leon County, 
Florida (the “County”) that: 
 

1. Purpose 
 

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the Leon County Department 
of Public Works, Parks and Recreation Division (the “Parks & Recreation 
Division”) provides safe and reasonable access points for visitors to enter 
various Parks & Recreation facilities. 

 
1.2 The policy covers all lands managed by the Parks & Recreation Division. 

 
2. Authority 

 
2.1 The Florida Statutes, Chapter 125.01 – County Government Powers and 

Duties, specifically section 125.01(1) (f). 
 
2.2 It is the mission of the Parks & Recreation Division to provide for the 

safety, comfort, and convenience of the public by creating, maintaining, 
and managing infrastructure and programs supporting recreation, parks, 
and open space.  To that regard, the Parks & Recreation Division is 
responsible for communicating and monitoring policies, procedures, and 
standards adopted by the Board of County Commissioners.  

 
2.3 Greenway Management Plans provide directive to the County, in its 

capacity as a state-lands managing agency, on policies and procedures that 
must be followed on Greenway facilities:  “………… access to the 
Greenway will only be allowed from vehicle parking areas and access 
points established by the managing agency.” 
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Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities 

2 

 
3. Definitions 
 

3.1 Active Park – A County Parks & Recreation facility that provides athletic 
fields and other venues for athletic sports. 

 
3.2 Commercial Access – Access from a commercial business. 

 
3.3 Community/Neighborhood – For this policy, the definition will be a group 

of at least 10 housing units that use a common entry point into the 
community/neighborhood. 

 
3.4 Community Support Group – Any recognized formal group that has 

interest in a given County Parks & Recreation facility. 
 

  3.5 Greenways - Areas leased by the County from the State of Florida or 
designated by the Board to be managed as an environmental area with 
passive recreation.  The area will be developed and managed for 
conservation and improvement of existing natural resources, including 
native trees, vegetation, and wildlife providing passive recreation trails for 
the public to use in accordance with a management plan approved by the 
Board. 

  
3.6 Greenways Trailhead –A Public Access Point located at a junction in the 

Greenways trail system that affords the safest access with adequate sight 
distance along major thoroughfares and provides additional facilities other 
than access to a trail system.  This may include a parking lot, restrooms, 
water, and informational signage.  Greenways Trailheads will generally be 
located at major road intersections to the Greenways. 

 
 3.7 Individual Access Point – Access to a County Parks & Recreation facility 

from an individual residential property. 
 

 3.8 Major Roadway – A road of two or more lanes that is used for 
transportation access to destinations other than individual subdivisions. 

 
 3.9 Park – A Parks & Recreation facility owned or leased by the County and 

maintained by the Parks & Recreation Division. 
 
 3.10 Passive Park – A County Parks & Recreation facility that provides leisure 

activities such as walking trails, observation areas, picnic areas, and other 
activities that are not sports activities. 

 
3.11 Private Access Point – An approved and limited safe point of entry into a 

County Parks & Recreation facility, which is maintained by someone 
other than the County. 
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Access Policy for Parks and Recreation Facilities 

3 

 
3.12 Public Access Point – A point of entry into a County Parks & Recreation 

facility established and maintained by the Parks & Recreation Division for 
access by the general public.  

 
 4. Allowable Access Points 
 

4.1 Established Greenways Trailhead or Public Access Point - these are the 
preferred access to a Greenway or a County Parks & Recreation facility.  
As new communities are built along the property lines of existing parks, 
recreation areas, and/or greenway facilities, the County will encourage and 
may require developers to include shared trailheads or shared public 
access points in the subdivision to provide access to a facility. 

 
4.2 Access from Connections to Major Roadways - as Major Roadways are 

developed that cross, run adjacent to, or dead end at a County Parks & 
Recreation facility, consideration should be given for one major trail and 
vehicle access point along these Major Roadways. 

