
SALES TAX PROJECTS

11Project Number:

Lake Lafayette & St. Marks Regional Linear ParkProject Name:

$15,816,640Total Project Cost:

The trail expenses are based on Project #9: Implement Greenways Master Plan.
Total Project Cost Notes

Executive Project Summary:
This project provides connectivity by linking the public recreation lands that encompass more than 7,200 

acres east of Capital Circle SE with trails and board walks, many of which are identified in the Greenway 

Master Plan.  

Additional recreational facilities will be constructed at Tom Brown Park and the St. Marks Headwaters.  

Ecosystem restoration will be achieved through stream restoration, stormwater retrofit, and exotic/invasive 

plant management on the public lands.  Critical floodwater analysis of the St. Marks River and Lafayette 

Basin system will assist residents as well as protect the proposed facilities.  Stormwater treatment will be 

pursued for the tributary to Upper Lake Lafayette flowing through Tom Brown Park as well as incorporate 

ecosystem restoration through the removal of invasive and exotic vegetation.  

The project also funds the construction of the additional ball fields at Tom Brown Park, provided that the 

land is conveyed to the County from the federal government.  Congressman Southerland recently filed a 

bill requesting that 9 acres of the Federal Correctional Institute property be conveyed from the Bureau of 

Prisons to Leon County for use for additional recreational space.  

Finally, this project conducts a critical analysis of the floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette 

basins which as the potential to provide flood insurance relief to property owners east of Chaires 

Crossroad.

Actions Taken by the Committee:
March 28, 2013: Moved the project to a second round for consideration. 

April 26, 2013: Moved the project to Priority Level 3.

Themes

 Regional Mobility/Transportation

X Sense of Community

X Environmental/Water Quality

X Connectivity

X

X

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

Detail Project Description
The proposed improvements for this project include the following: 

• Providing off-road trails from Upper Lake Lafayette to St. Marks Headwaters.

• Adding stormwater treatment facilities in Tom Brown Park.

• Construction of boardwalk across the lake from the Apalachee Regional Park will provide access to 

Lower Lake Lafayette wetlands.  This project provides critical connectivity by linking Upper Lake 
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Lafayette east to the St. Marks Headwater with trails and board walks. The construction of a boardwalk 

spanning the lake from the Apalachee Regional Park north to the Road to the Lake and ends at the Lake 

landing provides unprecedented access to the unique Lower Lake Lafayette wetlands.  

• Construction of Goose Creek Trailhead and link to Nusbickel site;

• Trailhead enhancements in the St. Marks Headwaters include parking, canoe launching and 

educational features.  This project significantly advances the implementation of the Lake Lafayette 

Greenway and the St. Marks Greenways identified in the Master Plan.

• Construction of additional ball field at Tom Brown Park. 

 

• Analysis of floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette basins to protect proposed 

improvements. This project conducts critical analysis of the floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and 

Lafayette basins to protect the residents in this area, and properly place the proposed amenities.  The 

study also has the potential to provide flood insurance relief to property owners east of Chaires 

Crossroad.

• Ecosystem restoration by linking City, County, State, and Federal property and removing exotic and 

invasive vegetation during the construction of the trail network.

Cost By Themes

Regional Mobility/Transportation

Sense of Community

Environmental/Water Quality

Connectivity

Economic Vitality

Ecotourism/Parks

Vertical Infrastructure

Gateways

$2,200,000

$10,316,640

$3,300,000
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Flood Study
Area

J. R. Alford Greenway

Edwards Wildlife Area

Edwards Wildlife Area

Tom Brown Park

Apalachee Regional Park
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Goose Creek
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Previous Project Information for: 

Project #11 
Lake Lafayette and St. Marks Regional 

Linear Park 
 
 
 
 
Note: Based on direction from the Committee at the March 28, 2013 Sales Tax 
Committee meeting, below is a list of previous project(s) that were merged or 
modified to create a holistic project for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Project Name: Lake Lafayette and St. Marks Linear Regional Park (Previously 

Project #52) 
 

Phase II – Eastern Leon County Groundwater and Floodplain 
Protection (Previously Project #8) 

  
 
  



Proposed Project for the Sales Tax Extension 
 

Project #7:  Lake Lafayette and St. Marks 
Linear Regional Park  

Estimated Project Cost: $18.3 million  

 
Project Criteria:  

