
SALES TAX PROJECTS

44Project Number:

Lake Jackson Preservation and Mobility EnhancementsProject Name:

$29,400,000Total Project Cost:

The project cost includes acquisition of eastern shore property with trails and habitat restoration. Also, this 

project cost reflects the sanitary sewer mainline construction only, connecting to the City's central sewer 

system. Funding regarding landowner assistance for sewer hookups is discussed in Project #45.

Total Project Cost Notes

Executive Project Summary:
The Lake Jackson Enhancement and Preservation project seeks to reduce nutrient loading, improve lake 

water quality, and preserve a treasured natural amenity in the unincorporated county designated as an 

‘Outstanding Florida Waterbody’ while implementing a portion of the Lake Jackson Greenways.  This 

project provides additional bike and pedestrian interconnections and links to existing trails to County and 

State parks, including Lake Jackson.  The project restores the eastern shore ecosystem of the lake 

through the acquisition of 275 acres of vacant property.  Finally, this project provides sanitary sewer 

access within the Harbinwood subdivision to address nearly 400 septic system discharges.

Actions Taken by the Committee:
March 28, 2013: Moved the project to a second round for consideration. 

April 26, 2013:  Placed into Project #49 Water Quality/Stormwater Funding for funding consideration.

Themes

X Regional Mobility/Transportation

Sense of Community

X Environmental/Water Quality

X Connectivity

X

X

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

Detail Project Description
A critical component of the project is constructing sanitary sewer main lines in the Harbinwood 

subdivision, connecting the neighborhood to the City's central sewer system.  The Harbinwood 

subdivision is a sewer target area identified in the Water and Sewer Agreement between the City and 

County.  This area has been identified as a major contributor to high nutrient concentrations in Lake 

Jackson and is part of an area identified as a target sewer project.  The County and City may choose to 

develop a landowner connection incentive program and financing option to address the financial burden 

and allow for sufficient connections to ensure that maximum benefits are achieved from the public capital 

investment in the sewer system.  The incentives are addressed in Project #45.

The project originally identified eastern shore property for acquisition and restoration of the watercourse; 

however, the landowner has subsequently indicated the property is not available for purchase.  

Approximately $15.9 million of the total project cost is associated with this component.

The balance of the project involves improvement of the Crowder Road and US 27 North intersection, and 

construction of sidewalks along Crowder Road and Fuller Road to provide neighborhood access to the 

regional amenities. The sidewalks along Crowder Road and Talpeco/Fuller Roads connect 

neighborhoods to the Lake Jackson Mounds State Park and the County’s Okeeheepkee Prairie Park.
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Regional Mobility/Transportation

Sense of Community

Environmental/Water Quality

Connectivity

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

$27,900,000

$1,500,000
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Previous Project Information for: 

Project #44 
Lake Jackson Preservation and Mobility 

Enhancements 
 
 
 
 
Note: Based on direction from the Committee at the March 28, 2013 Sales Tax 
Committee meeting, below is a list of previous project(s) that were merged or 
modified to create a holistic project for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Project Name: Lake Jackson Preservation and Mobility Enhancements 

(Previously Project #51) 
   



Proposed Projects for the Sales Tax Extension 
 

Project #2:  Lake Jackson Preservation 
and Mobility Enhancements   

Estimated Project Cost: $30 million  

 
Project Criteria:  

 
Project Description:  
The Lake Jackson Enhancement and Preservation project seeks to reduce nutrient loading, improve 
lake water quality, and preserve a treasured natural amenity in the unincorporated county designated as 
an ‘Outstanding Florida Waterbody’ while implementing a portion of the Lake Jackson Greenways.  
This project provides additional bike and pedestrian interconnections and links to existing trails to 
County and State parks, including Lake Jackson.  The project restores the eastern shore ecosystem of 
the lake through the acquisition of 275 acres of vacant property.  Finally, this project provides sanitary 
sewer access within the Harbinwood subdivision to address nearly 400 septic system discharges.  The 
Harbinwood subdivision is a sewer target area identified in the Water and Sewer Agreement between 
the City and County.  This area has been identified as a major contributor to high nutrient 
concentrations in Lake Jackson and is part of an area identified as a target sewer project.  (Note: This 
estimate does not include the individual landowner sewer connection costs.  The County and City may 
choose to develop an incentive program and financing option to address the financial burden and allow 
for sufficient connections to ensure that maximum benefits are achieved from the public capital 
investment in the sewer system.)   
 
The project proposed improvements include the following:  

 Provides sanitary sewer access within the Harbinwood subdivision to address nearly 400 septic 
system discharges to reduce nutrient loading;  

 Improves lake water quality by preserving the ecosystem and allowing restoration of disturbed 
ravines on the eastern shore in order to enhance water quality treatment; 

 Construction of almost one-half mile of trails connecting Okeeheepkee Prairie Park and Lake 
Jackson Mounds Archaeological State Park;  

 Construction of over two miles of sidewalks along Talpeco, Fuller, and Crowder Road;  
 Promotes recreational activity by adding 275 acres on the eastern shore of Lake Jackson.  