 
4.3 Access from other Greenways or Trails Systems – where existing 

Greenways or Trails systems are using drainage easements, environmental 
easements, or other such common property available for the public use, 
access from such points will be allowed. 

 
4.4 Access from other Government Facilities Including Schools – where a 

County Parks & Recreation facility could be accessed from a government 
facility or a school, such access points will be allowed. 

 
4.5 Private Access Points – where a County Parks & Recreation facility could 

be accessed from a Private Access Point, as defined herein, such access 
points will be allowed. 

 
5. Non-allowable Access Points 

 
5.1 Individual Access Points – access to a County Parks & Recreation facility 

will not be allowed from an Individual Access Point, as defined herein. 
 

5.2 Access across Major Roadways - where the permit review process, as 
described herein, has determined that sight distance is not adequate, access 
will not be allowed. 

 
5.3 Insufficient Spacing between Access Points – access to a County Parks & 

Recreation facility will not be allowed at a point located less than one-
quarter (¼) mile from an existing allowable access point. 

 
5.4 Unauthorized access for which approval has not been given – access to a 

County Parks & Recreation facility will not be allowed unless approved in 
accordance with this Policy. 
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6. Process for Requesting an Access Point to a Parks & Recreation facility 

 
6.1 A request for an access point to a County Parks & Recreation facility shall 

be sent to the Director of the Parks & Recreation Division (the “Director”) 
for consideration.  The Director will determine if the access request 
complies with the Policy for allowable access points and if it meets all of 
the following guidelines for an access point: 

 
a. Distance from the requested access point to the next nearest access 

point is greater than one-quarter (¼) mile and warrants additional 
access. 

b. If the access point requires users to cross a roadway at a location 
not previously used for roadway crossings, applicant must obtain 
all necessary permits for the installation of a cross-walk or trail 
crossing from the governmental entity having jurisdiction over the 
roadway.  Applicant must install or construct the crossing in 
accordance with those approved permits.  This process will protect 
the public from an otherwise hazardous condition by the proper 
evaluation of sight distances, placement of advance warning 
signage, and the utilization of other features of a safe crossing. 

c. Any access point application that abuts a canopy road zone or 
requires a new cut in a canopy road zone will be submitted to the 
County Canopy Roads Committee for review.  Denial by the 
Canopy Roads Committee will result in denial by the Director. 

d. The access point requested does not cross or adversely affect an 
environmentally sensitive area on the Parks & Recreation facility. 

e. Identification of each neighborhood that will be utilizing the 
requested access point. 

f. Adjoining property owners have been contacted and have provided 
written approval that they are in agreement with the requested 
access. 

g. Easements to the County to cross private property (if needed) have 
been provided to and accepted by the County. 

 
6.2 In making a determination regarding a request for an access permit, the 

Director shall obtain the recommendations of the Community Support 
Group with jurisdiction over a given County Parks & Recreation facility.  
If recommended by the Director and the Community Support Group, the 
Director will issue a permit for the access point which states the terms and 
conditions and remedies for failure to follow such conditions.  

 
6.3 The access point permit issued by the Director will require the requestor of 

the access point be responsible to install and maintain this access point at 
the requestor’s cost.  The access point shall be installed according to the 
specifications provided by the Director. 
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6.4 If the Director rejects the request, the application may be appealed to the 

Director of Leon County Department of Public Works. 
 

6.5 In cases where the access point enters lands leased by the County, the 
approval of the access point, and any necessary easements, shall be subject 
to approval by the lessor identified in such lease. 
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APPENDIX N 
LEON COUNTY POLICY NUMBER 06-1, 
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15.15 

Page 1 of 13 

 

