
SALES TAX PROJECTS

14Project Number:

Market District Activity CenterProject Name:

$9,400,000Total Project Cost:

This project includes elements seen both in the City and County proposed projects, as well as 

improvements suggested by the citizens who work and live in the District. All of these suggestions are 

consistent with the adopted Action Plan.

Total Project Cost Notes

Executive Project Summary:
This project implements major elements of the Market District Corridor Placemaking Action Plan and 

includes the following objectives:

Activities, Events, & Community

• Create a visual edge for the district through gateways and branding

• Make the District a Regional Destination

• Create an aesthetically attractive district

• Support and Strengthen local business

Infrastructure & Public Amenities

• Create an interconnected district that links businesses and neighborhoods

• Reclaim or create new public spaces

• Improve traffic safety for all users

Actions Taken by the Committee:
March 28, 2013: Moved the project to a second round for consideration. 

April 26, 2013: Moved the project to Priority Level 1.

June 13, 2013: Moved the project to Tier 1.

Themes

X Regional Mobility/Transportation

X Sense of Community

X Environmental/Water Quality

X Connectivity

X

X

X

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

Detail Project Description
• Stormwater ponds would be retrofit as amenities with park facilities & parking ($2.1 million) 

• Pedestrian safety and streetscaping would be implemented along Timberlane Road, Maclay Boulevard, 

and Market Street. This would likely include several roundabouts at key intersections ($4.4 million)

• Missing links of sidewalks & trails would be added to connect residential areas to parks, schools, and 

commercial areas.  Sidewalks include along Maclay Road, on the south side of Village Square 

Boulevard, and on Timberlane School Road connecting to Live Oak Plantation. Trails would include a 

north-south multiuse connection from Timberlane Road to Maclay Gardens State Park, an eastward 

connection to Maclay Boulevard, and neighborhood connections. ($2.9 million)

Cost By Themes
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Regional Mobility/Transportation

Sense of Community

Environmental/Water Quality

Connectivity

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

$4,400,000

$2,900,000

$2,100,000

11/30/20132
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Previous Project Information for: 

Project #14 
Market District Activity Center Connectivity 

 
 
 
 
Note: Based on direction from the Committee at the March 28, 2013 Sales Tax 
Committee meeting, below is a list of previous project(s) that were merged or 
modified to create a holistic project for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Project Name: The Market District Activity Center Connectivity (Previously 

Project #40) 
 

Inspiring the Creative Class: The Market District Placemaking 
(Previously Project #40) 

  



Proposed Project for the Sales Tax Extension 
 

Project #8:  The Market District Activity 
Center Connectivity  

Estimated Project Cost: $1.6 million (Leon 
County’s Portion) 

 
Project Criteria:  

 
Project Description:  
The Market District Activity Center Connectivity project encompasses a holistic approach to 
transportation capacity improvements, regional mobility, and connectivity to existing/proposed 
amenities in The Market District (District).  The District is home to numerous local businesses and 
Maclay Gardens, with several neighborhoods within easy walking distance.  Many aspects of this 
projects focus on connecting the residential and commercial components of the area.  The project 
includes multiple infrastructure projects throughout the regional hub located at the intersections of 
Interstate 10, Thomasville Road, and Capital Circle NE.  The overall project would be a joint effort 
between the County and the City.   
 
The proposed improvements for this project include the following:  

 Leon County Improvements:  
o North-South multi-use trail connecting Timberlane Road to Maclay Gardens State Park, 

with eastward connection to Maclay Boulevard. 
 City of Tallahassee Improvements: 

o Construct sidewalks on Maclay Road, Maclay Boulevard, and Maclay Commerce Drive. 
o Improvements to pedestrian intersections and mid-block crossings; 
o Reconfiguration of stormwater management facilities as public amenities, to include 

improved fencing, landscaping, sidewalk connections, and exercise equipment;  
o Pedestrian signage design, sitting, and fabrication.  

 Joint County/City Improvements:  
o Gateway signage at four entry locations; 
o Sidewalk on Timberlane School Road connecting the Market District to Live Oak 

Plantation;  
o Streetscaping (e.g., street trees, wide sidewalks, street lights, underground utilities) for 

Maclay Boulevard, Market Street, and Timberlane Road. 
 