 
Project Criteria Detail:  
 

Comprehensive Plan: This project supports the Mobility, Conservation, Parks and Recreation, and 
Stormwater Management elements of the Comprehensive Plan.  The areas that the project complies 
with are listed below.  
 Mobility Element Policy 1.2.3: Establish and maintain a safe and effective system of bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and 

shared-use paths in conjunction with existing and planned roadways and the Greenways Master Plan.  Where design 
criteria allow and safe operation will occur, separate bicycle and pedestrian traffic from vehicular traffic.  Provide 
adequate and secure bicycle parking facilities at major destinations. 

 Conservation Element: 
o Goal1: Preserve, protect and conserve the ecological value and diversity of natural resources in Tallahassee and Leon 

County. 
o Policy 2.3.3: Require connection to central sewer systems whenever sewer is available or becomes available 

especially in the Lake Jackson Special Development Zone. 

 Comprehensive Plan    Green Infrastructure & Water Quality Enhancements 
  Regional Mobility    Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements 
  Greenway Master Plan    Transportation Capacity Improvements 
  Connectivity   Core Infrastructure 
  Complements BP2000 Project     

Previously Project #51 
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o Goal 3: Protect, enhance, and restore natural resources, wildlife habitat, and natural vegetative communities to 
maintain a diversity of native flora and fauna to assure the maintenance of a viable population of native species. 

o Utilities Sanitary Sewer Goal 1: Provide efficient wastewater treatment that meets the demands of the community 
while maintaining public health and environmental standards. 

 Parks and Recreation Element: 
o Goal 1: Provide, manage and fund adequate recreational and cultural facilities to encourage a physically and 

mentally healthy lifestyle for all citizens of Tallahassee-Leon County 
o Policy 1.5.3: The County shall help fund and develop a Greenways Trail System that provides the public 

opportunities to access a safe and convenient trail system in the unincorporated County. This system should 
incorporate public lands, right of way, easements on private lands, and open space designated lands to achieve this 
goal. The trail system will connect to the maximum extent possible existing and future residential areas to 
employment, education, and activity centers. 

 
Regional Mobility Plan: This project provides additional bike and pedestrian interconnections and 
linkages to existing trails as well as Lake Jackson.  
 
Greenway Master Plan: This project addresses components of the Lake Jackson North and Lake 
Jackson South Greenways. 
 
Connectivity: This project will provide connectivity through the acquisition of the above property by 
creating recreational connectivity for the north arm of Lake Jackson by linking to the Northwest 
Florida Water Management District property (Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park).  The sidewalks along 
Crowder Road and Talpeco/Fuller Roads connect neighborhoods to the Lake Jackson Mounds State 
Park and the County’s Okeeheepkee Prairie Park. 
 
Complements Blueprint 2000 Project(s): N/A  
 
Green Infrastructure and Water Quality Enhancements: This project will reduce nutrient loading, 
improve lake water quality, and preserve the surrounding ecosystem on the eastern shore. The project 
includes acquisition of approximately 275 acres of vacant property on the eastern shore that will 
enhance water quality treatment and restore the disturbed ravine system. Ecosystem restoration will 
include naturalized treatment systems and other low-intensity development principles to reduce 
pollutant loads from historic development east of Meridian Road.   
 
Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements: This project consists of providing sanitary sewer access 
within the Harbinwood subdivision to address nearly 400 septic system discharges to reduce nutrient 
loading and improve lake and stream water quality. This higher density subdivision on the western 
shore of the lake was developed with septic systems on less than the state standard of 1/2–acre lot size.  
The area has been identified as a major contributor to high nutrient concentrations in Lake Jackson and 
is part of an area identified as a target sewer project.  
 
The capital cost listed below includes engineering and construction to provide landowners with access 
to sewer.  The connection cost includes the individual landowner expenses to abandon a septic system, 
provide plumbing from the street to the house, and pay system charges.  These individual landowner 
expenses have not been included in the project cost.   
 

Project 
Area Acres Existing Septic 

Systems 
Capital Costs 

for Sewer 

Landowner 
Connection Costs 
($12,000/system) 

Capital + 
Connection Costs 

Harbinwood 151 400 $12.1 million $4.8 million $16.9 million 
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The County and City may choose to develop an incentive program and financing option to address the 
financial burden of individual landowner connection costs and allow for sufficient connections to 
ensure that maximum benefits are achieved from the public capital investment in the sewer system.  
Individual landowners will also be required to pay any monthly bills from the sewer provider 
(approximately $65/month).  
 
Transportation Capacity Improvements: N/A 
 
Core Infrastructure: This project is considered a core infrastructure project due to the 
stormwater/sewer capacity improvements, green infrastructure, and water quality enhancements as 
detailed above.  
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