Board of County Commissioners 
Leon County, Florida 

 
Policy No. 06-1 

 
Title:   Use and Scheduling of Parks & Recreation Facilities 
 
Date Adopted:  January 19, 2010 
 
Effective Date: January 19, 2010 
 
Reference:  N/A  
 
Policy Superseded: Policy No. 79-8, “County Community Service Facility,” adopted  

September 25, 1979; Policy No. 92-10 amended 10/27/92;  
Policy  No. 94-3, amended April 26, 1994; and Policy No. 02-6, “County 
Community Service Facilities,” adopted July 9, 2002; Policy No. 06-1, 
“Use and Scheduling of Parks and Recreation Facilities, adopted  
January 10, 2006, amended February 26, 2008 

 
 
It shall be the Policy of the Board of County Commissioners of Leon County, Florida that: 
 
Policy No. 06.1, adopted January 10, 2006 and amended on February 26, 2008, is hereby 
amended, and a new amended policy is hereby adopted in its place, to wit: 
 
 

1. Purpose 
 

1.1 The purpose of this policy is to assure that the Parks & Recreation 
Division facilities are utilized for recreational, athletic, cultural, 
educational, social, civic, fraternal, governmental, religious, political, 
charitable, and community service functions that meet the needs and 
interests of the community, as well as set clear policies, procedures, and 
rental fees regarding such uses.  

 
1.2 Exclusive use of any facility requires an advance reservation and is 

subject to rental fees, security deposits, and staffing fees (set up and take 
down).  Some facilities may not be reserved for exclusive use. 

 
2. Authority 

  
2.1 The Division of Parks & Recreation is responsible for developing, 

communicating, and monitoring polices, procedures, and standards for 
the use and scheduling of Parks & Recreation facilities.   
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3. Facilities Available 
 

3.1 The Parks & Recreation Division makes available for rent buildings, 
rooms, community centers, picnic shelters, campsites, open space, boat 
ramps, and athletic fields.  Times and dates available are at the 
discretion of the division. 

 
4. Reservations 

 
4.1 Reservations shall be made no more than 365 days and no less than 

seven (7) calendar days prior to the date(s) of use.  Reservations are 
guaranteed after all necessary forms and payments are received and 
approved at the Parks & Recreation Division administrative office 
located at 2280 Miccosukee Road, Tallahassee, FL 32308. 

 

Group activities or special events that involve 50+ people attending or 
participating may require a permit from the Division of Parks & 
Recreation for use of any park or recreation facility or site.  The 
applicant should submit such permit request no later than 30 days prior 
to the event.  Events involving 100+ people or additional preparation by 
park personnel must be submitted 60 days prior to the proposed special 
event date. 

 

4.2 All applicants must be at least 18 years of age or older and must provide 
proof of residency in Leon County for priority consideration. 

 
4.3 The Parks and Recreation Division reserve the right to set aside certain 

dates for functions sponsored in part or by Leon County. 
 

5. Fees 
 

5.1 Full rental fees, security deposits, staffing fees, and permit applications 
are due at the time of the reservation is submitted. 

 
5.2 Payment by check, cash, credit card, or money order is required for the 

building and staff fees. 
 

5.3 A security deposit shall be required for any damage/clean-up expense.  
The deposit will be returned if no damage occurs and the facility is clean 
after use.  The Parks & Recreation Division reserves the right to bill the 
applicant for additional expenses relating to, but not limited to, janitorial 
services, maintenance/repair services, staff time, or emergency services 
that were required because of the use.  

 
5.4 Checks or money orders must be made payable to the Leon County 

Board of County Commissioners. 
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5.5 Applicants shall forfeit the rental opportunity if the checks are not 
honored by the bank.  Any future requests will require fees paid by cash 
or money order only.  Applicant will be responsible for bank service fee. 

 

5.6 The Parks & Recreation Division may require additional staff for rentals 
where attendance is expected to exceed 50 people.  An off duty sheriff 
deputy/deputies may also be required at the applicants expense. 

 
5.7 The Parks & Recreation Division may require two division 

representatives for any teen event if the attendance exceeds 50 people.  
If attendance is, greater than 50 people the applicant must hire one off-
duty Leon County Sheriff deputy for each additional 50 people.  In 
addition, the applicant must provide adequate adult supervision at all 
times. (Refer to Section 7.13).  All teen events that occur after  
6:00 P.M. may require a deputy. 

