
SALES TAX PROJECTS

12Project Number:

Pine Flats TrailProject Name:

$15,333,200Total Project Cost:

Trail expenses are based on Project #9: Implement the Greenways Master Plan.

This project costs includes $9.4 million for flood attenuation through purchase and excavation of 

compensating volume.

Total Project Cost Notes

Executive Project Summary:
This project provides 24 miles of trail connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists by creating a greenway 

corridor from the existing Cascades Trail system to the St. Marks Trail and the Apalachicola National 

Forest trails. This trail system greatly enhances the interconnectivity of the county and implements a 

portion of the Lower Capital Cascades Greenway Project from the adopted Greenways Master Plan.  The 

elevated southern trail section reestablishes the former river bed, containing the floodwaters which will 

prevent flooding of almost 400 home sites and their associated septic tanks.  The restoration of the 8-Mile 

Pond improves not only the stormwater flow-way but also supports the ecosystem restoration of this area 

by further reducing pollutant loads to the aquifer at Ames Sink.

Actions Taken by the Committee:
March 28, 2013: Moved the project to a second round for consideration. 

April 26, 2013: Moved the project to Priority Level 3.

Themes

 Regional Mobility/Transportation

X Sense of Community

X Environmental/Water Quality

X Connectivity

X

X

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

Detail Project Description
The Pine Flats Trail project proposed improvements include the following: 

• Restoration and protection of the 8-Mile Pond ecosystem.  The ecosystem restoration at 8-Mile Pond 

will improve water quality prior to discharge to the aquifer at Ames Sink, as well as replace exotic and 

invasive plants with native species.  In addition, the project will also provide water quality enhancement in 

the Wakulla Karst Plain.  The planned purchase of additional property will also serve to improve the 

stormwater quality and support the ecosystem restoration of this area by further reducing pollutant loads 

to the aquifer.

• Improve water quality prior to discharge to the aquifer at Ames Sink and in the Wakulla Karst Plain 

Pond and flood mitigation for 400 properties. The neighborhoods south of the Apalachicola National 

Forest have historically borne the brunt of high stormwater volume from the 42,500-acre Lake Munson 

Basin which overwhelms Ames Sink.  The rising water levels surround homes, flooding the wells and 

septic tanks, for long periods of time.  Leon County purchased a number of affected properties using the 

1996 federal assistance and the local Flooded Property Acquisition Program.  This area is also the focus 

of the current Disaster Recovery Enhancement Fund (DREF) acquisition grant.  The southern Trail 

section can be used to reestablish the former river bed, containing the floodwaters to property owned by 

Leon County.  This will prevent flooding of almost 400 home sites and their associated septic tanks.  

Purchase of additional property in the flow-way will also serve to improve the stormwater quality and 

11/30/20131



support the ecosystem restoration of this area by further reducing pollutant loads to the aquifer.

• Connectivity to the St. Marks Trail southeast of Ames Sink using Sunflower and Elgin Roads as well as  

to Munson Slough, Lake Henrietta Park, Capital Cascades Park, the 8-Mile Pond property, with spurs to 

Gilbert Waters Park on Crawfordville Road and the GFA trailhead at LL Wallace Road.  The Pine Flats 

Trail provides tremendous opportunities for unpaved trail connectivity to Munson Slough, Lake Henrietta 

Park, Capital Cascades Park, the 8-Mile Pond property, with spurs to Gilbert Waters Park on 

Crawfordville Road and the GFA trailhead at LL Wallace Road.  The trailhead development includes the 

restoration and protection of the 8-Mile Pond ecosystem. Pine Flats Trail will continue southeast of Ames 

Sink, connecting to the St. Marks Trail using Sunflower and Elgin Roads.

Cost By Themes

Regional Mobility/Transportation

Sense of Community

Environmental/Water Quality

Connectivity

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

$10,400,000

$4,933,200
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Previous Project Information for: 

Project #12 
Pine Flats Trail 

 
 
 
 
Note: Based on direction from the Committee at the March 28, 2013 Sales Tax 
Committee meeting, below is a list of previous project(s) that were merged or 
modified to create a holistic project for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Project Name: Pine Flats Trail (Expansion of Lower Cascades) (Previously 

Project #59) 
 

 

  



Proposed Project for the Sales Tax Extension 
 

Project #5:  Pine Flats Trail (Expansion of 
Lower Cascades)  

Estimated Project Cost: $17 million  

 
Project Criteria:  

 
Project Description:  
The Pine Flats Trail incorporates a holistic approach to regional mobility and connectivity to 
existing/proposed amenities (including Blueprint 2000 projects) as well as increases stormwater 
capacity thereby addressing flooding concerns to 400 properties in the area.  The project provides 
unpaved trail connectivity for pedestrians and bicyclists by creating a greenway corridor from the 
existing Cascades Trail system to the St. Marks Trail and National Forest trails.  This trail system 
greatly enhances the interconnectivity of the county and implements a portion of the Lower Capital 
Cascades Greenway Project from the adopted Greenways Master Plan.  The southern trail section 
reestablishes the former river bed, containing the floodwaters which will prevent flooding of almost 
400 home sites and their associated septic tanks.  The restoration of the 8-Mile Pond improves not only 
the stormwater flow-way but also supports the ecosystem restoration of this area by further reducing 
pollutant loads to the aquifer at Ames Sink. 
 