 
Project Description:  
The Lafayette and St. Marks Linear Regional Park incorporates a holistic approach to regional 
mobility and connectivity to existing/proposed recreational amenities (including Blueprint 2000 
projects) as well as conducts a critical analysis of the St. Marks flood waters.  The project provides 
connectivity by linking the public recreation lands that encompass more than 7,200 acres east of 
Capital Circle SE with trails and board walks, many of which are identified in the Greenway Master 
Plan.  The project also constructs a sidewalk along Chaires Cross Road providing safe pedestrian 
access from adjacent residential areas to Chaires elementary school, community center, recreation 
center and the myriad of interlinks to other regional amenities.  Stormwater treatment will be pursued 
for the tributary to Upper Lake Lafayette flowing through Tom Brown Park as well as incorporate 
ecosystem restoration through the removal of invasive and exotic vegetation.  The project also funds 
the construction of the additional ball fields at Tom Brown Park, provided that the land is conveyed to 
the County from the federal government.  Congressman Southerland recently filed a bill requesting 
that 9 acres of the Federal Correctional Institute property be conveyed from the Bureau of Prisons to 
Leon County for use for additional recreational space.  Finally, this project conducts a critical analysis 
of the floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette basins which as the potential to provide 
flood insurance relief to property owners east of Chaires Crossroad.   
 
The proposed improvements for this project include the following:  

 Providing off-road trails from Upper Lake Lafayette to St. Marks Headwaters; 
 Adding stormwater treatment facilities in Tom Brown Park; 
 Construction of boardwalk across the lake from the Apalachee Regional Park will provide 

access to Lower Lake Lafayette wetlands;  
 Construction of Goose Creek Trailhead; 
 Trailhead enhancements in the St. Marks Headwaters include parking, canoe launching and 

educational features; 
 Construction of additional ball fields at Tom Brown Park;  
 Construction of a sidewalk on Chaires Cross Road from Green Oak to Capitola Road; 
 Analysis of floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette basins to protect proposed 

improvements;  
 Ecosystem restoration by linking City, County, State, and Federal property and removing 

exotic and invasive vegetation.   
 
 
 
 

 Comprehensive Plan    Water Quality Enhancements & Green Infrastructure 
  Regional Mobility    Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements 
  Greenway Master Plan    Transportation Capacity Improvements 
  Connectivity   Core Infrastructure 
  Complements BP2000 Project     

Previously Project # 52 
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Project Detail Criteria:    
 

Comprehensive Plan: This project supports the Parks and Recreation, Conservation, Mobility, and 
Stormwater elements of the Comprehensive Plan. The areas that the project complies with are listed 
below.  
 Parks and Recreation: 

o Goal 1: Provide, manage and fund adequate recreational and cultural facilities to encourage a physically and 
mentally healthy lifestyle for all citizens of Tallahassee-Leon County 

o Policy 1.5.3: The County shall help fund and develop a Greenways Trail System that provides the public 
opportunities to access a safe and convenient trail system in the unincorporated County. This system should 
incorporate public lands, right of way, easements on private lands, and open space designated lands to achieve this 
goal. The trail system will connect to the maximum extent possible existing and future residential areas to 
employment, education, and activity centers. 

 Conservation Element:  
o Goal 1: Preserve, protect and conserve the ecological value and diversity of natural resources in Tallahassee and 

Leon County. 
o Goal 3: Protect, enhance, and restore natural resources, wildlife habitat, and natural vegetative communities to 

maintain a diversity of native flora and fauna to assure the maintenance of a viable population of native species. 
 Mobility Element:  

o Policy 1.1.4: Promote neighborhood parks to reduce the need for long distance trips for recreation. 
o Policy 1.1.5: Maintain a Greenways Master Plan that integrates pedestrian and bicycle mobility into a linear park 

and open space system that connects local, regional, and state facilities, with specific emphasis on connections 
within Downtown and energy efficiency districts. 

o Policy 1.2.8: Provide a safe, accessible environment and support active living for students by: developing and 
maintaining programs to increase biking and walking to schools; prioritizing sidewalk and bicycle infrastructure 
within a two mile radius of primary schools; and continuing to identify, fund and build Safe Routes to Schools 
projects.  