 
5.8 Request for a waiver of the user fee for non-profit organizations that 

would like to collaborate with Leon County must be made in writing at 
the time of rental request.  Included in the request shall be the purpose of 
the rental activities to be conducted as well as a brief description of the 
organization, purpose, goals, and pertinent information including the  
501 (c) (3) determination letters from the IRS along with the Department 
of Revenue Consumers Certificate of Exemption.   

 

Request for a waiver by groups providing education opportunities for 
citizens and those providing programs for County senior citizens, must 
be made in writing at the time of rental request.  Included in the request 
shall be the purpose of the rental activities to be conducted as well as a 
brief description of the purpose, goals, and if the citizens are paying a 
fee for this activity.  

 

 Based on the information provided, the Director of the Division of  
Parks & Recreation will make a determination of the eligibility of a 
waiver.  

 
5.9 All fees for County charges will be established by Resolution of the 

Leon County Board of County Commissioners.  
 
5.10 Additional fees may be charged by the County or City for services 

provided above normal service level.  (Examples are the permit fees that 
may be charged by the City or County.) 
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6. Cancellations 

 
6.1 Cancellations must be made in writing and received by the Parks & 

Recreation Division at least seven days in advance of the use date in 
order to receive a refund.  If notice is not received before the seven day 
period, the rental fee is forfeited.  However, security deposits and staff 
set up and take down fees will be refunded.  The receipt must be 
presented for refund to be processed.   

 
The refund will be mailed in approximately four to six weeks.  Refund 
checks will be made out to the entity whose name appears on the 
payment check and mailed to the address shown on the rental agreement. 

 
7. General Rules and Regulations 

 
7.1 Use of the facility is guaranteed for the period specified in the permit, 

use beyond that period is neither expressly nor implicitly granted.  Event 
set-up and take down must be included in the rental period. 

 
7.2 The minimum rental period for a building or room use is ½ day  

(4 hours). 
 

7.3 Building capacities are based on fire safety codes and are not to be 
exceeded for any reason. 

 
7.4 Facilities are to be left in the same conditions as before use.  Chairs, 

tables, and other furnishings are to be returned to their designated 
storage place.  Floors are to be swept and cleaned if necessary and trash 
cans are to be emptied.  All decorations, fasteners, and other items 
brought into the facility are to be removed and disposed of properly.  
Decorations that mar surfaces are not permitted. 

 
7.5 Leon County signs, forms, and other materials are not to be removed or 

altered unless authorized by the division representative in charge. 
 

7.6 The Leon County Parks & Recreation Division will not be responsible 
for providing or supervising any specialized equipment such as cooking 
equipment, storage, sound reproduction or amplification equipment, 
stages, platforms, special lighting equipment, film projecting apparatus, 
power extension cords, or any other specialized equipment.  The 
division representative in charge may disallow the use of specialized 
equipment for safety reasons or to ensure division policy is followed.  
The number of tables and chairs provided are limited to the number on 
site and available.  Any additional tables and chairs are the responsibility 
of the applicant. 
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7.7 The Leon County Parks & Recreation Division shall not be held 

responsible for loss or injury incurred in the use of any facility if said 
loss or injury is a result of circumstances beyond the control of Leon 
County or its officers or agents.  It is incumbent upon the user to ensure 
that all normal safety practices are observed.  Dangerous undertakings 
are strictly prohibited.  All accidents or injuries must be reported to a 
Division representative immediately. 

 
7.8 It is not the purpose of the County to make the parks and recreation 

facilities available to any person, group of persons, or organizations for 
personal gain or private profit. 

 
Non-profits and school events may be allowed to collect admission fees 
for approved Special Events (Section 11) to offset fees required by 
Section 5 (Fees).  Admission fees will be approved by the Director of 
the Division of Parks & Recreation as part of the Special Event 
Application approval. 
 