The Pine Flats Trail project proposed improvements include the following:  

 Restoration and protection of the 8-Mile Pond ecosystem; 
 Improve water quality prior to discharge to the aquifer at Ames Sink and in the Wakulla Karst 

Plain Pond;  
 Flood mitigation for 400 properties; 
 Connectivity to the St. Marks Trail southeast of Ames Sink using Sunflower and Elgin Roads 

as well as  to Munson Slough, Lake Henrietta Park, Capital Cascades Park, the 8-Mile Pond 
property, with spurs to Gilbert Waters Park on Crawfordville Road and the GFA trailhead at LL 
Wallace Road.   

 
Project Criteria Detail:  
  

Comprehensive Plan: This project supports the both the Parks and Recreation and Stormwater 
Management elements of the Comprehensive Plan. The areas that the project complies with are listed 
below.  
 Parks and Recreation: 

o Goal 1: Provide, manage and fund adequate recreational and cultural facilities to encourage a physically and 
mentally healthy lifestyle for all citizens of Tallahassee-Leon County 

o Policy 1.1.5: Maintain a Greenways Master Plan that integrates pedestrian and bicycle mobility into a linear 
park and open space system that connects local, regional, and state facilities, with specific emphasis on 
connections within Downtown and energy efficiency districts. 

o Policy 1.5.3: The County shall help fund and develop a Greenways Trail System that provides the public 
opportunities to access a safe and convenient trail system in the unincorporated County. This system should 
incorporate public lands, right of way, easements on private lands, and open space designated lands to achieve 
this goal. The trail system will connect to the maximum extent possible existing and future residential areas to 
employment, education, and activity centers. 

 Comprehensive Plan    Water Quality Enhancements and  Green Infrastructure 
  Regional Mobility    Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements 
  Greenway Master Plan    Transportation Capacity Improvements 
  Connectivity   Core Infrastructure 
  Complements BP2000 Project     

Previously Project # 59 
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 Stormwater Management Goal 1: Provide a stormwater management system which protects the health, welfare and 
safety of the general public by reducing damage and inconvenience from flooding and protects surface water and 
groundwater quality. 

 Mobility Element Policy 1.2.3: Establish and maintain a safe and effective system of bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and 
shared-use paths in conjunction with existing and planned roadways and the Greenways Master Plan.  Where design 
criteria allow and safe operation will occur, separate bicycle and pedestrian traffic from vehicular traffic.  Provide 
adequate and secure bicycle parking facilities at major destinations. 

 
Regional Mobility Plan: This project supports the mobility plan by interconnecting regional trail 
networks promoting pedestrian and bicycle modes. 
 
Greenway Master Plan: This project provides a greenway corridor from the existing Blueprint Trail 
system to St. Marks Trail and State Forest trails greatly enhancing the interconnectivity of the county.  
This project implements a portion of the Lower Capital Cascades Greenway Project from the adopted 
Greenways Master Plan. 
 
Connectivity: The Pine Flats Trail provides tremendous opportunities for unpaved trail connectivity to 
Munson Slough, Lake Henrietta Park, Capital Cascades Park, the 8-Mile Pond property, with spurs to 
Gilbert Waters Park on Crawfordville Road and the GFA trailhead at LL Wallace Road.  The trailhead 
development includes the restoration and protection of the 8-Mile Pond ecosystem. Pine Flats Trail 
will continue southeast of Ames Sink, connecting to the St. Marks Trail using Sunflower and Elgin 
Roads.   
 
Complements Blueprint 2000 Project(s): The Pine Flats Trail complements the following Blueprint 
2000 Projects: Capital Cascades Park and trail system, Martha Wellman Park, Debbie Lightsey Park, 
and Capital Circle trail system.   
 
Water Quality Enhancements and Green Infrastructure: The Pine Flats Trail will provide recreational 
use, flood mitigation for almost 400 properties west of the proposed Trail, and ecosystem restoration at 
the 8-Mile Pond.  The trail will act as greenway corridor from the existing Blueprint trail system along 
Capital Circle, Capital Cascades Trails, to St. Marks Trail and State Forest trails and provide additional 
recreational opportunities for pedestrians and bicyclists.  The ecosystem restoration at 8-Mile Pond 
will improve water quality prior to discharge to the aquifer at Ames Sink, as well as replace exotic and 
invasive plants with native species.  In addition, the project will also provide water quality 
enhancement in the Wakulla Karst Plain.  The planned purchase of additional property will also serve 
to improve the stormwater quality and support the ecosystem restoration of this area by further 
reducing pollutant loads to the aquifer. 
 
Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements: The neighborhoods south of the Apalachicola National 
Forest have historically borne the brunt of high stormwater volume from the 42,500-acre Lake Munson 
Basin which overwhelms Ames Sink.  The rising water levels surround homes, flooding the wells and 
septic tanks, for long periods of time.  Leon County purchased a number of affected properties using 
the 1996 federal assistance and the local Flooded Property Acquisition Program.  This area is also the 
focus of the current Disaster Recovery Enhancement Fund (DREF) acquisition grant.  The southern 
Trail section can be used to reestablish the former river bed, containing the floodwaters to property 
owned by Leon County.  This will prevent flooding of almost 400 home sites and their associated 
septic tanks.  Purchase of additional property in the flow-way will also serve to improve the 
stormwater quality and support the ecosystem restoration of this area by further reducing pollutant 
loads to the aquifer. 
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Transportation Capacity Improvements: N/A 
 
Core Infrastructure: The Pine Flats Trail project is considered a core infrastructure project due to the 
stormwater/sewer capacity improvements, green infrastructure, and water quality enhancements as 
detailed above. 
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