
Sales Tax Committee Meeting 
 Summary Minutes 

December 5, 2013 
 
Absent members: Glenda Thorton and Will Messer 
 
Meeting began at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Agenda Item #1: Citizens to be Heard 

None. 
 
Agenda Item #2: Approval of Summary Minutes for September 26, 2013 Meeting of the Leon 
County Sales Tax Committee 

Mr. Steve Evans informed the Committee that additional edits were being made to the minutes and 
would be provided to the Committee for its December 12, 2013 meeting. 

 
Agenda Item #3: Update on Progress of Imagine Tallahassee  

Kim Rivers introduced Presidents Jim Murdaugh, Eric Barron, and Larry Robinson who each 
provided brief remarks on the Imagine Tallahassee. The Presidents urged the Sales Tax Committee to 
support the Imagine Tallahassee proposals.  
 
Dale Brill provided an outline of the Imagine Tallahassee presentation and gave an overview of the 
process undertaken by Imagine Tallahassee over the past eight months.  
 
Subsequently presentations were provided on individual Imagine Tallahassee projects in the 
following order which reflects the presenters, the funding requests, and the Committee’s request for 
additional information that will be provided for its December 12th meeting:   

 
 Entrepreneurial Development Fund  
    Presenter: Larry Lynch  
 Request: $15 million over 20 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested for additional information 

on the governing structure and decision-making process of the Economic Development Coordinating 
Council (EDCC). 

 
Minority and Women Business Investment Fund (Micro-lending program) 
Presenter: Sean Pittman 

 Request: $7.5 million over 10 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested for additional information 

on the proposed program’s capability to leverage funds to allow eligible businesses to secure 
traditional lending. Additionally, there was considerable discussion on expanding the eligibility for 
the proposed micro-lending program.  

 
 Madison Mile Convention District  
 Presenter: Eric Barron  
 Request: $20 million one-time funding 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee did not request additional 

information. 
 Technology and Innovation Incubators  
 Presenter: Kim Williams  
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 Request: $10 million over 20 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested for additional information 

on how the proposal would complement incubator and business support programs in Leon County 
(i.e. Domi Ventures, JMI, etc.). Additionally, the Committee asked for the number of incubators in 
Leon County and overall description of who owns them, how they work, and how long they have 
been in existence.  

 
 South Monroe/Adams Corridor Catalyst  
 Presenter: Curtis Richardson   
 Request: $1,450,000 one-time funding for Existing Action Plan Project  

 $2 million one-time funding for FAMU Urban Agriculture Project 
 $150,000 a year for 20 years for FAMU SBDC ($3 million total) 

 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested additional information on 
how the proposal complements the Sales Tax Committee’s Monroe-Adam Corridor Placemaking 
Infrastructure Project.  The Committee asked for a map that illustrates the proposal’s infrastructure 
improvement elements and the Monroe-Adam Corridor Placemaking Infrastructure Project overlaid 
with the CRA boundaries.  Additionally, the Committee requested for information on how many 
businesses may be attracted into the Corridor through the proposal.  

 
 Regional Airport Growth and Development  
 Presenter: Cassandra Jackson  
 Request: $15 million over 10 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested additional information on 

the proposal to convert the Regional Airport into an International Airport.  Additionally, the 
Committee requested that the presenter meet with the EDC to provide clarification on opportunities 
for which the community could not compete for due to the lack of funding and current state of the 
airport.  

 
 Retention, Expansion, and Attractions   
 Presenter: Kyle Touchstone  
 Request: $10 million in programs over 20 years 

 $5 million in marketing over 20 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested additional information 

and breakdown of the estimated cost for marketing in the proposal. 
 
 Economic Opportunity Rapid Response 
 Presenter: Henree Martin   
 Request: $7.5 million over 20 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested the presenter further 

define the parameter of what would trigger the Rapid Response Fund and how to ensure that the 
Rapid Response Fund complies with Sunshine Laws.  

 
 Quantum Leap Fund and Signature Festival 
 Presenters: Kelly Dozier and Chucha Barber    
 Request: $5 million over 20 years 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee requested a chart of the current 

funding sources for culture arts in Leon County. 
  



Sales Tax Committee 
Summary Minutes December 5, 2013 
Page 3 
 

 Raising the Ship Talent Development  
 Presenter: Scott Balog  
 Request: $5.125 million 
 Committee Request for Additional Information: The Committee did not request additional 

information. 
 
 Total Imagine Tallahassee Request: $103.725 million 
 

Additional Committee Request of Imagine Tallahassee:  
• The Committee requested Imagine Tallahassee consider combine a number of the proposals that 

may overlap in certain areas, specifically: Entrepreneurial Development Fund; Minority and 
Women Business Investment; Technology and Innovation Incubators; Business Retention, 
Expansion, and Attraction; and Raising The Ship Talent Development. 
 

• The Committee requested that Imagine Tallahassee address potential cash flows issues that may 
arise due to some proposals that are 10 years versus 20 years. 
 

• The Committee requested that Imagine Tallahassee review the potential connection of the micro-
lending proposal and FAMU SBDC proposal.   
 

The Committee agreed that it will receive the updates on the additional information requested for the 
Imagine Tallahassee proposals. Additionally, new books will be provided to the Committee at that 
time.New inserts will be added to the existing notebooks with the additional information that the 
Committee requested at this meeting.  
 
The Committee agreed to change the time of its January 16 meeting from 12 p.m. to 9 a.m.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
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