7.9 The division representative that may be present during the use period 
shall ensure the facility is open on time, clean and orderly, and the 
facility is used safely and properly.  In no way is the division 
representative an employee or agent of the applicant. 

 
7.10 Alcohol, fireworks, and weapons are not permitted on Leon County 

Parks & Recreation Division managed property.  Tobacco products are 
not permitted inside Parks & Recreation Division facilities.   

 
7.11 Vending of any merchandise is not permitted without written permission 

from the Parks & Recreation Division Director. 
 

7.12 No fires are allowed except in provided barbeque grills and pits. 
 

7.13 Individual minors or groups of minors must be properly supervised by 
adults when using park facilities.  Groups composed of minors, 
including teen events, must be supervised by one (1) adult for each 
fifteen (15) minors throughout the rental period. 

 
7.14 Any person or group in violation of the established rules and regulations, 

established laws, or constituting a public nuisance, may be required to 
leave the facility and premises.  In addition, the Parks & Recreation 
Division representative may cancel the rental and be deny any future 
rentals (Refer to Section 8.6). 

 
7.15 Applicants’ reserved areas are those specifically designated in the 

permit.  Other buildings, rooms, athletic fields, courts may be scheduled 
by other participants or remain open to the general public.    
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7.16 Permits/reservations cannot be transferred, assigned, or sub-let to any 

other group or organization for any reason. 
 

7.17 Animals, except service animals, are not allowed in Parks & Recreation 
Division buildings. 

 
7.18 The applicant is responsible for all actions, behavior, and damages 

caused by his/her guests/attendees. 
 

7.19 Structures that require installation of poles, wires, wood supports, etc. 
must have prior approved by the Division Director or his representative. 

 
7.20 It is recommended that the applicant or its designee occupy picnic 

shelters by 11:00 AM the day of the rental. 
  
8. Denial of Rental 

 
 The Parks & Recreation Division reserves the right to deny use of facilities based  on any 

the following criteria: 
 

8.1 The facility is not available for the requested date and time.  This would 
include events that conflict with Parks & Recreation Division events, 
conflicts with County government or related business, or if the facility is 
already rented. 

 
8.2 Uses deemed potentially damaging to the facility. 

 
8.3 There are simultaneous non-compatible uses of adjacent facilities. 

 
8.4 The proposed activity violates Federal, State, or Local Laws. 

 
8.5 Potential noise or sound levels deemed to be disruptive and offensive to 

surrounding neighborhoods and to the comfort of guest or facility 
visitors. 

 
8.6 Individuals or groups that have demonstrated in previous rentals with the 

Parks & Recreation Division or other entities not to be in the best 
interest of Leon County.  This may include but not limited to, non-
payment, improper use, damage, failure to adequately control 
participants or spectators, breach of contract, non-compliance of rules, 
or inaccurate information provided on the application. 

 
8.7 Activities that, due to traffic or congestion, would cause access problems 

for scheduled events or the surrounding community. 
 

8.8 Activities that are offensive to the accepted community standards. 
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8.9 Activities that are discriminatory in nature in matters such as sex, race, 

religion, creed, color, or national origin. 
 

8.10 Activities that are incompatible with Leon County mission to provide for 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 

 
8.11 In lieu of denial of rental application, the Parks and Recreation Division 

may require additional permitting or security of individuals or groups 
whose prior rental of County facilities has resulted in documented traffic 
congestion, damage to facility, non-compliance with County rules and 
policies, or complaints of noise or offensive behavior. 

 
8.12 Prior violations of Rules and Regulations or Policies will be cause for 

denial of rentals. 
 

9. Use of facilities by Leon County Board employees 
 

9.1 Employees and employee organizations shall be permitted to use County 
facilities on the same basis, and subject to the same conditions that apply 
to the general public.  However, such use shall be limited to the extent 
that it does not conflict with the best interest of the County, and that the 
facility is not required for the use of the County, government, or other 
related businesses. 

