
Montford Middles School 
Language Arts Required Summer Reading Assignment  

 
Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Due Date: September 10, 2013  
Grade will drop a letter for each day it is late.  This is a graded assignment in language arts!!! 

 
Work must be neat.  Do not mix ink colors, or ink and pencil.  Pencil is acceptable, but if ink is used, it must be 
blue or black.  When appropriate, use complete sentences. 
 
 
Title:         ____________   ______ _______ 
 
Author:     _______    Total number of pages:  _______________ 
 
Setting: Is the setting real or imaginary?______________________________________________________  

Is the story set in the future, in the present day, or in an earlier time period?________________________  

If the author does not tell you exactly where the story is set, what can you tell about it from the way it is 

described? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Main character(s) – Who is the story mostly about? _____________________________________________ 

Give a brief description of the main character (age, physical description, character traits).  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plot – Explain in one sentence the situation of the main character as the story begins.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Is the main character trying to achieve something or overcome a particular problem? Explain. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Briefly describe a few (at least three) of the more important things that happen to the main character as 
he/she works toward that goal or solution.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the resolution of the story?_______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Theme – What is the message about life that the author conveys to the reader through this story?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Evaluation – What did you enjoy most about this novel?  Support your answer with an example from the story. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary:  On sheet of notebook paper, list and define five high level vocabulary words found in your novel.  
Be sure to include the page number and write the sentence where you found the vocabulary word.   
 
 
 
Parent Signature:  (TEN points will be deducted if this is not signed) 
 
 
       ______________ _____________ 
Signature            Date 
 
(Parent signature indicates that, to the best of your knowledge, your child read this book.  It would also be 
helpful if you would check for completeness, accuracy, and neatness.  We are encouraging the students to 
turn in high quality work.) 
 
 
 
SSS/Benchmarks: LA.1.7.1, 1.7.2, 1.7.3, 1.7.4, 1.7.6, 1.7.7, 1.7.8, 2.1.2, 2.1.4, 2.1.6, 2.1.9, 2.1.0 

 



2013 Summer Reading List 
Montford Middle School 

 
Incoming 6th Graders: 
 

1. Rules by Cynthia Lord 

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, 12 year old Catherine longs for a normal 

existence, but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.   

 

2. Wing Nut by M.J. Auch 

Twelve year old Grady Flood and his mom, Lily, have been bouncing around from place 

to place ever since his dad died.  When the car breaks down in rural Pennsylvania, Lily 

takes on a job of caretaker and cook for Old Charlie Fernwald, a skilled mechanic and 

purple martin bird enthusiast.  Grady figures Charlie to be crazy, but he agrees to help 

him with his birds…until something goes very wrong. 

 

3. Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass 

Just before his 13th birthday, Jeremy Fink receives a keyless locked box which was set 

aside by his father before his death five years earlier.  According to the accompanying 

letter, the box contains the secret to the meaning of life! 

 

4. Gabriel’s Horses by Alison Hart 

In Kentucky, during the Civil War, a twelve year old slave, Gabriel, deals with a new, 

cruel horse trainer, skirmishes with Confederate soldiers, and pursues his dream of 

becoming a jockey.  This book includes a history behind the story and is the first book in 

the Racing to Freedom Trilogy. 

 

5. Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 

Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total 

eclipse of the sun; but soon they begin to learn a great deal about themselves, each 

other, and the universe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Incoming 7th Graders: 
 

1. Red Kayak by Priscilla Cummings 

Living near the water on Maryland’s Easter Shore, 13 year old Brady and his best friends, 

JT and Digger become entangled in a tragedy which tests their friendship and their ideas 

about right and wrong. 

 

2. Tunnels by Roderick Gordon and Brian James Williams 

Fourteen year-old Will Burrows and his dad don’t have much in common except the love 

of archeology, so when they discover an abandoned tunnel buried underneath present 

day London, they are certain they’re on the brink of a major find…until his dad 

disappears.  With his best friend, Chester, Will sets out to find the truth behind his 

father’s disappearance.  Descending into this dark underworld, the boys find themselves 

lost and the deeper they go, the deadlier things become.  

 

3. The Boy Who Dared by Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

In the beginning it was exciting-the uniforms, the shiny black boots, the armbands and 

shouts of, “Heil, Hitler!”  Helmuth Huebener begins to see, however, that each day, the 

rights of the German people are being taken away.  Jews are being threatened and their 

businesses taken away, the truth is being censored and anyone can turn on you.  By his 

early teens, Helmuth is increasingly frustrated by everyone’s inability to see what is 

happening and do something about it.  Enlisting the help of his 2 best friends, Helmuth 

begins to take action. This novel is based on a true story. 

 

4. Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 

In 1793 Philadelphia, a sixteen year-old girl, Matilda Cook, separated from her sick 

mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the 

horrors of a yellow fever epidemic. 

 

5. Runaway by Wendelin Van Draanen 

Twelve year-old Holly has run away before, and living with the latest foster family has 

become unbearable, so she runs away once again. Life soon becomes a daily struggle for 

survival.  She’s smart and resourceful and even makes it across the country on her own, 

but when will it ever end?  It’s getting harder to pretend she’s a gypsy when the truth is, 

she’s homeless. 

 



Incoming 8th Graders: 
 

1. La Linea by Ann Jaramillo 

When fifteen year-old Miguel leaves his rancho deep in Mexico to migrate  across “la 

linea” to California, his carefully laid plans change suddenly with the arrival of his sister, 

Elena, who is determined not to be left behind.  Together they endure incredible 

hardships as they make their way closer to their parents. 

 

2. Code Orange by Caroline B. Cooney 

Mitty loves living in New York City.  He also loves to avoid schoolwork.  When he’s given 

an assignment to do research on infectious diseases, he drags his feet.  As luck would 

have it, he comes across some old medical textbooks at his family’s weekend home.  

When he discovers an old envelope containing two smallpox scabs, his report becomes 

more than just getting a good grade—it’s life or death. 

 

3. Diamonds in the Shadow by Caroline B. Cooney 

Jared’s church was sponsoring an African family to come live in an apartment in their 

town.  However, the apartment idea fell through and now the family will be staying at 

THEIR house.  His younger sister, Mopsy, is thrilled.  Jared is not.  As time goes on, Jared 

begins to suspect things are not as they appear with this “family,”  and who is the 

“other” man who was on the same plane with them? 

 

4. Chains or the sequel, Forge by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Life during Revolutionary times was tough enough, but as a slave, Isabel and her baby 

sister, Ruth, live a life of cruelty and uncertainty. When they are sold to Elihu and Anne 

Lockton and dragged from Rhode Island to New York, Isabel meets Curzon, a slave boy 

who is helping the Resistants against the British Tories and wants Isabel to do her part 

by spying on the Locktons.  Isabel just wants to be free. 

  

5. The Great Wide Sea by M.H. Herlong 

After a car accident takes the life of their mother, Ben and his brothers’ lives change 

dramatically when their father decides to sell the house and sail around the Bahamas for 

a year.  Then one morning Ben, Dylan, and Gerry wake up to discover their dad is missing 

and they’re lost…and a major storm is approaching. 

 

 