 Stormwater Management Goal 1: Provide a stormwater management system which protects the health, welfare, and 
safety of the general public by reducing damage and inconvenience from flooding and protects surface water and 
groundwater quality. 

 
Regional Mobility Plan: This project provides regional connectivity through multi use trails is one of 
the cornerstones of the mobility plan.  The project provides interconnectivity to a multitude of 
recreational activities and park destinations reduces the reliance on the car for these trips.  
 
Greenway Master Plan:  This project significantly advances the implementation of the Lake Lafayette 
Greenway and the St. Marks Greenways identified in the Master Plan. 
 
Connectivity: This project provides critical connectivity by linking Upper Lake Lafayette east to the St. 
Marks Headwater with trails and board walks. The construction of a boardwalk spanning the lake from 
the Apalachee Regional Park north to the Road to the Lake and ends at the Lake landing provides 
unprecedented access to the unique Lower Lake Lafayette wetlands.  The project also constructs a 
sidewalk along Chaires Cross Road providing safe pedestrian access from adjacent residential areas to 
Chaires elementary school, community center, recreation center and the myriad of interlinks to other 
regional amenities. 
 
Complements Blueprint 2000 Project(s): This project complements the following Blueprint 2000 
Projects: St. Marks Headwaters Greenway, Copeland Sink, and the Sensitive Lands project.   
 
 
 
 

Previously Project # 52 
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Water Quality Enhancements and Green Infrastructure: This project by linking City, County, State, 
and Federal property.  Invasive and exotic vegetation will be removed during the construction of the 
trail network.  Stormwater treatment will be pursued for the tributary to Upper Lake Lafayette flowing 
through Tom Brown Park.  In addition, this project will fund the construction of the additional ball 
fields at Tom Brown Park, provided that the land is conveyed to the County.  On March 7, 2012, 
Congressman Southerland recently filed a bill requesting that 9 acres of the Federal Correctional 
Institute property be conveyed from the Bureau of Prisons to Leon County for use for additional 
recreational space at Tom Brown Park.  
 
Stormwater/Sewer Capacity Improvements: This project conducts critical analysis of the floodwaters 
generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette basins to protect the residents in this area, and properly place 
the proposed amenities.  The study also has the potential to provide flood insurance relief to property 
owners east of Chaires Crossroad. 
   
Transportation Capacity Improvements: N/A 
 
Core Infrastructure This project is considered a core infrastructure project due to the stormwater/sewer 
capacity improvements, green infrastructure, and water quality enhancements as detailed above.  
 

Previously Project # 52 
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Blueprint 2000 
Proposed Sales Tax Projects 

 
 

Project Name: Phase II-Eastern Leon County Groundwater and Floodplain Protection (Blueprint 
2000 Map 7) 
 
Project Themes:  

Project Description:  
The primary benefit of this project is the continuation of efforts for groundwater protection and the 
preservation of extensive floodplains and wetlands east of the Interstate 10/Mahan Drive interchange.  
Addressing the need to protect groundwater now will avoid future flooding problems associated with 
new development in the area, and will preserve the quality of the headwaters of the St. Marks Rivers as 
well as the community’s drinking water. Only passive storage and biological treatment of stormwater 
are proposed in this project.  
 
This project conducts a critical analysis of the floodwaters generated in the St. Marks and Lafayette 
basins.  Using the results of this analysis, targeted acquisitions of floodplain may be necessary to 
achieve appropriate levels of flood attenuation and water quality treatment to ensure that stormwater 
entering the sink complexes has been treated to eliminate and potential impacts to groundwater.  
 
Greenways should contain and connect the greatest number of environmentally sensitive areas east of 
the Interstate 10/Mahan Drive interchange including those owned by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection. The development of trail heads and trail crossings for greenways is a project 
component. Spatial extent of greenways should be adequate to ensure buffers for habitat value and 
sufficient biological treatments of stormwater runoff from adjoining lands prior to discharge to water 
courses, ponds or sinkholes.  
 
Project Map: 

 

 Regional Mobility/Transportation  Economic Vitality    
 Sense of Community   Ecotourism/Parks 
 Water Quality    Vertical Infrastructure  
 Connectivity  Gateways    
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