 
10. Request to use Parks & Recreation Facilities by Private Organizations on a 

regular basis 
 

10.1 The purpose of this section is to provide the requirements for 
organizations that want to use facilities for reoccurring events. 

 
10.2 Upon request by a private organization, the Parks & Recreation Division 

will verify the availability of the facility. 
 

10.3 The Parks & Recreation Division will provide the representative with a 
Licensing Agreement.  Upon completion of the Agreement, it will be 
submitted to the Parks & Recreation Director at 2280 Miccosukee Road, 
Tallahassee, FL 32308.  A copy of the organization’s 501 (c) (3), 
Internal Revenue Service status letter, or Florida Department of Revenue 
tax certificate needs to be included.  All groups may be required to pay 
building rental fees. 

 
10.4 Once approval or denial is given, a Licensing Agreement or Letter of 

Denial is sent to the organization with a copy to the Community Center 
Supervisor. 
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10.5 If approval is given, the organization makes all arrangements with the 

Community Center Supervisor for use of the facility.  A copy of the 
organization’s Tax Exempt form needs to accompany each payment or 
be on file if taxes have been waived. 

 
10.6 A private organization is allowed to use the facility on a regular basis for 

12 months with no more than two six-month extensions.    
 

10.7 The Parks & Recreation Division reserves the right to deny the usage of 
a facility, based on Section 8. 

 
10.8 Organizations are not allowed to store equipment/items at the facilities. 

 
10.9 Organizations are not allowed to decorate facility with their literature. 

 
10.10 The Parks & Recreation Division reserves the right to cancel the 

Licensing Agreement at any time due to non-payment, non-compliance 
with rules and regulations, or misuse of the facility.  

 
 11. Special Events 
 

11.1 Definitions: 
 
  A. Special Event 
 

A preplanned activity proposed to be held on Leon County park property 
for the  purposes of entertainment, celebration, amusement, cultural 
recognition, arts and crafts displays, sports demonstrations and/or 
competitions, non-profit fundraisers, or similar activities that impact 
normal park operations and interfere with the use of the park by the 
general public, including activities that involve a caterer, vendor, party 
planner and/or specialized equipment.  The Director of Leon County 
Division of Parks & Recreation will determine the capacity of a site to 
determine if the event can be held at the site.  This determination will be 
based on the size of the park and the type of park.  i.e.: greenways, 
passive, active, community center. 

 
B.  Applicant 

 
An organization or individual that is conducting/hosting the Special Event. 
The Special Event Form will be issued in the name of the Applicant, and 
the Applicant will be responsible for submission of required 
documentation and for all payments and damages provided herein. This 
Special Event Form cannot be transferred or sublet to another party.  
(Refer to Section 7.16)   
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  C. Attendance 

 
   Includes event participants, spectators, volunteers, and/or event crew. 
 

  D. County Co-sponsored Special Event 
 

  A Special Event hosted in part by Leon County and other individuals  
  and/or organizations. 
 

E.  County Sponsored Special Event 
 

  A Special Event hosted by Leon County. 
 

F.  Event Organizer 
 

The individual that is considered the lead planner for the activity being 
proposed, and will be the point of contact for the Parks & Recreation 
Division.  . 

 
  11.2 Policy Statement:  

 
 Leon County supports Special Events to enhance the quality of life for its citizens.  

Leon County recognizes that there may be many social, cultural, and financial 
benefits in hosting special events in the County.  Such benefits include a better 
quality of life, economic growth, increased tourism, and recreation opportunities. 

 Recognizing the importance of Special Events, the County shall establish policies 
and procedures that will allow for the planning and management of personnel and 
financial resources in the support of such events conducted at County park 
facilities.    

 
 11.3  Special Event Fees: 

   (Refer to Sections 5 and 6). 
 