Project Criteria Detail:  
  

Comprehensive Plan: This project supports the Comprehensive Plan Land Use and Mobility Elements. 
The Market District is located within the Urban Services Area, which is the geographic area the Plan 
directs capital expenditures be prioritized. Those actions listed above are infrastructure projects that 
will improve quality of life in an urbanized area that currently lacks urban facilities.  
 Land Use Element 

o Policy1.1.2: Improvement of capital infrastructure shall be provided within the designated urban service area and 
shall be phased over the life of the plan. 

 Comprehensive Plan    Green Infrastructure & Water Quality Enhancements 
  Regional Mobility    Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements 
  Greenway  Master Plan    Transportation Capacity Improvements 
  Connectivity   Core Infrastructure 
  Complements BP2000 Project     

Previously Project # 40 
Page 1 of 4



Project #8:  The Market District Activity Center Connectivity  
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o Policy 2.1.5: Residential developments shall be designed to include a system of internal and inter-neighborhood 
circulation which promotes pedestrian and bicycle mobility. Within the Urban Service Area, sidewalks shall be 
required to provide pedestrian mobility. 

 Mobility Element 
o Policy 1.2.3:  Establish and maintain a safe and effective system of bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and shared-use paths 

in conjunction with existing and planned roadways and the Greenways Master Plan.  Where design criteria allow 
and safe operation will occur, separate bicycle and pedestrian traffic from vehicular traffic.  Provide adequate and 
secure bicycle parking facilities at major destinations. 

o Policy 1.2.13: Wherever feasible, bury utility lines.  Priority should be given to areas where underground utilities 
can be incorporated into roadway construction and reconstruction projects. 

o Policy 1.3.2: Reduce demand for more and wider roads by evaluating traffic operations to maximize efficiency of 
the existing street system capacity and support modal shifts to public transit, bicycling, and walking. 

o Policy 1.3.6: Require tree plantings, where practical, for both new and old roads to increase screening, beauty, 
runoff control, and reduction of summer heat.  Existing trees shall be protected during transportation system 
development and maintenance. 

o Policy 1.3.7: Aesthetically enhance and provide added environmental protection to existing and new 
transportation corridors by the following methods which include but are not limited to: 
a) Incorporating for new, or increasing for existing corridors, the number of green spaces/open spaces 
and pedestrian oriented areas. 
b) Recognizing plantations as a significant part of the natural landscape when roads are being designed 
in areas of the County where they are present. 
c) Encouraging the use of native vegetation and natural systems such as swales to control runoff. 
d) Maintaining natural ground cover, canopy, and understory where new roads are built. 
e) Design public infrastructure improvements to minimize development impacts to protect designated 
canopy roads consistent with the Conservation Element. 
f) Applying access management strategies that enhance the character of transportation corridors and 
gateways to the community by promoting shared access and consolidated signage and preserving green 
space for landscaping. 

o Objective 1.1 Land Use and Transportation Coordination: Coordinate transportation and land use systems that 
foster vibrant communities with compact urban forms and a mixture of uses to minimize travel distances, reduce 
vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gases, and to enhance pedestrian and bicycle mobility and transit 
accessibility. 

o Objective 1.2 Complete Streets: The transportation system shall be designed and operated to provide safe, 
convenient and context-sensitive access for pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and public transportation users of all 
ages and abilities. 

o Objective 1.1 Connectivity and Access Management: Reduce vehicle trip demand, increase access and safety for 
cyclists and pedestrians, and preserve the integrity of the transportation system with effective connectivity and 
access management programs. 
 

Regional Mobility Plan: This project supports the Regional Mobility Plan by constructing sidewalks 
and multi-use trails.  These trails are listed in the Capital Regional Transportation Authority’s Trails 
Cost Feasible and Needs Plan. 
 
Greenway Master Plan: This project supports the Greenways Master Plan by providing a critical 
greenway corridor linkage between Maclay Gardens State Park and the proposed Timberlane Ravine 
trails just north of Interstate 10.  
 