  11.4  Special Event Procedures: 
 
   A. Persons and/or organizations planning to conduct a Special Event in a 

  County Park must complete a Special Event Form and submit it to: 
 
    Leon County Parks & Recreation Division 
    2280 Miccosukee Road 
    Tallahassee, Florida 32308 
 
   B. Submission deadlines: 
 
    Refer to Section 4.1 
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   C. A Site Map may be required depending on scope and size of event.  It  
  should include but may not be limited to placement of things such as:  

 
    1. Barricade locations 
    2. Vendor locations 
    3. Portable restroom locations 
    4. Trash receptacle locations 
    5. Park roads requested for closure   
    6. Tent locations, etc. 
    7. Trail closures 
    8. Off site parking 
    9. Handicap parking locations 
 

D. Security Plan may be required depending on scope and size of event.   
Requirements will be determined in coordination with the park staff and  
the local law enforcement office.  Event organizer may be required to hire 
off duty law enforcement officers in addition to other security that may be 
needed on site.  Events that have over 500 people present will require 
approval by local law enforcement prior to proceeding with other event 
arrangements.  This request must be submitted at least two weeks prior to 
the event. 

 
  E. Traffic flow plan may be required depending on scope and size of event.  

If so, include route for run/walk, entering and leaving the event, or any 
other request affecting the flow of traffic.  At all times an open traffic lane 
must be maintained for emergency vehicles to enter and leave the area. 

 
   F. Application information will be used by staff to draft a Special Event  

  Form for use of the park. 
 
  G. A certificate of liability insurance will be required naming Leon County as 

additional insured in an amount predicated on the anticipated attendance, 
as determined by Leon County Risk Management. 

 
H. Trash receptacles will be provided by the Parks & Recreation Division for 

Special Events with anticipated attendance of less than 200.  If anticipated 
attendance is 200 or more, the Applicant must arrange for additional 
receptacles and dumpster(s) and provide the Parks & Recreation Division 
with the name and phone number of the company providing the 
receptacles and dumpster(s), the date of delivery, and the date of removal.  
Indicate placement on the Site Map, so it can be approved by the Parks & 
Recreation Division 

Appendix N-10



Policy No. 06-1   15.15 
Use and Scheduling of Parks & Recreation Facilities 
 

Page 11 of 13 

 
  I. The Applicant may be required to provide portable restrooms depending 

on scope and size of the Special Event as determined by the Parks & 
Recreation Division.  Multi-day events will require daily cleaning service.  
Portable restrooms may be placed one day prior to the Special Event, and 
must be removed from the site within 48 hours after the end of the Special 
Event.  Applicant shall provide the name and phone number of the 
provider, the date of delivery and the date of removal.  Indicate location 
on the Site Map. 

 
  J. The Applicant shall provide a Clean-up Plan to explain how Applicant 

will ensure that all debris will be properly disposed of, how all equipment 
brought in for the Special Event is to be removed, and how the park and/or 
facility will be restored to the same condition as it was prior to the Special 
Event. 

 
  K. Parking for the Special Event will be required to stay within the 

designated parking lots at the park.  All other vehicles will have to be 
parked off site.  The Applicant will be required to submit a plan showing 
the location of the off site parking, permission letter from the owner to use 
the area, and describe how the users will be transported to and from the 
site of the event.  All associated fees for parking must be paid by the 
applicant.  A permit from the Department of Growth and Environmental 
Management for off site parking is required. 

 
   L. The Applicant will be responsible for all signage required for the Special 

 Event. 
 

  M. The County Parks & Recreation Division will only perform additional 
maintenance to a site for a Special Event that complies with the “Best 
Management Practices” for maintaining the site for the use it was 
designed.  Anything requested by the Applicant that does not conform to 
“Best Practices” as articulated in the Florida Forest Stewardship 
Management Plan will be denied.  

 
   N. The number of Special Events allowed at any one site may be limited by 

 the County.  Applicants may be required to combine their Special Event 
 with other events to reduce the number of Special Events held per site. 

 
  O. The Applicant shall sign the Special Event Form and return it to the  

Parks & Recreation Division with payment of all fees and deposits within 
14 days of its receipt.  If not received during the 14-day period, the  
Parks & Recreation Division will cancel the Special Event reservation 
request.  The insurance certificate confirming the required coverage is due 
a minimum of 14 days prior to the Special Event date.  Failure to provide 
the above will result in the forfeiture of all pre-paid fees and the use of the 
park. 
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P. A damage deposit is required in addition to the regular event fee.  The 

deposit amount shall be $100 or 25% of the fee, whichever is greater.  If 
the reserved area is found to be in good condition following the event, the 
deposit will be refunded four - six weeks after the Special Event.  If 
repairs are needed, the Applicant’s deposit will be utilized to repair 
damage to park property resulting from the Special Event.  In addition, the 
Applicant will also be responsible for the cost of any damage repair over 
and above the deposit amount.  

 
 Q. If the Applicant cancels in writing at least 30 days prior to the event, then 

fees and deposits paid can be applied to another event or will be refunded. 
If the Applicant cancels in writing 15 – 29 days prior to event, then the 
total deposit and one half of the fees can be applied to another event or 
refunded.  
 
If notice is not received before the 14-day period, the rental fee is 
forfeited.  However, security deposits and staff set up and take down fees 
will be refunded.  The receipt must be presented for refund to be 
processed.  The refund will be mailed in approximately four to six weeks.  
Refund checks will be made out to the entity whose name appears on the 
payment check and mailed to the address shown on the Special Event 
Form. 

 
  R. Applicant is required to obtain all permits, licenses and certificates 

required by County, City, State, Federal, or other applicable regulatory 
agencies. Examples of these are the County Temporary Use Permit 
(Ordinance 10-6.804.A), and the City Tent Permit (Land Development 
Code Section 10-423).   

 
   S. Failure to abide by Parks & Recreation Division Rules and Regulations 

 will result in forfeiture of the Applicant’s deposit and may result in future 
 event privileges being suspended.  

 
T. Leon County EMS (LCEMS) shall review any request for events hosting 

500 people or more.  The determination for the need of any additional 
LCEMS resources beyond those available in the area will depend on the 
venue, temperature, type of event, remote location, ingress and egress in 
the area, potential helicopter landing zones, and other factors that could 
impact health and safety.  A request for the need of additional LCEMS 
resources shall be provided at least two weeks in advance.  A minimum of 
three hours of coverage is required for any event that needs coverage.  The 
following will provide guidance for coverage, but could be altered, based 
on individual events.  The number listed would be considered minimum 
staffing. 
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Number Attendees 
and Participants 
Combined 

Personnel Required 
at Passive Attendee 
Event 

Personnel Required 
at Active Attendee 
Event 

500 – 5,000 2 3 

5,000 – 10,000 3 4 

10,000 – 15,000 4 6 

15,000 – 25,000 5 8 

25,000 – 35,000 6 10 

35,000 – 50,000 8 12 

50,000 – 65,000 9 15 

65,000 – 80,000 11 18 

80,000 – 95,000 13 20 

95,000 – over 15 + 22 + 
 

Note: LCEMS does not provide water rescue. 
  
 U. The Tallahassee Fire Department (TFD) shall review any request for 

events hosting 500 people or more.  The determination for the need of any 
additional fire resources beyond those available in the area will depend on 
the venue, temperature, type of event, remote location, access and egress 
in the area and other factors that could impact fire and life safety.  Request 
for need of additional fire resources shall be provided to TFD at least two 
weeks in advance.  A minimum of three hours of coverage is required for 
any event that is determined to need coverage. 

 
   11.5 Denial of Use 
 
    Refer to Section 8. 
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