Connectivity: This project includes two goals related to connectivity: (1) create an interconnected 
district that links businesses and neighborhoods and to (2) knit the district together across Thomasville 
Road. The sidewalk, multi-use trail, and intersection improvements listed here advance those goals by 
providing safe, connected routes for bicycle and pedestrian traffic. 
 
Complements Blueprint 2000 Project(s): N/A 
 

Previously Project # 40 
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Green Infrastructure and Water Quality Enhancements: This project will provide critical greenway 
corridor linkage between Maclay Gardens State Park and the proposed Timberlane trails just north of 
Interstate 10.  
 
Stormwater Capacity Improvements: This project will analyze the necessary stormwater capacity 
expansion that would facilitate urban infill within The Market District. In addition, the project will 
reconfigure stormwater management facilities as public amenities, to include improved fencing, 
landscaping, sidewalk, and exercise equipment. 
 
Transportation Capacity Improvements: N/A 
 
Core Infrastructure: The Market District Action Plan is primarily a core infrastructure project due to 
the basic urban infrastructure needs included therein. These include sidewalks, bike lanes, multi-use 
trails and potential stormwater capacity improvements detailed above.  
 

Previously Project # 40 
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Program Inspiring the Creative Class: 
The Market District Placemaking 

   

Estimated Cost: 
4c $6.7 million 

WHAT IS IT? 

The Market District Placemaking Plan includes the following objectives: 

Activities, Events, & Community 

 Create a visual edge for the district through  

 gateways and branding 

 Make the District a Regional Destination 

 Create an aesthetically attractive district 

 Support and Strengthen local business 

Infrastructure & Public Amenities 

 Create an interconnected district that links 
businesses and neighborhoods 

 Reclaim or create new public spaces 

 Improve traffic safety for all users 

 Knit the district together across Thomasville Road 

Evaluation Criteria: Benefits the Environment   

Provides Regional Impact / Geographic Equity    Supports Economic Development / Revitalization   

Enhances Mobility    On an Existing Master Plan or Blueprint List   

Supports Recreation and Quality of Life    Leverages Other Funds   

 
 
  One of the major priorities 

identified by the Working Group of 
residents and business owners was 
to reclaim a fenced in stormwater 

pond and convert it to a public 
open space, similar to Lake Ella. 

Previously Project #40 
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Benefits the Environment – The proposals provide infrastructure essential for creating a walkable town center in 
The Market District. The Timberlane Road streetscape enhancements and redesign of vacant public lands will 
add considerable tree canopy, which provides stormwater retention benefits. Redevelopment and urban infill 
often follows such public investment. This domino effect can reduce vehicle miles traveled and preserve 
greenfields from development on the urban outskirts.  

Provides Regional Impact/Geographical Equity – The Placemaking package of projects distributes investment 
throughout the community. In The Market District the projects primarily provide local benefits, but the greenway 
components will benefit all Leon County citizens with improved recreational opportunities. 

Enhances Mobility – The Timberlane Road streetscape improvements and greenway connection enhances 
several modes of mobility. Pedestrian connectivity and comfort is improved with wider sidewalks, street trees, 
and street lighting; and, the greenway offers bicycle and pedestrian routes that avoid major automotive 
thoroughfares. These improvements will accommodate users of all ages. 

Supports Recreation and Quality of Life – The streetscape enhancements and park and plaza amenities will 
improve the quality of life by offering new recreational activities in close proximity to several neighborhoods as 
well as improving area aesthetics. The greenway proposal will utilize an existing, single use utility corridor to 
provide paved multi-use trails to enhance recreational and commuter connections. 

Supports Economic Development/Revitalization – As with all Placemaking Action Plans, the selected projects 
were vetted by local business groups. The Timberlane Road streetscape enhancements and improvements to 
parkland are intended to spur investment and redevelopment in The Market District. The streetscape 
improvements are conducive to increasing pedestrian traffic and the recreational amenities can help make the 
District a destination for recreational enthusiasts.  

On an Existing Master Plan or Blueprint List – The proposed projects are included in The Market District 
Placemaking Action Plan. The Greenways Master Plan includes the greenway project. 

Leverages Other Funds – The City is investing $500,000 to begin Implementation of smaller scale projects, plus 
there has been discussion of a public-private partnership that could implement certain items. 

 

Potential greenway amenities 

Previously Project #40 
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